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“ Traditional  family”  standard  mirrors  Mass.  Policy 

N.H.  to  Issue  Anti-Gay  Foster  Parent  Policy 


By  Sharon  Vardatira 

RICHMOND,  NH  —  In  re¬ 
sponse  to  media  attention  to  the 
licensing  of  a  foster  care  facility  to 
a  gay  couple  here,  the  state  Divi¬ 
sion  for  Children  and  Youth  Ser¬ 
vices  is  drafting  a  policy  statement 
which  may  effectively  exclude 
future  foster  child  placements  with 
“homosexuals.”  The  controversy 
centers  around  Thomas  J.  Her¬ 
man,  a  gay  man  who  was  granted  a 
license  in  January  to  operate  an 
emergency  foster  care  facility. 

In  a  series  of  events  that  are 
strikingly  parallel  to  those  in  Mass¬ 
achusetts,  the  move  to  change  New 
Hampshire’s  foster  care  policy 
began  when  an  unnamed  source 
informed  the  Manchester  Union 
Leader ,  New  Hampshire’s 
notoriously  conservative  and 
homophobic  statewide  newspaper, 
that  Herman,  a  “known  homosex¬ 
ual,”  was  licensed  to  operate  a 
foster  care  facility.  No  children 
were  residing  with  Herman  at  the 
time. 

After  a  June  19  article  in  the 
Union  Leader ,  the  State  Division 
for  Children  and  Youth  Services 
issued  a  press  release  June  21  ex¬ 
pressing  support  of  “placements 
with  relatives  or  married  parents” 
in  a  “traditional  family  setting  in  a 
stable  environment.”  The  state¬ 
ment  continued,  “Foster  parent¬ 
ing  is  a  privilege,  not  a  right.  [The 


Division]  does  not  condone  place¬ 
ment  of  foster  children  in  foster 
homes  with  homosexual  foster 
parents.” 

Rose  Pound,  deputy  director  of 
the  Division,  indicated  that  the 
state  policy  now  being  drafted  will 
reflect  the  June  21  statement  “as 
closely  as  possible  without 
violating  anyone’s  civil  rights.” 
Pound  repeatedly  stressed  the 
Division’s  intent  to  place  children 
in  a  “traditional  family  setting 
with  a  strong  family 
background.”  The  state  regula¬ 
tions  will  not  be  finalized  for 
several  weeks,  pending  review  by 
the  attorney  general’s  office. 

Further,  on  June  28,  the  Divi¬ 
sion  requested  that  an  investiga¬ 
tion  of  Herman  be  undertaken  by 
Cheshire  County  Attorney  Ed¬ 
ward  O’Brien’s  office.  After  in- 
itally  denying  that  any  investiga¬ 
tion  was  taking  place,  O’Brien 
subsequently  admitted  that  the  in¬ 
vestigation  was  requested  on  the 
basis  of  “an  act  of  bad  judgment 
on  the  part  of  Herman  which  may 
indicate  wrongful  acts  regarding 
juveniles.”  Though  O’Brien 
would  not  specify  the  nature  of  the 
“act  of  bad  judgment,”  except  to 
say  that  nothing  illegal  had  oc¬ 
curred,  it  seems  to  stem  from  Her¬ 
man’s  management  of  a  gay  hotel 
which  was  raided  in  1982.  Herman 


“Never  Again” 

Remembering 
Charles  Howard 


By  Stephen  Mathers 

BANGOR,  ME  —  On  Sun¬ 
day,  July  7,  members  of  this  ci¬ 
ty’s  gay  and  straight  communi¬ 
ty  commemorated  the  death  of 
Charles  Howard,  who  drowned 
on  July  7,  1984,  after  he  was 
chased,  beaten  and  thrown 
from  a  bridge  by  three  teen¬ 
agers  because  he  was  gay. 

The  observance  included  a 
morning  memorial  service  at 
the  Unitarian  church  in  Bangor 
and  an  evening  march  from  the 
church  to  the  bridge  where  the 
23-year-old  Howard  was  killed. 
An  address  by  civil-rights  and 
anti-war  activist  Rev.  William 
Sloane  Coffin  followed. 

More  than  200  people,  in¬ 
cluding  Coffin,  gathered  at  the 
church,  where  Howard  had  at¬ 
tended  services.  Some  carried 
signs  that  said,  “Never  Again” 
and  “Human  Rights  Are  for 
Everybody.”  Others  wore 
lavender  ribbons  and  many  dis¬ 
played  buttons  which  pro¬ 
claimed:  “Another  friend  of 
Charlie  Howard.”  The  marchers 
sang,  “We  are  a  gentle,  angry 
people,  and  we  are  singing  for 
our  lives,”  until  they  reached 
the  bridge  where  they  silently 
tossed  flowers  into  the  water 
where  Howard  had  drowned. 

At  this  point,  a  loud  argu¬ 
ment  broke  out  across  the  street 
between  straight  supporters  of 
the  marchers  and  a  young  man 
who  asserted  that  Howard  “got 
what  he  deserved.”  A  scuffle 
followed  when  the  man  was 


struck  by  a  woman  whom  he 
threatened  to  throw  off  the 
bridge  for  her  support  of  the 
demonstration.  On  the  march 
back  to  the  church  the  demon¬ 
strators  were  harassed  by  a  car¬ 
load  of  teenagers  who  waved  a 
life  jacket  out  the  window,  an¬ 
nouncing  it  was  for  sale.  Earlier 
in  the  day,  a  banner  had  been 
draped  across  the  bridge,  which 
said,  “Happy  Anniversary, 
Fag.” 

In  his  speech  to  a  larger 
crowd  of  300  after  the  march, 
Coffin  cautioned  his  listeners 
to  fight  bigotry,  hatred  and 
self-righteousness  without  giv¬ 
ing  in  to  hatred  and  bitterness. 

“It  is  a  continuing  struggle,” 
he  said,  “but  I  hope  the  strug¬ 
gle  can  go  on  with  a  maximum 
amount  of  anger  and  a 
minimum  amount  of  bit¬ 
terness.  Bitterness  is  a 
diminishing  emotion,  but  you 
have  to  have  anger.  If  you 
reduce  your  level  of  anger  for 
the  oppressor,  you  reduce  your 
level  of  compassion  for  the  op¬ 
pressed.  Anger  is  creative  if  it’s 
focused  and  if  it’s  loving.” 

As  in  the  morning  service, 
Unitarian  church  president 
Lois  Reed  read  a  letter  from 
Howard’s  mother,  Pat 
Murawski,  who  was  unable  to 
attend  the  memorial.  Murawski 
thanked  the  congregation  for 
its  support  and  asked  it  to  never 
forget  what  happened  to  her 

Continued  on  page  7 


was  never  arrested  or  charged  in 
the  incident. 

Herman,  who  has  received  con¬ 
siderable  support  from  friends, 
community  members,  and  the 
local  newspaper,  the  Keene  Sen¬ 
tinel,  described  Union  Leader 
allegations  as  “witchhunting  and 
muckraking,  having  very  little  to 
do  with  responsible  child  rearing.” 
He  feels  concerned  about  the 
state’s  upcoming  decisions  and 
feels  strongly  that  “children  can¬ 


not  be  placed  based  on  a  policy  — 
individual  merits  need  to  be  in¬ 
volved  and  considered.”  Herman 
added  that  if  the  state  decides  to 
prohibit  lesbian  and  gay  foster 
placements,  “important  oppor¬ 
tunities  will  be  missed  to  place 
children  in  beneficial  settings.” 

Linda  Kent,  director  of  Youth 
Services,  Inc.  of  Keene,  the  private 
licensing  agency  involved  in  the 
case,  told  GCN  that  lesbian  and 
gay  placements  are  appropriate  for 


some  children,  “especially  when 
the  parents  are  upfront  about  their 
sexuality  and  can  provide  a  solid 
home  environment.”  She  in¬ 
dicated  that  Herman’s  is  one  of 
several  lesbian  and  gay  foster  child 
homes  licensed  by  Youth  Services, 
Inc.  Despite  the  shortage  of 
suitable  fost-er  homes,  however, 
Kent’s  agency  will  avoid  placing 
children  with  gay  or  lesbian 
parents  pending  the  state’s  deci- 

Con tinned  on  page  /  / 


Seattle  NWSA  meeting  focuses  on  race  and  class 

Theory,  Practice  Linked 
at  Feminist  Conference 


Sonia  Alvarez  (I.),  speaking  at  Plenary  Session  on  “Work,  Race,  Class: 
Making  the  Links  in  Theory  and  Practice.”  Cheryl  Schaffer,  to  her  right. 


By  Deb  Whip  pen 

SEATTLE  —  The  National 
Women’s  Studies  Association 
(NWSA)  held  its  seventh  annual 
conference  here  from  June  19-23. 
Approximately  2800  women  at¬ 
tended  this  year’s  conference,  the 
theme  of  which  was  “Creating 
Choices  through  Feminist  Educa¬ 
tion.” 

The  opening  plenary  session  ad¬ 
dressed  this  theme  under  the  title 
“Work,  Race,  and  Class:  Making 
the  Links  in  Theory  and 
Practice.”  Sonia  Alvarez,  a  Cuban 
woman  from  the  University  of 
Calif.,  Santa  Cruz  and  former 
member  of  Kitchen  Table:  Women 
of  Color  Press,  noted  a  conser¬ 
vative  trend  in  the  field  of 
women’s  studies  as  feminist 
academics  have  become  more  con¬ 
cerned  with  tenure  and  legitimacy 
within  the  academic  community 
and  less  concerned  with  grassroots 
activism.  Criticizing  the  separation 
of  feminist  theory  from  practice, 
Alvarez  noted  that  women  in 
academia  are  not  neutral  observers 
but  are  influenced  by  the  white, 
male-dominated  institutions  they 
are  a  part  of.  There  is  therefore  a 


gap  between  women  doing 
academic  research  and  the  women 
they  are  studying  which  influences 
the  outcomes  of  their  studies. 

Also  participating  in  the  first 
plenary  were  Pat  Williams  and 
Elaine  Zimmerman,  a  Black  and  a 
white  woman  respectively,  who  are 
participants  in  the  Women’s 
Economic  Agenda  Project.  They 
described  how  the  project  created 
a  women’s  legislative  agenda  for 


the  California  1984  elections, 
working  toward  building  a  coali¬ 
tion  of  Third  World  and  low- 
income  white  women  organized 
around  economic  issues. 

Zimmerman  and  Williams 
emphasized  that  participants  in 
such  organizing  efforts  must 
respect  and  be  representative  of 
the  racial  and  cultural  diversity  of 
those  being  organized.  They 
Continued  on  page  7 


Spero  trial  date  set  for  September 


Lesbian  Decries  Trial 
Delay  &  Drug  Treatment 


By  Christine  Guilfoy 

BOSTON  —  A  trial  date  of 
September  9  has  been  set  in  the 
case  of  Gena  Spero,  a  lesbian  ac¬ 
cused  of  murdering  her  lover, 
Gina  Sindoni,  two  and  a  half  years 
ago  in  Haverhill,  Massachusetts. 
The  two  women  had  lived  together 
in  the  western  Mass,  community 
of  Northampton  prior  to 
Sindoni’s  death  in  January  1983. 

Spero  has  complained  that  she 
has  been  incarcerated  for  over  two 
years  without  a  trial,  that  she  has 
been  involuntarily  subjected  to  a 
heavy  drug  regimen  and  has  been 
refused  outdoor  recreation  time 
while  in  prison  at  Framingham, 
Mass.  Saying  she  is  innocent  of  the 
murder  charge,  Spero  has  implied 
that  she  is  receiving  inadequate 
representation  from  her  attorney, 
Stephen  P.  Colella. 

In  contrast,  Colella  maintains 
that  delays  in  the  case  are  at¬ 
tributed  to  its  complicated  nature. 


“Speed  is  not  the  issue,”  said  Col¬ 
ella.  “The  procedure  takes  time.  If 
we  speed  [it  up],  perhaps  that 
forces  my  client  to  go  to  trial 
before  she  is  prepared.”  Colella 
said  delays  have  occurred  because, 
“She  was  [legally]  incompetent  for 
eight  months  during  which  all  pro¬ 
ceedings  were  stayed.  Then  there 
were  subsidiary  issues.  It  has  been 
to  the  [Mass.]  Supreme  [Judicial] 
Court  (SJC)  twice  already.  [For 
these  issues  to]  go  up  and  back 
takes  six  months.  Then  pre-trial 
motions  about  a  bifurcated  trial, 
competency  evaluations  and 
removal  from  drugs,”  have  eaten 
additional  time,  said  Colella. 
Spero’s  mental  state  in  1983  pre¬ 
vented  her  from  understanding  the 
charges  against  her  and  from  par¬ 
ticipating  in  her  own  defense. 

In  a  letter  to  GCN  on  November 
20,  1984,  Spero  said,  “I’ve  added 
the  hours  I’ve  been  outside  and 


I’m  sad  to  say  that  I’ve  only  been 
out  21  hours  in  the  past  two 
years.”  Colella  acknowledged  that 
his  client  has  had  little  outdoor 
recreation  time,  but  blamed  this 
on  the  inadequacy  of  the  system  in 
dealing  with  individuals  who  have 
psychiatric  problems. 

However,  Spero  says  that  she 
was  denied  outdoor  time  even 
when  she  was  on  medication.  GCN 
Prison  Project  lawyer  Mona  Smith 
was  able  to  have  Spero’s  outdoor 
time  increased,  although  Spero 
says  the  time  was  again  decreased 
when  she  was  later  taken  off  her 
medication  in  preparation  for 
trial. 

The  most  current  delay  in  bring¬ 
ing  the  case  to  trial,  according  to 
Colella,  was  caused  when  inade¬ 
quate  “washout”  time  was 
allowed  between  final  weaning 
from  the  medication  and  the  start 
Continued  on  page  6 
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News  Notes - 

quote  of  the  week 

“Do  not  do  anything  to  this  job  until  further 
notice.  Questionable  material!” 

—  note  from  GCA/’s  printer,  Charles  River 
Publishing,  instructing  employees  not  to  print 
GCN,  Vol.  12,  No.  47,  due  to  two  photographs  of 
penises  in  an  article  on  the  politics  of  circumcision. 

BOSTON  —  On  June  7,  GCN  was  informed  by  its 
printer  that  issue  number  47  would  not  be  printed  due 
to  the  photographs  mentioned  above.  When  asked  to 
read  the  article  accompanying  the  photos  before 
making  a  final  decision,  the  printer  did  so,  and  even¬ 
tually  agreed  to  print  the  issue.  However,  GCN  has 
been  informed  that  future  photos  depicting  masturba¬ 
tion,  erect  penises,  ejaculation,  or  penetration  may  be 
subject  to  censorship  by  Charles  River. 

In  an  earlier,  similar  incident  of  censorship  by  a 
printer,  No  Bad  News  (N BN)  of  St.  Louis  was  informed 
on  April  10  of  this  year  that  their  April  issue  would  not 
be  printed  due  to  the  inclusion  of  poster  art  from  the 
RUBBA  ME  campaign,  a  safe-sex  promotion  in¬ 
stituted  and  funded  by  the  New  South  Wales  Health 
Department’s  Education  Task  Force  on  AIDS.  Faced 
with  pulling  or  replacing  the  material,  NBN  has  since 
discontinued  use  of  this  printer  —  the  Granite  City 
Press-Record  Journal,  a  subsidiary  of  Ingersoll 
Publications  of  Primos,  Penn. 

Because  of  the  paucity  of  printing  options  for 
gay  and  lesbian  publications,  especially  those  which 
include  —  however  rarely  —  explicit  photos  or  draw¬ 
ings,  we  are  sometimes  forced  to  choose  between 
printers’  acts  of  censorship  and  self-imposed  censor¬ 
ship. 


submissions  on  women  and  aging 

CORVALLIS,  OR  —  Calyx,  a  journal  of  art  and 
literature  by  women,  is  producing  a  special  double 
issue  on  aging,  and  seeks  fiction,  poetry,  art, 
reviews,  and  essays.  Editors  especially  encourage 
submissions  from  women  over  55,  lesbians,  women 
of  color,  working-class  women,  and  politically  active 
women.  The  deadline  for  submissions  is  August  1. 
Please  include  SASE,  brief  biographical  statement, 
and  telephone  number  if  possible.  Send  to  P.O.  Box  B, 
Corvallis,  OR  97339,  (503)  753-9384. 


women  challenge  topless 
sunbathing  ban 

PROVINCETOWN,  MA  —  Two  women  protesting 
the  Cape  Cod  National  Seashore’s  ban  on  female 
topless  sunbathing  were  arrested  and  briefly  jailed 
July  9  after  they  removed  their  shirts  in  the  parking  lot 
of  the  National  Seashore  at  Race  Point,  according  to 
the  Boston  Globe.  Nikki  Craft  and  Harriet  Arnoldi 
pleaded  innocent  on  July  10  and  were  granted  a  trial 
in  U.S.  District  Court. 

Craft,  of  Oshkosh,  Wise.,  who  has  been  arrested 
nine  times  for  nudity  in  public,  said  she  welcomed  the 
chance  to  explain  their  actions,  and  said  she  may  go 
topless  again  if  not  given  a  swift  trial. 

Craft  and  Arnoldi  were  holding  a  press  con¬ 
ference  in  the  Race  Point  parking  lot  to  draw  attention 
to  the  Seashore  policy  which  only  allows  men  to  go 
topless.  When  three  women,  including  Craft  and  Ar¬ 
noldi,  removed  their  shirts  at  the  end  of  the  con¬ 
ference,  rangers  threatened  to  arrest  them.  Craft  and 
Arnoldi  did  not  cover  themselves  as  ordered  and  were 
charged  with  violating  the  federal  ban  on  public  nudi¬ 
ty- 

The  two  women  were  held  in  the  Provincetown 
jail  from  noon  to  3  p.m.  and  were  then  released  on  per¬ 
sonal  recognizance. 


burlington  passes  gay  civil  rights 
resolution 

BURLINGTON,  VT  —  On  a  7-4  vote,  the  Burl¬ 
ington  Board  of  Aldermen  has  passed  a  resolution  ex¬ 
pressing  "strong  support”  for  the  civil  rights  of  gay 
men  and  lesbians.  The  resolution  specifically  ad¬ 
dresses  the  right  to  employment. 


bar  won’t  bar  discrimination 

WASHINGTON,  DC  —  The  American  Bar 
Association  defeated  by  a  vote  of  161-152  a  resolution 
to  press  local,  state  and  federal  governments  to  pass 
laws  prohibiting  discrimination  against  gay  men  and 
lesbians,  according  to  the  Boston  Globe. 

The  July  10  vote,  taken  by  the  association’s 
House  of  Delegates,  the  body  which  sets  national 
policy  for  the  group,  came  after  a  debate  in  which 
some  lawyers  protested  that  the  resolution  might  be 
viewed  as  support  for  “homosexuals.” 

A  similar  resolution  was  also  narrowly  defeated 
two  years  ago. 


responsibilities  to  whom? 

NEWPORT,  CA  —  The  Newport  Pharmaceutical 
Co.  has  stopped  shipping  isoprinosine  to  the  doctors 
of  people  with  AIDS  who  request  it,  according  to  the 
Washington  Blade.  The  Food  and  Drug  Administra¬ 
tion  (FDA)  agreed  last  month  to  let  the  company 
distribute  the  drug,  which  has  been  shown  in  some 
studies  to  restore  immune  function  in  cancer  pa¬ 
tients,  despite  the  fact  it  has  never  been  licensed  for 
sale  in  the  U.S. 

Under  FDA  regulations,  the  Newport  company  is 
required  to  distribute  the  drug  free  of  charge  and  to 
monitor  its  results  in  patients. 

“We  couldn’t  do  that  for  every  AIDS  patient  in  the 
country,”  company  spokeswoman  Luana  Kruse  said. 
“We  have  responsibilities  to  our  stockholders.” 

Kruse  said  Newport  was  providing  the  drug, 
which  is  still  under  study  at  the  company,  to  about  15 
doctors  on  behalf  of  50  people  with  AIDS.  Newport 
will  continue  supplying  these  doctors,  but  has  turned 
down  20  other  physicians.  The  cost  of  supplying  the 
drug  and  monitoring  a  patient’s  progress  can  be  as 
much  as  $2,000  in  lab,  personnel,  and  paperwork 
costs,  according  to  Kruse. 

FDA  spokeswoman  Faye  Peterson  claimed  the 
FDA  does  not  allow  unproven  drugs  to  be  sold 
because  “it  would  be  easy  [for  companies]  to  say, 
'We’re  going  to  study  this  drug,’  never  prove  its  effec¬ 
tiveness,  and  still  make  a  lot  of  money  in  the  mean¬ 
time.” 

Newport  was  allowed  to  offer  isoprinosine  in  the 
U.S.  after  it  was  reported  that  people  with  AIDS  and 
ARC  were  traveling  to  Mexico  to  purchase  it. 


June  27  demonstration  in  Boston  protests  air  war  against  El 
Salvador  and  upcoming  Congressional  vote  on  “aid”  pack¬ 
age  to  governments  of  El  Salvador,  Guatemala,  Honduras. 


still  out  to  get  teachers  in  Oklahoma 

OKLAHOMA  CITY,  OK  —  Determined  not  to  be 
stymied  by  the  Supreme  Court,  this  state’s  House  of 
Representatives  has  passed  legislation  that  would 
reinstate  a  version  of  the  anti-gay  teacher  statute 
declared  invalid  by  the  High  Court  March  26,  1985. 
(See  GCN,  Vol.  12,  No.  27.)  The  bill  has  not  been 
passed  by  the  Oklahoma  Senate  and  is  considered 
“dead”  for  this  year. 

A  1978  statute  allowed  for  the  firing  of  teachers 
who  speak  out  in  favor  of  “public  or  private  homosex¬ 
ual  activities  or  conduct”  whether  on  or  off  school 
grounds  and  whether  or  not  related  to  school  in  any 
way.  The  statute  was  ruled  unconstitutional  by  a 
federal  appeals  court  and  the  ruling  was  upheld  on  a 
tie  vote  by  the  Supreme  Court. 

The  new  version,  which  passed  the  House  94-0 
on  May  17,  according  to  the  Advocate,  is  less  com¬ 
prehensive  than  the  statute  declared  unconstitu¬ 
tional.  It  provides  that  teachers  may  be  fired  who  ad¬ 
vocate  homosexual  activity  “during  normal  school  or 
school-related  activities”  or  whose  actions  "may 
adversely  affect  students  of  the  school  in  such  man¬ 
ner  that  the  conduct  results  in  a  material  or  substan¬ 
tial  interference  or  disruption  in  the  normal  activities 
of  the  school.”  The  bill  also  provides  that  teachers 
may  be  fired  who  engage  in  lesbian  or  gay  sex  that  is 
“indiscreet  and  not  practiced  in  private.” 


gay  fathers  elect  lesbian  mother 

LOS  ANGELES  —  For  the  first  time  in  its  seven- 
year  history,  the  Gay  Fathers  Coalition  has  elected  a 
woman  to  its  12-member  board  of  directors,  accor¬ 
ding  to  the  Kansas  City  Alternate  News.  The  vote 
was  taken  at  this  year’s  sixth  annual  World  Con¬ 
ference  of  Gay  Fathers,  which  drew  over  175  men  and 
women  from  the  U.S.  and  Canada. 

Much  discussion  and  some  heated  debate 
focused  on  the  participation  of  women  in  the 
organization.  Despite  some  resistance  to  broadening 
the  membership  to  include  more  lesbians,  many  par¬ 
ticipants  viewed  the  election  of  lesbian  Julie  Valloni 
to  the  board  as  a  step  toward  re-identifying  the 
organization  as  a  “Gay  and  Lesbian  Parents  Coali¬ 
tion.” 


bill  against  gay  teachers  wilthdrawn 

RALEIGH,  N.C.  —  At  the  request  of  its  sponsor,  a 
bill  that  would  have  allowed  local  school  boards  to 
refuse  to  hire  gay  teachers  or  to  fire  them  for  "public 
homosexual  conduct”  was  withdrawn  from  North 
Carolina  House  Judiciary  Committee  deliberations 
on  June  20. 

Rep.  Michael  Decker,  whose  bill  to  ban  official 
recognition  of  gay  college  clubs  was  defeated  the  day 
before,  said  he  withdrew  the  bill  because  he  felt  the 
laws  in  North  Carolina  were  strong  enough  in  other 
areas  to  prevent  children  from  being  “jeopardized 
with  being  confronted  by  homosexual  teachers.” 

Although  Decker’s  office  could  not  be  reached  to 
find  out  whether  or  not  the  withdrawal  of  the  teacher 
bill  had  anything  to  do  with  earlier  defeat  of  the  col¬ 
lege  student  bill,  he  was  quoted  in  the  Winston-Salem 
Journal  as  saying,  “Maybe  this  bill’s  time  will  come 
next  session.” 

—  filed  from  Winston-Salem  by  Marie  Godwin 


gay  men  murdered  in  san  juan 

SAN  JUAN,  Puerto  Rico  —  Over  100  “single” 
men,  many  of  whom  are  believed  to  be  gay,  have  been 
murdered  in  the  San  Juan  metropolitan  area  during 
the  past  four  years,  according  to  El  Mundo,  a  Puerto 
Rican  newspaper.  All  the  killings  have  occurred  in 
well-known  gay  male  cruising  areas,  including, three 
murders  this  year.  Seventeen  of  the  men  have  been 
identified  as  gay. 

Because  of  the  locations  of  the  murders,  which 
include  the  El  Condado  hotel  area,  the  Miramar  sec¬ 
tor,  Parada  15  of  Santurce,  and  Calle  Z  of  Hato  Rey, 
and  becasue  so  many  of  the  victims  are  believed  to  be 
gay,  it  is  speculated  that  the  killer  or  killers  target  gay 
men  in  particular. 

Gay  men  have  begun  to  travel  in  groups  of  at 
least  two,  El  Mundo  reports,  and  to  avoid  sex  with 
people  they  don’t  know  well  as  the  murderer/s  have 
apparently  had  sex  with  at  least  some  of  the  men  who 
have  been  killed. 

A  majority  of  the  killings  have  followed  a  similar 
pattern,  taking  place  between  6  and  10  p.m.,  with  the 
victims  found  with  bound  hands  and  feet,  killed  with 
an  icepick-type  weapon. 

Police  say  they  have  solved  one  of  the  murders 
and  that  the  convicted  man  is  currently  in  prison. 


radical  faeries 

LOS  ANGELES  —  Star  Circle  will  hold  a  nine-day 
Spiritual  Gathering  for  Radical  Faeries  Oct.  25 
through  Nov.  3  on  secluded  land  thirty  minutes  north 
of  Los  Angeles. 

According  to  Star  Circle,  “What  could  be  called 
the  Faerie  movement  embraces  many  approaches 
and  gay  men  of  diverse  visions,  and  it  seeks  to  ex¬ 
plore  a  gay  spiritual  essence  that  an  increasingly 
respectable  and  mainstream  gay  culture  has  largely 
ignored.”  ~  -- — _ 

Price  for  the  nine-day  gathering  includes  camp¬ 
ing  and  three  vegetarian  meals  a  day  and  is  $110  per 
person,  though  no  one  will  be  turned  away  for  lack  of 
money. 

For  further  information,  contact:  Star  Circle, 
4550  Hollywood  Blvd.,  Suite  190,  Los  Angeles,  CA 
90027,  or  call  (213)  930-1576. 


new  publisher  for  bay  windows? 

BOSTON  —  A  new  publisher  may  soon  be  found 
for  Bay  Windows,  a  local  gay  newspaper.  According 
to  an  item  in  the  Boston  Herald,  current  publisher 
Sasha  Alyson  is  talking  with  South  End  News 
publisher  Jim  Hoover  about  selling.  If  the  sale  does 
become  a  reality,  according  to  the  Herald,  the  two 
papers  will  share  production  and  publishing  facilities 
but  will  otherwise  remain  separate. 

—  filed  by  Christine  Guilfoy 

_ News  Notes  Compiled  by  Stephanie  Poggi 
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Two  gay  attorneys  meet  with  Governor  Dukakis 


New  Actions  Planned  to  Combat  Foster  Policy 


By  Christine  Guilfoy 

BOSTON  —  The  foster  care 
policy  developed  here  after  two 
foster  children  were  removed  from 
the  home  of  a  gay  couple  continues 
to  be  the  focus  of  organizing 
within  the  Boston  lesbian  and  gay 
community.  The  policy,  which 
maintains  that  children  should  be 
placed  in  “traditional”  two- 
parent  families  whenever  possible, 
makes  placement  in  a  home  with 
gay  men  or  lesbians  “highly  un¬ 
likely.” 

Interestingly,  the  policy  review 
announced  May  24  is  not  the  first 
policy  review  conducted  under  the 
administration  of  Governor 
Michael  S.  Dukakis.  In  a  memo 
dated  March  3,  1976,  Beth  I.  War¬ 
ren,  then  assistant  commissioner 
of  the  office  of  Social  Services, 
summarized  in  part,  “,..[T]he 
results  of  this  review  do  not  in¬ 
dicate  that  alleged  or  professed 
homosexuality,  per  se,  is  evidence 
of  unsuitability  as  a  foster  parent. 
Rather,  greater  cause  for  concern 
was  found  in  the  issue  of  support¬ 


ing  and  assisting  workers  in  deal¬ 
ing  with  cases  that  may  involve 
single  parents  and/or  homosex¬ 
uality.  Such  support  must  come 
through  clearer  policy,  the 
development  of  resources  and  the 
regularization  of  the  procedures 
and  methods  by  which  placements 
with  single  males  are  evaluated, 
approved  and  utilized  within  the 
Department’s  system  of  foster 
care.” 

Dukakis  Meets  with  Gay 
Democrats 

At  the  request  of  Governor 
Michael  Dukakis,  two  gay  at¬ 
torneys,  active  in  the  Democratic 
Party,  met  to  discuss  foster  care 
policy  with  the  governor  and  his 
chief  aide,  John  Sasso.  Tim  Mc- 
Feeley,  chair  of  the  Ward  5 
Democratic  Committee,  and  Vin 
McCarthy,  a  candidate  for  U.S. 
Congress,  said  they  believed 
Dukakis  showed  some  “slight” 
change  in  his  presentation  of  the 
foster  policy. 

Dukakis  gave  the  two  men  a 


copy  of  a  letter  which  he  will  send 
out  to  those  contacting  him  about 
the  policy.  As  he  has  done  with 
others  who  have  met  with  him, 
Dukakis  maintained  the  policy  is 
being  misinterpreted  by  both  the 
press  and  the  general  public.  The 
letter  states  in  part,  “In  short,  our 
policy  is  really  quite  simple.  All 
things  being  equal,  we  will  seek  to 
place  foster  children  with  relatives 
or  in  families  with  married 
couples,  preferably  with  prior 
parenting  experience  and  with  time 
available  to  care  for  foster 
children. 

“Obviously,  all  things  are  not 
always  equal.  In  such  cases,  where 
a  traditional  family  is  not  available 
or  where  a  child  has  special  needs 
or  problems  that  are  not  best 
served  by  such  a  placement,  a  less 
traditional  home  may  [be]  an  ap¬ 
propriate  placement.  The  policy 
announced  by  Secretary  Johnston 
recognizes  such  cases  and 
authorizes  their  approval.” 

Although  the  governor’s 


Cincy  Protests  Questions 
on  Sex  for  City  Jobs 


By  John  Zeh 

CINCINNATI  —  Stonewall 
Cincinnati  and  the  National 
Organization  for  Women  (NOW) 
here  are  pressing  city  officials  to 
drop  discriminatory  questions 
about  sexual  behavior  from  police 
and  firefighter  exams. 

The  two  groups  are  asking  the 
city’s  Civil  Service  Commission  to 
force  the  police  and  fire  depart¬ 
ments  to  stop  asking  questions 
about  homosexual  acts,  drug  use, 
sex  with  children  under  12,  in¬ 
volvement  in  rape,  and  the  appli¬ 
cant’s  “most  outrageous  sexual 
experience.” 

“We  certainly  don’t  want  to 
have  police  officers  who  have  been 
involved  in  rape  and  child  abuse,” 
said  Stonewall  president  Ric 
Buchanan,  an  attorney,  in  an 
Associated  Press  report.  “But 
some  of  the  questions  are  just  too 


broad-based”  and  go  too  far. 
Stonewall’s  June  25  membership 
meeting  explored  “discrimination 
in  hiring”  by  the  police  and  fire 
divisions. 

In  March  of  this  year,  Stonewall 
and  NOW  won  assurances  from 
the  Human  Resources  Committee 
of  the  City  Council  that  sexual 
orientation  would  not  be  an 
employment  consideration.  The 
assurance  came  after  councilman 
Ken  Blackwell  sought  removal 
from  the  city  health  department  of 
an  openly  gay  sociologist  who 
counsels  people  with  AIDS  and 
people  at  risk  for  AIDS.  (See 
GCN,  Vol.  12,  Nos.  37  &  38.)  At 
that  time,  Buchanan  told  GCN 
Stonewall  had  learned  that  one  of 
the  fire  department’s  first  female 
recruits  was  dropped  after  she 
answered  the  questions  about  sex- 


Gay  Man  Jailed  for  Not 
Talking  to  Grand  Jury 


By  Stephanie  Poggi 

WASHINGTON,  DC  —  A  New 
York  City  gay  man  began  serving  a 
prison  term  on  July  8  in  Allen- 
wood,  Penn,  for  refusing  to  testify 
before  a  federal  grand  jury  here. 
Bob  Lederer,  media  coordinator 
of  the  New  York-based  New 
Movement  in  Solidarity  with  Puer¬ 
to  Rican  Independence  and 
Socialism  and  a  member  of  Men  of 
All  Colors  Together  (formerly 
Black  and  White  Men  Together), 
was  subpoenaed  on  March  27  to 
the  grand  jury  which  is  in¬ 
vestigating  the  1983  bombings  of 
the  U.S.  Capitol  and  other  govern¬ 
ment  buildings.  (See  GCN,  Vol. 
12,  No.  44.) 

Another  activist,  Terry  Bisson, 
was  also  subpoenaed  on  March  27 
and  is  currently  in  prison  in  Dan¬ 
bury,  Conn,  for  refusing  to  testify. 

Lederer  and  Bisson  had  filed  a 
motion  in  court  on  May  14  to 
quash  the  subpoenas.  According 
to  Lederer,  they  received  a  three- 
line  rejection  of  the  motion  by 
mail  with  no  explanation,  and 
were  ordered  by  Federal  Judge 
Aubrey  Robinson  to  appear 
before  the  grand  jury  in 
Washington,  D.C.  on  June  18. 

On  that  date,  Lederer  and 
Bisson  held  a  press  conference  out¬ 
side  the  Federal  Bureau  of  In¬ 
vestigation  headquarters, 
reiterating  their  position  of  non¬ 


collaboration  with  the  grand  jury 
and  publicly  burning  their  sub¬ 
poenas  in  protest. 

The  prosecutor  in  the  case  asked 
Robinson  to  hold  the  two  men  in 
civil  contempt  for  refusing  to  even 
appear  in  court.  The  defense 
argued  against  civil  contempt, 
stating  such  a  move  to  be  punitive, 
that  the  purpose  of  civil  contempt 
is  designed  to  be  coercive,  and  that 
it  was  clear  neither  Lederer  nor 
Bisson  could  be  coerced  into  testi¬ 
fying  before  the  grand  jury. 

Robinson  gave  the  defense  leave 
to  develop  a  legal  brief  that  would 
cite  precedents  for  the  argument 
against  civil  contempt,  and  or¬ 
dered  Lederer  and  Bisson  to  ap¬ 
pear  in  court  on  June  28.  Finally, 
on  June  28,  15  minutes  into  the 
prepared  statement  of  the  defense, 
Robinson  interrupted  the  proceed¬ 
ings  to  declare  Lederer  and  Bisson 
were  in  civil  contempt  and  must 
appear  at  their  respective  prisons 
by  July  8. 

The  term  of  imprisonment  lasts 
for  the  duration  of  the  grand  jury, 
which  in  this  case  expires  on  Oc¬ 
tober  4,  1985.  Four  other  people 
are  also  currently  in  prison  for 
refusing  to  testify  before  this 
grand  jury. 

Grand  juries  are  secret  panels 
ostensibly  established  to  judge 
whether  preliminary  evidence  war- 


spokesperson,  James  Dorsey,  says 
there  is  no  change,  McFeeley  said 
he  sees  in  the  letter  a  movement 
towards  a  case-by-case  approach. 


It  may  be  the  first  acknowledge¬ 
ment  that  a  child  could  be  more 
suited  to  a  “non-traditional” 
Continued  on  page  6 


ual  practice  honestly.  She  has  since 
won  reinstatement  through  the 
Civil  Service  Commission. 

City  personnel  director  Robert 
Burnett  defended  the  questions  as 
part  of  routine  background 
checks,  the  AP  report  said. 

Job  protection  for  sexual 
minorities  was  part  of  a  broad 
Human  Rights  Ordinance  that  the 
city  council  rejected  seven  years 
ago  without  open  debate  or  a  vote. 

Ironically,  acting  Police  Chief 
William  B.  Bracke  and  four  other 
police  leaders  attended  an  un¬ 
precedented  public  meeting  called 
by  Stonewall  in  May  that  was  at¬ 
tended  by  84  people.  Bracke  urged 
citizens  facing  discriminatory 
treatment  on  the  basis  of  sexual 
orientation  to  file  formal  com¬ 
plaints  and  promised  action. 

—  filed  from  Orient,  OH 


rants  a  full  trial.  Witnesses  may 
not  have  an  attorney  present  dur¬ 
ing  questioning,  and  may  be  im¬ 
prisoned  for  refusing  to  testify. 
Particularly  during  the  1970s, 
grand  juries  were  notorious  as  a 
means  to  ferret  out  information 
about  radical  and  feminist  ac¬ 
tivists. 

Lederer  told  GCN  he  had  used 
the  delays  in  the  case  to  continue 
organizing,  and  had  participated 
in  a  solidarity  event  in  Chicago  on 
June  21  sponsored  by  Lesbians 
and  Gays  Against  Intervention, 
joined  a  Chicago  Puerto  Rico  Day 
March  June  23  sponsored  by  sup¬ 
porters  of  the  Puerto  Rican  In¬ 
dependence  Movement,  and  had 
marched  with  a  New  York  Les¬ 
bian/Gay  Pride  contingent  that  in¬ 
cluded  Men  of  All  Colors 
Together  (MACT),  anti-Klan  ac¬ 
tivists,  Radical  Women,  and  Puer¬ 
to  Rican  independence  activists. 

“Lesbians  and  gay  men  have  to 
look  at  who  our  allies  are  in  a  long- 
range  strategy,”  Lederer  said. 
“We’ll  never  see  freedom  for  les¬ 
bians  and  gay  men  as  long  as  this 
country  is  colonialist.  Puerto 
Rican  independence  will  strike  a 
very  important  blow  against  the 
power  structure  in  this  society.” 

—  filed  from  Boston 


Child  Taken  from 
Gay  Foster  Home 


WOBURN,  MA  —  A 
15-year-old  foster  youth  was  re¬ 
moved  from  the  home  of  his 
gay  foster  parent  in  suburban 
Boston  four  days  after  the 
Massachusetts  Human  Services 
Secretary  issued  a  new  policy 
effectively  banning  gay  men 
and  lesbians  from  becoming 
foster  parents. 

Accoridng  to  an  account  in 
the  Boston  Globe,  the  youth’s 
social  worker  told  Donald  M. 
Loveland  of  Woburn  that  Ac¬ 
tion  Intake  Developmental  Ser¬ 
vices,  Inc.,  a  state-contracted 
private  agency,  removed  the 
youth  because  of  the  new 
policy. 

The  Globe  account  quotes  an 
Office  of  Human  Services 
spokesperson  as  saying  the 
youth’s  removal  “appears  to  be 
a  misinterpretation  and  misap¬ 


plication  of  the  policy.” 

In  a  letter  to  Massachusetts 
Governor  Michael  S.  Dukakis, 
Loveland  said  that  the  youth, 
identified  only  as  John,  was  re¬ 
moved  on  May  28  without  ex¬ 
planation  and  placed  in 
another  foster  home,  where  a 
second  foster  youth  had  been 
previously  living.  Loveland 
also  said  the  second  youth, 
identified  as  Marie,  was  re¬ 
turned  to  her  “abusive” 
biological  family. 

“You  could  not  convince  me 
in  one  hundred  years  that  the 
swiftness  and  injudiciousness 
of  this  immoral  and  unfair  ac¬ 
tion  is  in  the  best  interests  of 
children,”  Loveland  wrote 
Dukakis. 

A  full  story  will  appear  in 
next  week’s  GCN. 

—  filed  from  Boston 


Int’l  Meeting 
of  Gay  Jews 


By  Stephanie  Poggi 

WASHINGTON,  DC  — 
The  Ninth  International  Con¬ 
ference  of  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Jews,  held  here  June  6-9,  drew 
over  200  delegates  from  the 
U.S.,  Canada,  England,  Israel, 
and  the  Netherlands.  The  bi- 
yearly  event  was  sponsored  by 
the  World  Congress  of  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Jewish  Organizations, 
which  represents  approximate¬ 
ly  10,000  lesbian  and  gay  Jews 
from  nine  countries. 

Features  included  a  rousing 
speech  by  Black  Washington, 
D.C.  Mayor  Marion  Barry, 
who  declared  the  three  days  of 
the  event  “Gay  and  Lesbian 
Jewish  Days,”  a  keynote  speech 
by  Rep.  Barney  Frank  ID- 
Mass.),  a  series  of  workshops, 
political  actions,  and  spontane¬ 
ous  dancing  after  every  meal. 

Mayor  Barry  told  the  at¬ 
tendees,  of  whom  approx¬ 
imately  two-thirds  were  men, 
that  gay  and  lesbian  activists 
had  been  his  first  supporters 
and  said  he  considered  the 
securing  of  funds  to  fight  AIDS 
in  Washington,  D.C.,  one  of 
his  achievements. 

Barney  Frank  stressed  the 
need  for  a  coalition  between 
different  kinds  of  people  and 
described  Christian  rhetoric  in 
the  U.S.  as  a  cover  for  the  right 
wing. 

Notable  workshops  included 
one  on  raising  children  and 
another  on  Blacks,  Jews,  and 
gays.  In  the  latter,  led  by 
Tamara  Weinstein  of  the  Rain¬ 
bow  Alliance,  Chuck  Goldfarb 
of  Black  and  White  Men 
Together,  and  Dr.  Rachel  Eitches, 
a  Black  Jewish  woman  and  spe¬ 
cialist  in  intercultural  com¬ 
munications,  the  divisions  and 
bonds  between  these  three  com¬ 
munities  were  discussed.  The 
need  for  a  broad  definition  of 
gay  and  lesbian  issues  was  ex¬ 
pressed  as  one  bond  between 
Black  and  Jewish  lesbians  and 
gay  men. 

Micah  Naftalin,  acting  ex¬ 
ecutive  director  of  the  U.S. 
Holocaust  Council,  led  a 
workshop  on  the  work  of  the 
Council,  which  is  currently 
establishing  a  U.S.  Holocaust 


memorial.  Naftalin  would  not 
make  any  promises  that  gay 
men  and  lesbians  will  be 
recognized  with  the  memorial, 
despite  pressure  from  work¬ 
shop  participants.  According 
to  Aliza  Maggid,  development 
director  of  the  World  Con¬ 
gress,  members  of  the  Congress 
have  been  pressuring  board 
members  of  the  Holocaust 
Council  for  some  time  to  recog¬ 
nize  all  groups  who  suffered 
under  and  were  killed  by  the 
Nazis,  and  will  continue  to  do 
so. 

Evelyn  Torton  Beck,  editor 
of  Nice  Jewish  Girls:  A  Lesbian 
Anthology  (Crossing  Press 
Feminist  Series),  spoke  at  the 
Shabbat  Evening  Service, 
stressing  the  crucial  work  of  les¬ 
bian  and  gay  Jews  in  Tikun 
Olam  —  “repair  of  the  world.” 

Resolutions  taken  at  the  con¬ 
ference  included:  affirmation 
of  the  right  of  lesbian  and  gay 
men  to  be  foster  parents  [see 
other  articles  this  issue  for  up¬ 
date  on  Massachusetts  and 
news  from  New  Hampshire]; 
affirmation  of  the  right  of  les¬ 
bians  and  Jewish  women  to  be 
heard  at  the  U.N.  End  of  the 
Decade  Conference  in  Nairobi, 
Kenya  (The  Non-Governmen¬ 
tal  segment  of  the  U.N.  con¬ 
ference  began  in  Nairobi  on  Ju¬ 
ly  10.);  reaffirmation  of  the 
World  Congress’  Commission 
on  the  Status  of  Women,  with 
the  goal  of  increasing  participa¬ 
tion  by  lesbians  in  the  organiza¬ 
tion;  the  establishment  of  a  na¬ 
tional  task  force  on  disabled 
lesbian  and  gay  Jews. 

Delegates  at  the  conference 
also  participated  in  a  silent  vigil 
for  Jews  in  the  Soviet  Union  at 
the  Soviet  Embassy,  and  joined 
a  protest  against  apartheid  at 
the  South  African  Embassy. 

The  Tenth  International 
Conference  on  Gay  and  Les¬ 
bian  Jews  will  take  place  in 
1987  in  Amsterdam.  The  next 
board  meeting  will  occur  in 
1986  in  Boston. 

—  filed  from  Boston, 
with  information  from  Aliza 
Maggid 
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Community  Voices - 


GCW  welcomes  letters  to  tfie 

editor.  If  possible,  they  should  be 
TYPED  and  DOUBEESPACED, 
and  where  possible  limited  to  five 
typed  pages.  They  should  be  sent  to: 
Community  Voices,  GCA,  167  Tre- 
mont  St.  #5,  Boston,  MA  021 II. 


short  shrift 

Dear  GCN: 

Boston  Lesbian/Gay  Pride  Committee  Presi¬ 
dent  Marsha  H.  Levine  noted  in  her  letter  (Vol. 
13,  No.  1)  some  omissions  in  my  article  on  les- 
bian/gay  pride  which  appeared  in  the  June  29 
issue. 

For  the  record,  I  also  believe  it  is  important  to 
acknowledge  the  contribution  made  by  enter¬ 
tainers  and  the  emcee  at  community  events. 
Although  those  were  included  in  the  original  arti¬ 
cle,  an  editorial  decision  led  to  their  being  cut. 

Also  noted,  but  later  cut,  was  mention  of  the 
lack  of  coverage  by  the  Boston  Sunday  Globe. 
Since  my  arrival  in  Boston,  in  1978,  there  has  not 
been  a  larger  lesbian/gay  pride  march,  nor  has  the 
Globe  given  it  any  shorter  shrift. 

Sincerely, 

Chris  Guilfoy 
Cambridge,  MA 

this  discriminatory 
policy 

Dear  GCN: 

I  wanted  to  share  with  you  a  summary  of  the 
things  I  have  done  first  to  try  to  prevent,  and  then 
to  protest,  the  Governor’s  unfortunate  policy  of 
discriminating  against  lesbians  and  gay  men  in  the 
choice  of  foster  care  parents. 

When  the  issue  first  broke  in  the  press,  I  called 
and  spoke  over  the  phone  to  both  Secretary  Phil 
Johnston  and  the  Governor  to  express  my  objec¬ 
tions  to  any  policy  which  flatly  banned  —  or  ef¬ 
fectively  banned  —  gay  and  lesbian  foster 
parents.  On  the  Friday  night  of  the  Democratic 
Convention  in  Springfield,  in  my  keynote  ad¬ 
dress,  while  I  did  not  spend  a  great  deal  of  time  on 
the  issue,  I  did  say  in  my  speech  that  I  thought  it 
was  a  mistake  to  limit  the  choice  of  foster  parents 
based  on  anything  other  than  the  ability  of  people 
to  be  good  foster  parents. 

Subsequently,  I  was  interviewed  by  Kenneth 
Cooper  from  the  Boston  Globe  and  repeated 
these  views.  For  reasons  I  do  not  fully  under¬ 
stand,  Mr.  Cooper  has  chosen  not  to  quote  any¬ 
thing  1  told  him.  After  the  House  acted  to  ban  gay 
and  lesbian  foster  parents  and  the  Governor  pro¬ 
mulgated  this  policy,  I  called  Mr.  Cooper  to  tell 
him  that  1  still  believed  as  1  did  that  it  was  wrong 
to  discriminate  against  gay  men  and  lesbians  in 
this  way,  but  he  has  still  not  seen  fit  to  write  any¬ 
thing  about  what  1  told  him.  In  addition,  I  gave  a 
statement  objecting  to  the  Governor’s  policy  to 
the  rally  in  Boston  which  was  held  on  Wednesday 
night.  May  29th,  and  I  also  sent  a  letter  to  Gover¬ 
nor  Dukakis.  (See  Below.) 

I  will  continue  to  make  clear  my  objections  to 
this  very  unfortunate  and  discriminatory  policy. 
Barney  Frank 
Washington,  DC 

(GCN  received  a  copy  of  this  letter  to  Gov. 
Michael  Dukakis  from  Mass.  Rep.  Barney 
Frank.) 

Dear  Michael: 

As  you  know  from  our  conversation  of  two 
weeks  ago,  I  believe  it  was  a  mistake  for  the  state 
to  have  promulgated  a  policy  which  essentially 
prohibits  lesbians  and  gay  men  from  being  foster 
parents.  I  agree,  as  1  told  you,  that  such  factors  as 
previous  parenting  experience  and  availability  of 
an  adult  to  provide  full-time  child  care  are  very 
relevant  criteria,  and  should  be  taken  into  ac¬ 
count  .  But  I  am  distressed  at  the  way  in  which  the 
policy  came  out,  because  I  think  it  goes  unfor¬ 
tunately  far  beyond  taking  these  into  account. 

Promulgating  a  policy  which  essentially  says 
that  no  lesbians  or  gay  men  can  be  foster  parents 
seems  to  me  wrong  on  two  counts.  First,  it  denies 
to  foster  children  potential  foster  parents  who  are 
capable  of  providing  supportive  and  caring  home 
settings.  My  understanding  is  that  we  do  not  now 
have  enough  “traditional”  families  prepared  to 
provide  foster  care,  and  arbitrarily  to  rule  out 
people  on  grounds  other  than  their  ability  to  pro¬ 
vide  good,  supportive  foster  care  seems  to  me  a 
mistake.  Second,  1  believe  the  state’s  policy  un¬ 
fortunately  encourages  discrimination  against 
lesbians  and  gay  men  —  indeed  it  is  itself  dis¬ 
criminatory.  The  myth  that  gay  men  and  lesbians 
are  less  to  be  trusted  with  children  than  are 
heterosexuals  is  an  unfortunate  and  damaging 
one,  which  ought  not  to  be  given  any  kind  of  of¬ 
ficial  encouragement.  The  undeniable  fact  is  that 
there  have  been  gay  men  and  lesbians,  as  well  as 
single  individuals,  and  unmarried  heterosexual 
couples,  who  have  provided  excellent  foster  care. 
There  are  also  people  in  all  these  categories,  and 
in  every  other  category,  including  married 
couples  with  children,  who  have  provided  bad 
foster  care.  I  think  the  Department  of  Social  Ser¬ 
vice  should  be  asked  to  focus  solely  on  who  could 
provide  good  foster  care,  taking  into  account 
some  of  the  criteria  we  discussed  on  the  phone. 

I  urge  you  to  change  your  decision. 

Barney  Frank 
Washington,  DC 


cutting  away  at 

circumcision 

myths 

Dear  GCN: 

Many  thanks  for  a  generally  excellent  article  on 
circumcision  (June  15).  I  do,  however,  feel  that  a 
few  comments  and  clarifications  are  needed. 

First,  it  should  be  noted  that  INTACT  is  head¬ 
quartered  right  here  in  Massachusetts  and  may  be 
reached  by  writing  to  the  address  given  below. 
The  Washington  State  address  you  mention  for 
INTACT  is  that  of  Peaceful  Beginnings  (formerly 
Prepared  Natural  Childbirth),  a  perinatally- 
oriented  organization  which  has  been  authorized 
to  publish  and  distribute  many  of  INTACT’s 
materials.  While  INTACT  has  used  both  ad¬ 
dresses  in  the  past,  this  practice  has  been 
abandoned  because  it  created  too  much  confu¬ 
sion. 

INTACT  seeks  a  strong  base  of  support  in  its 
home  territory  and  encourages  New  Englanders 
(particularly  Boston  area  people)  who  share  its 
views  to  “get  involved”;  there  is  probably  no 
other  cause  where  so  little  caring  and  effort  can 
produce  such  profound  results.  INTACT’s  motto 
is  “Dedicated  to  Preserving  Freedom  of  Choice,” 
and  that  is  essentially  what  its  educational  pro¬ 
gram  is  all  about.  In  a  matter  this  personal  and,  as 
society  at  large  would  have  it,  controversial, 
maintaining  the  right  of  each  individual  to  even¬ 
tually  make  his  own  decision  regarding  circumci¬ 
sion,  is  an  important  activity.  And  in  all  cases 
where  this  right  does  not  conflict  with  the  right  of 
parents  to  practice  their  religious  beliefs,  any 
other  viewpoint  would  have  to  be  considered  at 
least  un-American.  Yet  ironically,  nonreligious 
neonatal  circumcision  seems  to  be  about  as 
American  as  violence  and  apple  pie. 

Concerning  the  otherwise  outstanding  book 
reviews,  it  is  sad  that  John  Kyper  accuses  author 
Rosemary  Romberg  of  falling  prey  to 
homophobia.  Having  worked  closely  with 
Rosemary  in  the  preparation  of  her  manuscript,  1 
can  assure  you  that  this  is  not  the  case  at  all.  Ac¬ 
tually,  the  book  speaks  well  for  itself  in  this 
regard,  entertaining  as  it  does  the  concept  of 
homosexuality  as  “a  potentially  beneficial  varia¬ 
tion  of  the  sex  drive  which  enables  certain  in¬ 
dividuals  to  concentrate  productivity  in  ways  that 
do  not  include  having  and  raising  children,”  and 
furthermore  acknowledging  “a  marked  trend 
among  psychologists  in  recent  years  to  regard 
homosexuality  simply  as  a  matter  of  preference 
—  ‘no  big  deal’  as  long  as  the  individual  accepts  it 
as  an  innate  part  of  his  being.”  However,  one  can 
hardly  expect  a  book  aimed  primarily  at  the 

medical  and  childbirth  education  communities, 

«/ 

as  well  as  expectant  parents,  to  take  a  pro-gay 
stance.  Personally,  I  don’t  see  any  particular 
harm  in  letting  homophobic  straights  presume 
some  theoretical  correlation  between  routine  cir¬ 
cumcision  and  the  later  development  of  homosex¬ 
ual  tendencies  in  certain  males  —  for  this  will  tend 
to  deter  those  victims  of  prejudice  from  allowing 
their  own  sons  to  be  circumcised.  And  at  such  a 
level  of  thinking  there  is  convincing  logic  in  the 
argument  that  a  circumcised  man  may  seek 
vicarious  enjoyment  of  the  foreskin  he  lacks, 
while,  through  deliberate  choice  of  a  non- 
procreative  lifestyle,  avenging  parents  who  failed 
to  protect  his  genitals  from  harm. 

I  invite  readers  to  share  with  us  their  thoughts 
and  to  obtain  further  information  about  circum¬ 
cision  and  the  effort  underway  to  discourage  its 
practice. 

Sincerely, 

Jeffrey  R.  Wood,  President 
INTACT  Educational  Foundation 
P.O.  Box  Five 
Wilbraham,  MA  01095 


guard/voyeur 

Dear  GCN, 

My  name  is  John  Royal  (“Boojack”)  and  1  am 
being  held  in  segregation  for  something  I  believe 
in,  that  is,  being  gay  and  proud.  This  is  how  it 
came  about.  On  May  11,  1985,  me  and  another 
gay  convict  got  caught  in  the  shower  having  sex, 
and  when  we  got  finished  the  guard  came  through 
the  door  and  said,  “Let’s  go  with  me.”  So  he 
locked  both  of  us  up  and  they  put  Newton  in  pro¬ 
tective  custody  and  me  on  segregation,  trying  to 
make  it  look  like  I  had  forced  him  to  have  sex. 
They  really  don’t  like  me  because  1  have  been 
struggling  against  this  inhuman  prison  system. 
Two  days  later  they  transferred  m/  friend  to 
another  prison  and  gave  me  90  days  segregation! 

It’s  time  for  the  gays  on  the  outside  to  start 
some  kind  of  gay  support  group.  We  really  go 
through  hell  in  here,  especially  if  you’re  a  gay 
who  doesn’t  have  any  family  support,  such  as  me, 
or  who  don’t  know  much  about  the  law. 

How  about  some  of  you  gays  on  the  outside 
writing  John  Taylor,  Asst  Warden,  Powhatan 
Correction  Center,  State  Farm  VA  23160,  and 
demanding  my  release  from  segregation.  Let  him 
know  the  gays  on  the  outside  is  concerned  about 
the  gays  inside,  and  harassment  and  discrimina¬ 
tion  ain’t  going  to  be  tolerated. 

Thank  you.  Keep  the  gay  struggle  going, 

John  Royal 
117208 

Powhatan  C.C. 

State  Farm,  V A  23160 


nyc  nambla  denied 

Dear  GCN: 

Last  February,  as  part  of  our  search  for  a  space 
to  hold  regular  monthly  meetings,  the  Horatio 
Alger  Chapter  of  the  North  American  Man/Boy 
Love  Association  requested  permission  to  rent 
space  in  the  New  York  Lesbian  and  Gay  Com¬ 
munity  Center.  To  us,  this  seemed  the  obvious 
answer  to  our  problems  in  scheduling  a  room  in 
which  to  meet. 

In  March,  the  board  of  the  Center  voted 
unanimously  to  deny  us  meeting  space  during  a 
closed  meeting.  It  lacked  the  courtesy  even  to  in¬ 
form  us  of  its  decision,  and  denied  us  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  appear  before  it  to  present  our  request. 
The  secretive  process  whereby  the  board  reached 
its  decision,  and  the  arrogant  nature  of  its  denial, 
suggest  that  it  wants  a  Community  Center 
without  a  community.  Center  President  Irving 
Cooperberg  went  so  far  as  to  criticize  NAMBLA 
for  informing  the  gay  press  of  the  board’s  deci¬ 
sion!  Cooperberg  asserted  that  NAMBLA  was 
too  controversial,  and  jeopardized  the  Center’s 
fundraising.  His  statements  suggest  that  he  is 
more  concerned  with  possible  reactions  of  state 
bureaucrats  and  wealthy  homosexuals  than  he  is 
with  the  needs  of  the  community  he  claims  to 
serve.  Is  this  any  way  to  run  a  community  center 
for  oppressed  people? 

The  strength  of  the  Lesbian/Gay  movement 
comes  from  people  with  different  interests, 
needs,  and  strengths  united  in  the  conviction  that 
human  rights  cannot  be  denied  because  of  our 
sexual  orientation.  Our  local  NAMBLA  chapter 
believes  that  the  gay  community  must  support  all 
our  diversity,  not  pretend  that  the  only  gays  and 
lesbians  who  exist  are  those  certified  as  acceptable 
by  the  rich  and  powerful. 

NAMBLA  has  been  a  recognized  part  of  the 
Lesbian/Gay  movement  for  more  than  five  years 
now.  It  has  participated  in  annual  Gay  Pride 
marches  and  in  the  Heritage  of  Pride,  Inc.  It  is  a 
member  of  the  New  York  City  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Community  Council,  and  of  the  International 
Gay  Association.  Its  involvement  in  gay  libera¬ 
tion  demonstrates  the  diversity  and  commitment 
of  our  movement. 

The  Community  Center  board  wants  to  shut 
out  NAMBLA.  But  if  it  succeeds,  who  will  be 
next?  S/M  people?  Lesbian  and  gay  youth?  Gays 
and  lesbians  of  color?  Atheists?  Poor  gays? 
Radical  lesbians?  You?  The  Horatio  Alger 
Chapter  is  asking  for  your  support.  Already,  the 
community  is  reacting  with  outrage  to  the  board’s 
action.  Heritage  of  Pride,  Inc.  voted  unanimous¬ 
ly  April  22  to  deplore  the  board’s  denial  of 
meeting  space  to  NAMBLA.  The  Gay  and  Les¬ 
bian  Independent  Democrats  also  voted  to  con¬ 
demn  the  process  whereby  the  decision  was  made. 
And  some  contributors  to  the  Center  have  decid¬ 
ed  to  withhold  donations  until  NAMBLA  is 
allowed  to  meet  there. 

We  urge  you  and  your  group  to  join  in  support¬ 
ing  our  right  to  meet  in  the  Center,  which  is  sup¬ 
posed  to  represent  our  entire  community  in  all  its 
diversity.  Let  the  Center’s  board  know  how  you 
feel.  Please  send  a  copy  of  any  statement  you 
adopt  to  NAMBLA.  Thank  you  for  your  sup¬ 
port! 

Yours  for  freedom, 

Chris  Farrell, 

for  the  Horatio  Alger  Chapter 


classist 

feminism? 

Dear  GCN, 

We  are  still  at  a  standstill  here  as  far  as  the  les¬ 
bian  support  group  1  was  trying  to  get  started 
goes.  1  have  been  giving  it  a  lot  of  thought.  The 
women  outside  who  answered  my  ad  about  com¬ 
ing  in  for  talks,  teaching,  etc.  said  they  would 
need  to  be  reimbursed.  It  really  is  beginning  to 
upset  me  about  that.  All  we  ask  for  is  support  to 
help  those  of  us  in  healing.  To  give  lesbians  Hope 
for  a  future,  to  women  who  really  have  no  place 
to  go,  few  choices  or  alternatives.  You  would 
think  there  would  be  one  or  two  women  who 
could  take  a  few  hours  now  and  then  and  donate 
it  to  empowering  other  lesbians.  Does  woman- 
powered  empowerment  require  reimbursement? 
It  kind  of  oppressed  me  that  women  I  call  my 
sisters,  women  who  call  themselves  feminist, 
would  put  a  $  sign  on  their  work.  You  would 
think  they  could  put  up  a  small  collection  box 
specifying  the  need  for  donations  if  necessary. 

1  don’t  mean  to  bad  mouth  any  group,  but  it’s 
kind  of  classist  of  them,  wouldn’t  you  say?  (If  the 
prison  system  won’t  pay,  they  won’t  offer  their 
services.)  It  all  comes  down  to:  women,  lesbians, 
homosexuals,  don’t  become  empowered,  stay  in 
the  closet,  remain  unheard,  unspeaking  within 
the  system.  This  is  sad.  The  cycle  will  continue 
until  we  as  sisters,  as  homosexuals,  come  together 
and  hold  hands... 

I  know  you  understand  what  I  am  saying.  I 
thank  you  for  your  support  at  GCN.  Someday, 
some  way  we  will  be  heard.  At  times  I  feel 
defeated,  but  I  am  a  survivor,  and  will  continue  in 
the  struggle,  out  of  the  closet,  until  we  get  some 
support  inside  from  the  outside. 

Thank  you  for  the  paper.  We  love  you. 

In  strength  and  sisterhood 
Jackie  Beattie 
Box  971  Cty  Hy  K 
Taycheedah,  WI  54935 
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GCN/Microfilm  for  more  information. 

Opinions  reflected  in  “editorial"  represent 
the  views  of  the  editorial  board.  Signed  let¬ 
ters  and  columns  reflect  the  views  and  opin¬ 
ions  of  the  authors  only.  Comments, 
criticisms,  and  information  are  always 
welcome  from  our  readers:  remember,  it's 
YOUR  paper! 

Postmaster:  Send  address  changes  to: 
Gay  Community  News,  167  Tremont  St.,  5th 
Fl„  Boston,  MA  02111. 
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Community  Voices 


prisoners  and 
criminals 

Dear  GCN, 

We  are  writing  in  response  to  a  graphic  in  the 
“Prisoner  Seeking  Friends”  section  of  recent 
issues  of  GCN  which  reads  basically  “poverty 
leads  to  prison.”  We  found  this  cartoon  extreme¬ 
ly  offensive  and  felt  it  necessary  to  let  you  know 
why. 

The  cartoon  conveys  the  classist  notion  that 
poverty  causes  crime,  that  only  poor  people  are 
criminals.  We  can  see  how  your  staff  might 
perceive  this  graphic  to  be  a  political  statement 
about  capitalism,  class  and  crime;  however,  it’s 
underlying  implications  are  disturbing  and  in¬ 
tolerable.  We  ask  that  you  remove  this  cartoon 
from  your  paper  in  the  future  so  that  we  can  con¬ 
tinue  to  enjoy  and  respect  Gay  Community  News. 
Karen  Erlichman 
Allener  Rogers 
Philadelphia,  PA 

[Prisoner  Project  Note:  The  cartoon  says  nothing 
about  “crime.  ”  It  highlights  the  fact  that  being 
poor  is  the  most  common  factor  in  the  lives  of 
those  in  prison.  If  you  give  the  attention  to  the 
rest  of  the  prisoner  project  material  that  appears 
in  the  paper  that  you  have  given  to  this  cartoon 
you  will  note  that  one  of  the  main  points  of  the 
project  is  to  disabuse  people  of  the  idea  that  those 
who  are  in  prison  are  “criminals”  and  that 
“crime”  is  anything  more  in  most  cases  than  a 
political  concept  intended  by  those  in  power  to 
maintain  the  status  quo  with  respect  to  property 
and  other  privileges.  The  real  “ criminals ” 
( owners  of  unsafe  workplaces,  war  mongers, 
religious  guilt  producers,  family  child  abusers,  etc 
etc )  not  only  are  not  in  prison,  but  are  not 
popularly  known  as  “criminals".  The  Prisoner 
Project  hopes  to  make  a  dent  in  this  association 
between  prisoners  and  “ criminals .  ”] 


victimless  felony 

Dear  GCN, 

I  am  presently  being  held  in  the  Caddo  Deten¬ 
tion  Center  for  a  “crime  against  nature.”  My 
reason  for  writing  is  to  seek  some  outside  support 
for  challenging  this  out-dated  law  which  is  very 
vague  and  unconstitutional. 

It  is  clearly  questionable  when  two  consenting 
adults  are  charged  with  a  so-called  “crime”  (vic¬ 
timless)  that  is  applied  differently  when  it’s  a  mat¬ 
ter  of  heterosexual  prostitution  (minor  crime)  and 
of  homosexual  (felony;  crime  against  nature). 

I  am  desirous  of  attacking  this  matter,  but  I  will 
need  the  aid  of  groups  that  have  been  successful 
in  changing  those  laws  in  other  states.  Legal 
assistance  on  this  matter  is  vital.  Please  contact 
me  if  you  can  help. 

Sincerely  I  am, 

Salenia  Dupra 
51061 

Legal  Defense  Committee 
Rt  2  Box  66 
Keithville.LA  71047 


The  GCN  Prisoner  Project  is  com¬ 
pletely  out  of  gay  paperbacks  and  would 
really  appreciate  it  if  you  have  any  you 
won’t  be  looking  at  again  and  could  drop 
by  the  office  or  send  in.  Thanks  very 
much! 


space  needed  for 
gay  families 

Dear  GCN: 

It  has  always  been  difficult  to  find  space  for 
people  who  don’t  fit  neatly  into  set  categories. 
This  is  especially  true  for  circles  of  gay  friends  or 
“gay  families”  which  include  both  men  and 
women,  children  and  teenagers.  We  moved  to 
Randolph  two  years  ago  and  thought  we  had 
found  one  such  space  at  the  Randolph  Country 
Club.  We  —  our  circle  includes  both  sexes  and  all 
ages  —  have  been  eating  dinner  at  the  Club 
almost  weekly,  sometimes  more  often,  and  we 
have  been  swimming  and  sunning  around  the 
pool. 

Suddenly  we  have  been  told  the  policy  has 
changed.  On  a  hot  Sunday  afternoon,  with 
membership  cards  in  hand,  four  of  us  (a  woman, 
two  boys  aged  16  and  18  and  myself)  were  thrown 
out.  We  were  treated  quite  rudely  and  told  that  no 
more  “children”  would  be  allowed  at  the  pool  or 
for  dinner.  Private  heterosexual  clubs  nearby  as 
well  as  restaurants  and  lounges  which  serve 
alcohol  have  no  such  policy,  and  children  are 
welcome.  Many  straight  bars  specifically  admit 
persons  under  21,  but  do  not  serve  them  liquor. 
Gay  families  with  children  as  well  as  the  large 
community  of  gay  persons  between  18  and  21  are 
left  without  any  place  for  socializing.  Self- 
imposed  oppression  is  the  worst.  Please  let  the 
Randolph  Country  Club  and  other  gay  places 
with  similar  policies  know  that  if  they  expect  to 
continue  to  make  huge  profits  from  our  com¬ 
munity,  they  must  truly  serve  us  and  serve  us  all. 
Sincerely, 

Tom  Reeves 
Randolph,  MA 

no  quid  for  the  quo 

Dear  GCN: 

As  a  member  of  the  Gay  Lesbian  Alliance  of 
Miami  University,  1  find  your  newspaper  a  very 
valuable  resource  and  I  am  quite  happy  to  renew 
my  subscription. 

I  have  a  complaint,  or  perhaps  more  properly  a 
concern,  to  voice  however.  My  pink  paper  is 
semiotic  endorsement  of  feminism,  and  I  have 
always  been  a  committed  supporter  of  both  gay 
and  women’s  rights.  I  am  frequently  distressed, 
however,  to  find  that  the  shared  politics  of  the 
gay-lesbian  movement  and  of  the  feminist  move¬ 
ment  is  not  always  reciprocated  by  the  feminists. 

In  particular,  none  of  the  issues  of  Gloria 
Steinem’s  MS  magazine  has  shown  any  concern 
for  the  lesbians  within  the  women’s  movement.  It 
seems  that  when  it  is  convenient  for  them, 
feminists  include  gays  and  lesbians,  but  when  it  is 
inconvenient,  gays  and  lesbians  are  excluded. 

I  do  not  feel  that  the  gay  press  can  “count 
pages”  to  ascertain  whether  the  anti-sexist  coali¬ 
tion  is  holding  together,  but  I  do  think  our 
coverage  of  feminist  activities  should  be  more 
critical.  Knee-jerk  left-liberalism  does  not  serve 
the  late  eighties. 

Gay  Community  News  support  of  gays  and  les¬ 
bians  of  color  is  entirely  correct,  but  there,  too, 
we  find  little  reciprocation  from  the  Black  press. 
Jesse  Jackson’s  rainbow  had  precious  little 
lavender  in  it! 

I  do  not  advocate  withdrawal  from  left  posi¬ 
tions,  but  I  believe  a  little  intra-movement 
criticism  would  do  no  harm.  We  must  not  allow 
our  support  to  become  one-way.  Our  concerns 
are  mutual. 

Sincerely, 

Robert  B.  Rardin,  II 
Oxford,  OH 


transsexual  forced 
to  plead  insanity 

Dear  GCN: 

1  am  a  transsexual  in  Connecticut.  1  was  living 
as  a  female  part  time  in  the  past  when  1  was  on  the 
outside.  I  was  accused  of  a  crime  I  did  not  even 
do.  According  to  my  mother’s  lawyer  the  only 
way  out  of  prison  for  me  was  to  plead  insanity. 
Thus  I  am  now  in  the  Connecticut  Valley  State 
Hospital.  I  desire  to  tell  my  story  to  you  in  this 
way.  By  my  story  I  mean  my  feelings  on  life  here 
at  this  state  “hospital.” 

I  have  found  that  there  are  very  few  things  that 
a  state  hospital  can  do  for  a  transsexual.  At  first 
when  1  got  here  I  tried  to  hide  my  gender  identity 
situation.  Then  when  1  had  been  away  from  sex¬ 
ual  contact  with  a  man  whom  I  loved  on  the  out¬ 
side  for  a  period  of  time  I  began  to  get  upset. 
Finally  I  told  the  staff  here  at  the  hospital  about 
my  problem.  1  told  them  I  am  a  transsexual.  It 
was  a  thing  that  they  were  not  used  to  hearing.  I 
received  a  great  deal  of  scorn  from  the  staff. 
Especially  when  I  started  to  wear  female  clothes 
on  a  male  ward  here.  I  later  got  a  therapist  who 
was  training  for  her  doctorate.  1  do  not  think  she 
has  helped  me  one  bit.  I  only  started  to  receive 
therapy  in  any  degree  after  speaking  to  a  legal  aid 
advisor  here.  He  has  arranged  for  me  to  visit  with 
a  set  of  doctors  on  the  outside. 

1  desire  contact  with  transsexuals  and  trans¬ 
vestites  with  a  TS  tendancy  out  there  in  the  world. 
People  may  write  me  c/o  my  parents:  Monica 
Jennifer  Jesensky,  93  Wood  Dr.,  East  Hartford, 
CT  06108. 

Also  I  wrote  to  the  address  given  in  issue  No. 41 
for  Tammy  Lynn  White  and  that  jail  claims  she  is 
no  longer  there.  Is  there  any  way  to  contact  her 
and  let  her  know  that  I  desire  to  write? 

I  thank  you  for  the  space  ahead  of  time  if  you 
do  print  this  letter  in  your  fine  newspaper. 
Monica  Jennifer  Jesensky 
Middletown,  CT 

[Prisoner  Project  Note:  The  prison  where  Tammy 
Lynn  is  held  has  refused  to  acknowledge  any  mail 
with  that  name,  or  even  the  initials  T.L.  They  will 
only  allow  mail  to  enter  with  the  name  Thomas  L. 
White.  Such  is  the  pettiness  of  the  caging  mentali¬ 
ty 1 


Supporting  AAC 

In  recognition  of  the  work  of  the 
AIDS  Action  Committee  and  their 
efforts  to  keep  the  community  in¬ 
formed  of  important  events  regard¬ 
ing  AIDS,  GCN  is  introducing  a 
campaign  to  offset  their  advertising 
costs.  Any  donation  made  to  GCN 
and  directed  towards  the  AIDS  Ac¬ 
tion  Committee  will  be  matched  by 
the  paper  and  will  be  used  exclusive¬ 
ly  for  display  advertisments.  All 
contributions  will  be  acknowledged 
by  the  Committee. 

Please  send  donations  to: 

GCN/  AAC 

167  Tremont  Street  # 5 

Boston,  MA  021 1 1 

Thank  you  from  both  GCN  and 
the  AIDS  Action  Committee. 


bringing  my  total 
self  into  the 
struggle 

(GCN  received  a  copy  of  this  letter  to  Bay  Win¬ 
dows. — Ed.) 

Dear  Bay  Windows: 

What’s  a  person  to  do  in  order  to  not  step  on 
anyone’s  “primarily”  gay-oriented  toes?  While 
Bay  Windows'  columnist,  Nancy  Walker,  (i.e. 
May  12-23  article)  may  have  gotten  a  load  off  her 
chest,  she  accomplished  this  task  by  heaving  it  on¬ 
to  mine.  Her  racist  assumptions  and  unrequited 
aspirations  to  become  a  part  of  the  maintream 
society  have  clouded  her  vision.  So  now  we  are 
forced  to  listen  to  her  limp  rage  and  whining  over 
just  what  it  is  that  is  standing  in  the  way  of  achiev¬ 
ing  her  heartfelt  longings. 

I  know  it’s  hard  for  you  to  believe,  Nancy,  but 
there  are  plenty  of  us  out  there  who  are  lesbian, 
gay,  feminist  and  people  of  color  who  would 
have  a  hard  time  squeezing  ourselves  into  your 
tiny  vision  of  gay  life  in  America.  The  way  you 
tell  it,  we’d  have  to  join  a  dozen  different 
organizations  in  order  to  get  our  needs  met.  No 
less  than  that,  you  would  pompously  have  us 
choose  which  of  our  interests  is  primary.  While' 
you’ve  already  stated  which  of  your  oppressions 
is  paramount,  my  survival  depends  upon  being 
able  to  bring  my  total  self  into  the  struggle. 
Though  you  decry  attempts  to  link  the  struggle 
for  gay  liberation  to  one  broad  struggle  that 
would  eliminate  all  the  oppressions,  I  think,  quite 
naturally,  thaf  our  concerns  should  be  addressed 
in  every  organization  and  at  every  level  of  society. 
It  is  only  in  this  way  that  we  can  work  toward  a 
society  that  is  free  from  racism,  sexism  and 
homophobia. 

Speaking  from  the  heights  of  your  white  and 
privileged  tomb  you  would  dare  to  speak  for  the 
maintenance  of  the  status  quo  and  of  course,  for 
the  right  of  gay  white  males  to  displace  hundreds 
of  people  of  color  simply  because  your  life  lacks  a 
certain  joie  de  vivre! 

If  it  were  left  to  you,  Nancy,  our  gay  culture 
would  be  completely  stripped  of  its  content  and 
vitality.  As  it  is  now,  it  suffers  from  a  singularity 
of  vision  only  befitting  certain  white,  gay  males 
who  insist  that  they  are  legitimate  heirs  to  the 
capitalist,  male-dominated  throne. 

And  yes,  I  will  continue  to  struggle  for  the 
rights  of  people  of  color  in  South  Africa,  El 
Salvador,  Haiti  and  elsewhere.  While  it  is  our 
government  that  has  propped  up  and  paid  for 
these  repressive  regimes  it  is  also  our  government 
that  fosters  backward  attitudes  and  hatred 
toward  people  of  color  and  gays  in  North 
America.  The  enemy  is  the  same. 

As  a  Black  lesbian  feminist  I  am  so  tired  of 
struggling  aginst  the  elitism  and  nar¬ 
rowmindedness  that  I  find  in  the  gay  community 
and  in  the  maintream  culture. 

In  struggle, 

Catherine  Joseph 
Boston,  MA 

Got  a 

question  about  AIDS? 

Call  the 

AIDS  Action  Committee 

Boston:  536-7733 
Toll-free:  1-800-272-2577 


If  You  Support  GCN,  The  National  Gay  &  Lesbian  Weekly 
That's  Making  the  Connections,  Please  Let  Us  Know  It. 

Help  Us  Pay  Our  Bills. 

We  Need  $17,000  More  to  Start  Out  1986  in  the  Black. 


Become  a  Sustainer. 


Subscribe. 


Make  a  Contribution. 


Give  Gift  Subscriptions. 


DONATE 


SUBSCRIBE 


Enclosed  is  my  tax-deductible  contribution  of:  I  would  like  to  subscribe  to  GCN  for: 

□  $250  □  $25  □  1  year  $29.00  □  25  Weeks  $17.00  □  25  weeks/low  income  $10.00 

□  $100  □  $10  Contribution  towards  a  free  subscription  for  a  prisoner  $ _ 

□  $50  □ _ (any  amount  is  greatly  appreciated)  (All  subs  are  sent  in  plain  envelopes.) 


SUSTAIN 


I  would  like  to  be  a  Sustainer. 

Enclosed  is  my  tax-deductible  pledge  for  1985  of 
$1000 _ $500 _ $250. _  $150 


$120 


want  to  pledge  $_ 


for  1985  to  be  paid  in  1. 


installments 


Fnclosed  is  my  first  pledge  of  $ _ . 

GCN  sustainers  receive  a  one-year  subscription  &  two  6-week  gift  subs. 


Name 

Address 


Zip 


Make  Checks  Payable  to  GCN.  167  Tremont  St.,  Boston,  MA  02111.  Donations  are  Tax-Deductible. 
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WE  ARE  PLEASED  TO  ANNOUNCE 
THE  OPENING  OF  OUR  NEW  OFFICE 


JOHN  C.  BARNA,  D.M.D. 
AMY  D.  WETTER,  R.D.H. 


790  BOYLSTON  STREET 
10  FAIRFIELD  PLAZA 
BOSTON,  MA  02199 
617-353- 1500 


FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 

16  Haviland  Street 

Boston,  Massachusetts  02115  (617)  267-7573 

Open  Monday- Saturday  Appointment  necessary  -  evenings  available. 
Located  between  Auditorium  and  Symphony  Green  Line  T  stops, 
one  block  west  of  Massachusetts  Ave.  at  Berklee  College  of  Music. 

PATIENT-CENTERED  HEALTH  CARE  IS  OUR  HALLMARK 

Podiatry  •  General  Medicine  •  Family  Planning  •  Women's  Health 
•  Geriatrics  •  Mental  Health  •  Sports  Medicine  •  Nutrition  • 

Minor  Surgery  •  Sexually  Transmitted  Disease  •  Dermatology 

-  24-HOUR  ON-CALL  EMERGENCY  SERVICE 

-  OPEN  TO  ALL  REGARDLESS  OF  RESIDENCE 

-  REASONABLE  FEES/PAYMENT  PLANS 

-  MAJOR  INSURANCE  AND  VISA/MASTERCARD  ACCEPTED 


M  YEARS  OF  QUALITY  HEALTH  CARE  TO  BOSTON'S  LESBIAN/GAY 
COMMUNITY  AND  BACK  BACK  BAY/FENWAY  STUDENT  A  ELDERLY  RESIDENTS 


Dollar  Rent  a  Car 

Compare  &  Save 

Discover  the  Dollar  Difference 


Gena  Spero 

Continued from  page  1 
of  the  trial.  A  date  had  been  set  for 
June  24  but  was  changed  to 
September  9  at  Colella’s  request. 
However,  even  of  this  date,  Col- 
ella  said,  “But  a  lot  of  things  can 
happen  between  now  and  then 
because  you’re  basically  dealing 
with  an  issue  of  competency.” 

Spero  has  been  subjected  to  a 
regimen  of  psychotropic  drugs 
which  include  thorazine  and  pro¬ 
lixin. 

Gina  Sindoni’s  death,  and  the 
subsequent  arrest  of  Spero,  rocked 
the  small  community  of  North¬ 
ampton  in  1983.  Although  many 
women  knew  both  Sindoni  and 
Spero,  Sindoni  in  particular  was 
well-known  for  her  outspoken 
political  activism,  particularly  in 
anti-nuclear  and  anti-militarist 
work. 

Sindoni  was  found  dead  in  the 
apartment  of  Michael  Costas  of 
Haverhill,  a  friend  of  Spero’s,  on 
January  10,  1983.  An  autopsy  was 
delayed  three  days  while  officials 
searched  for  a  coroner  available 
and  willing  to  perform  the  pro¬ 
cedure.  Death  was  declared  by  Ed¬ 
ward  Sussman,  MD,  to  be  the 
result  of  strangulation  and  was 
estimated  to  have  occurred  be¬ 
tween  12:30  and  3:30  p.m. 

Costas  told  police  he  arrived 
home  from  work  on  January  10 
around  4:00  p.m.,  found  Sindoni 
in  the  bathtub  submerged  in  water, 
and  called  police.  The  officer  who 
.responded  to  the  call  said  that 
when  he  arrived,  the  water  was  still 
warm,  as  was  Sindoni’s  body.  At¬ 
tempts  to  revive  her,  by  the  officer 
and  later  an  ambulance  crew, 
failed.  Both  Sindoni  and  Spero 
had  been  staying  with  Costas; 
Spero  had  arrived  late  in  the  even¬ 
ing  of  January  8,  Sindoni  four 
hours  later  in  the  early  morning 
hours  of  January  9. 

Spero  was  arrested  as  a  suspect 
on  January  18  at  a  private 
psychiatric  hospital  where  she  had 
been  admitted  on  January  11. 
Spero  has  a  history  of  psychiatric 
and  alcohol-related  problems.  She 
was  declared  mentally  incompe¬ 
tent  to  stand  trial  on  March  7, 1983 
and  was  held  and  treated  at 
Danvers  State  Hospital  until  she 
was  declared  competent  in 
September.  A  probable  cause 
hearing  was  held  on  October  18, 
1983,  during  which  sketchy  infor¬ 
mation  about  the  case  was 


presented. 

At  the  hearing,  Costas,  who  said 
he  was  “going  out”  with  Spero, 
suggested  the  women  were  having 
difficulties  in  their  relationship, 
saying  that  the  night  before  Sin¬ 
doni  died  she  was  locked  out  of  the 
house  by  Spero.  He  said  he  did  not 
intervene  because  he  considered 
the  matter  to  be  between  them. 

In  a  telephone  interview  with 
GCN,  Spero  said  that  because  of 
the  drugs  and  the  pressure  she  has 
been  under  since  she  was  arrested, 
she  has  little  memory  of  the  day  of 
Sindoni’s  death.  However,  she 
denied  locking  Sindoni  out  and 
suggested  that  Costas  had  done  so 
accidentally. 

Costas  said  he  was  at  work  on 
January  10  from  6:30  a.m.  to  3:00 
p.m.  and  that  he  stopped  at  a 
grocery  store  on  his  way  home. 
Spero  told  GCN  she  left  the  house 
after  watching  a  morning  movie, 
but  could  not  recall  the  time.  A 
neighbor  last  saw  a  woman,  pre¬ 
sumed  to  be  Sindoni,  outside  the 
Costas  apartment  between  11:15 
and  11:30  a.m. 

At  the  hearing,  Harry  Parker, 
with  whom  Spero  had  dinner  the 
night  of  the  alleged  murder,  told 
the  court  that  Spero  told  him  she 
had  choked  Sindoni.  But  Colella 
pursued  Parker’s  testimony, 
pointing  out  that  it  took  three 
visits  to  Parker  by  police  before  he 
told  police  of  the  alleged  state¬ 
ment. 

But  Spero  questioned  Parker’s 
credibility,  saying  he  murdered  a 
man  but  was  found,  not  guilty  by 
reason  of  insanity,  an  assertion 
that  the  prosecutor  in  the  Spero 
case,  Robert  Ziemian,  confirmed. 

Also  appearing  at  the  probable 
cause  hearing  was  Spero’s  friend, 
Sue  Richard,  who  said  that  Costas 
had  once  raped  her  while  Spero 
was  present.  She  also  said  that 
Spero  was  at  her  house  after  the 
murder  and  asked  her,  “what  if 
that  was  you?”  Richard  refused  to 
interpret  the  remark  when  Ziemian 
asked  what  it  meant,  answering, 
“I  don’t  have  any  idea.” 

Spero  maintains  her  innocence, 
and  said  she  did  see  people  while 
she  was  out  of  the  house  on  that 
afternoon.  However,  no  witnesses 
were  presented  on  Spero’s  behalf, 
as  is  typical  in  probable-cause 
hearings. 

It  remains  for  the  trial  to  occur 
for  the  events  of  the  day  to  be  un¬ 
ravelled.  Several  questions  and 
issues  will  need  to  be  clarified  at 
that  time.  Were  there  signs  of  a 
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placement,  a  possibility  that  did 
not  seem  to  be  taken  into  account 
when  the  policy  was  originally  pre¬ 
sented.  McFeeley  also  said  he 
believes  the  letter  recognizes  that 
there  may  be  a  shortage  of  “tradi¬ 
tional”  placements  available. 

Dorsey  told  GCN  the  letter  does 
not  represent  any  change.  “It’s 
different  wording,  but  says  the 
same  thing,”  said  Dorsey.  He  also 
said,  “We  acknowledge  there  may 
be  appropriate  placements  other 
than  with  traditional  families  or 
with  relatives.”  “The  starting 
point,”  he  said,  should  be  with 
consideration  of  a  traditional 
family.  However,  Carol  Brill,  of 
the  National  Association  of  Social 
Workers  (NASW),  said  the  best 
policy  would  be  one  where  there  is 
flexibility  and  a  recognition  that 
the  traditional  family  is  not  the 
best  setting  for  all  children. 

McCarthy  told  GCN  he  believed 
the  significance  of  the  meeting  was 
that  “the  lines  of  communication 
remain  open,”  and  said  he  believes 
Dukakis  has  clarified  that  there  is 
“not  a  ban”  on  foster  parenting 
for  gay  men  and  lesbians. 

Gay  and  Lesbian  Defense 
Committee  Continues  Organizing 

The  Gay  and  Lesbian  Defense 
Committee  (GLDC)  steams  ahead 
with  new  actions  planned  and 
others  being  continued.  According 
to  GLDC  member  Sue  Hyde,  sub¬ 
committees  planning  various  ac¬ 
tivities  will  meet  on  July  1 1  to  give 


reports  to  the  coordinating  com¬ 
mittee.  Some  of  the  actions 
planned  or  continuing  include: 

•  A  “Dukakis  Watch,”  with 
GLDC  organizing  pickets  at 
selected  Dukakis  appearances. 
Thus  far,  eleven  appearances  have 
been  picketed  with  attendance 
ranging  from  one  person  to  100. 
The  watch  has  been  hampered  by 
an  inability  to  obtain  the  gover¬ 
nor’s  schedule  sufficiently  in  ad¬ 
vance  to  organize  adequately.  In¬ 
formation  about  the  watches  can 
best  be  obtained  by  calling  (617) 
628-6007  or  267-7705. 

Interestingly,  a  picket  was 
organized  by  the  Gay  Activist 
Alliance  in  Washington  D.C.  for 
Dukakis’  appearance  before  the 
Democratic  Policy  Commission  at 
the  Shoreham  Hotel.  Jeff  Levi,  the 
political  director  of  the  National 
Gay  Task  Force,  said  the  issue  is 
one  which  touches  every  local 
community. 

•  Consideration  of  the 
establishment  of  a  hotline  to  assess 
the  effects  of  the  foster  care 
policy.  The  hotline  would  be 
especially  for  DSS  children,  foster 
parents,  and  DSS  workers  to  call 
and  report  problems  with  the  new 
policy. 

•  A  meeting  planned  by  gay  and 
lesbian  state  workers  for 
September  to  decide  what  actions, 
if  any,  they  will  take.  One  of  the 
organizers  told  GCN  the  meeting 
will  be  “exploratory.” 

•  Consideration  of  a  non- 
compliance  campaign,  among 
other  options,  by  Human  Service 
workers. 


struggle?  Did  Spero,  Sindoni  or 
Costas  have  any  bruises  or 
scratches?  Does  the  Costas  super¬ 
market  receipt  have  a  time 
stamped  on  it?  Can  Spero  ade¬ 
quately  account  for  her  time  on  the 
afternoon  of  the  10th?  Did  Costas, 
who  was  accused  by  Richard  of 
rape,  have  any  reason  to  harm  Sin¬ 
doni?  Were  Spero  and  Sindoni 
fighting?  Can  the  time  of  death  be 
more  nearly  pinpointed? 

According  to  Ziemian,  one  of 
the  issues  which  needed  to  be  re¬ 
solved  by  the  SJC  concerned 
evidence  in  the  case.  He  said  the 
defense  had  turned  over  a  camera 
which  contained  film  of  the 
murder  scene.  Although  Ziemian 
would  not  provide  details,  he  said 
the  issue  which  the  SJC  had  to 
decide  was  whether  the  defense 
was  obliged  to  reveal  how  they 
came  in  possession  of  the  camera. 
Ziemian  suggested  that  this  infor¬ 
mation,  which  is  not  public,  will  be 
an  important  part  of  the  case. 

Colella  told  GCN  that  in  a 
murder  trial  it  is  the  responsibility 
of  the  state  to  prove,  first,  that  the 
defendant  committed  the  act  and, 
secondly,  that  the  defendant  is 
criminally  responsible.  Colella 
said  he  does  not  concede  that  a 
murder  occurred,  saying  the  facts 
could  be  interpreted  to  include 
lesser  crimes  such  as  manslaughter 
or  negligence.  “The  trial  will  get 
into  the  relationship  and  sexual 
aspects  of  it  which  the  papers  will 
eat  up,”  he  said,  later  adding, 
“Sexual  practices  are  an  essential 
part  of  the  [case]  —  they  tie  into 
the  mode  of  death.” 

Colella  also  said  he  wants  Spero 
completely  free  of  the  effects  of 
medication  when  the  trial  begins 
because  a  “defendant  has  a  right 
to  present  [herself/himself]  in  an 
unmedicated  condition  [so]  the 
jury  [can]  perceive  you  free  of 
chemical  restraints....  The  point  is 
the  jury  will  perceive  her  in  the 
condition  she  was  in  at  the  time  of 
the  alleged  crime,  which  is  essen¬ 
tial.”  This  is  one  of  the  issues,  ac¬ 
cording  to  Colella,  which  needed 
to  be  decided  by  the  SJC  when 
Spero’s  psychiatrist  refused  to 
take  her  off  the  medication. 

When  asked  what  will  happen  to 
Spero  when  the  effect  of  the 
medication  wears  off,  Colella 
replied,  “Let’s  put  it  this  way: 
when  she  was  off  the  medication, 
she  was  incompetent....  You  can 
draw  your  own  conclusions  what 
will  happen  when  she  is  removed 
from  the  medication.” 


•  Consideration  of  a  public 
speakout  by  DSS  workers  opposed 
to  the  policy.  In  addition, 
grassroots  public  hearings  on  the 
policy,  to  coincide  with  the  gov¬ 
ernment’s  pro  forma  hearings,  are 
also  under  consideration. 

According  to  GLDC  members 
Holly  Ladd  and  Ellen  Herman, 
emergency  funding  is  being  sought 
to  carry  out  the  projects  planned. 
Money  is  needed  to  obtain  office 
space,  materials,  a  phone,  and  a 
coordinator. 

Response  of  Coalition  Groups 

Many  groups,  including  social 
workers  and  child  advocacy 
groups,  have  spoken  out  against 
the  policy.  With  some  groups,  fur¬ 
ther  actions  may  depend  upon  the 
ability  of  GLDC  to  plug  them  into 
specific  actions.  However,  such  ef¬ 
forts  have  been  stalled  as  the 
GLDC,  only  six  weeks  old,  at¬ 
tempts  to  solidify  its  own  structure 
and  agenda.  However,  actions  that 
have  occurred  so  far  include: 

•  Over  40  professional 
organizations,  including  NASW, 

Continued  on  page  11 

Correction 

An  article  in  Vol.  12,  No.  50, 
entitled  “Gays  of  Color  Lay 
Groundwork  for  Coalition,” 
incorrectly  identified  one  of  the 
Black  lesbians  active  in  the 
Combahee  River  Collective  in 
Boston  as  Beverly  J.  Smith. 
The  name  of  the  actual  partici¬ 
pant  is  Beverly  (Aurora)  Smith. 
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Women’s  Studies 
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declared  that  feminists  should  not 
allow  the  New  Right  to  claim  the 
label  of  “pro-family.”  To  ignore 
or  reject  the  issue  of  the  family 
would  be  to  alienate  many  poor 
and  working-class  women  for 
whom  family  is  an  important  reali¬ 
ty  in  daily  experience.  Rather,  they 
said,  feminists  must  seek  to 
redefine  “family”  to  include  alter¬ 
native  forms,  including  gay  and 
single-parent  homes.  Williams, 
a  Black  Christian,  also  spoke 
about  the  role  her  religious  faith 
has  played  in  her  politics. 

Also  speaking  was  Cheryl 
Schaffer,  the  Boston  regional 
coordinator  of  District  925  of  the 
Service  Employees  International 
Union  (SE1U).  Describing  how 
“9-2-5”  has  evolved  as  the  union¬ 
organizing  arm  of  the  clerical 
workers  organization  9to5,  Schaf¬ 
fer  said  working-class  women 
women  can  easily  relate  to  the 
union  structure  as  a  type  of 
organization  they  are  familiar 
with. 

Shaffer  also  emphasized  the 
need  for  women  academics  to 
vigorously  support  clerical  and 
service  workers  organizing  on  their 
campuses,  and  called  on  feminist 
academics  to  do  class-conscious 
research  on  the  racial  as  well  as  the 
gender  dimension  of  comparable 
worth. 

A  second  plenary  named  “Com¬ 
mon  Causes:  Uncommon  Coali¬ 
tions”  was  held  on  Saturday,  June 
22.  Charlotte  Bunch,  long-time 
feminist  activist,  writer  and 
former  editor  of  the  journal 
Quest,  addressed  common 
obstacles  for  white  women  around 
the  issue  of  building  multi-racial 
coalitions,  including  guilt,  over- 
personalization,  limiting  other 
women  to  identity  issues,  and  the 
claim  of  weariness.  Bunch  em¬ 
phasized  the  need  to  build  coali¬ 
tions- to  bring  change  in  .the  world. 

The  second  speaker  was  Merle 
Woo,  Asian  lesbian  and  member 
of  Radical  Women,  and  a  recent 
victor  in  a  discrimination  case 
against  the  University  of  Calif., 
Berkeley.  Woo  talked  about  her 
experience  in  campus  organizing, 
and  discussed  the  effectiveness  of 
multi-racial,  multi-issue  coalitions 
as  vehicles  through  which  in¬ 
dividual  groups  can  gain  support 
from  a  base. 

Barbara  Smith,  Black  lesbian 
and  member  of  Kitchen  Table: 
Women  of  Color  Press,  next  posed 
the  question  of  NWSA  being 
either  an  activist  or  academic 
organization  “creates  a  false 
dichotomy.”  Referring  to  a  state¬ 
ment  she  made  to  NWSA  in  1979 
calling  for  more  openness  and 
diversification,  Smith  said  that  the 
situation  has  changed  little. 

The  last  speaker  was  Barbara 
MacDonald,  co-author  with  Cyn¬ 
thia  Rich  of  Look  Me  In  the  Eye: 
Old  Women,  Aging  and  Ageism. 
MacDonald  criticized  the  low 
priority  given  to  the  issue  of 
ageism.  She  noted  that  while  old 
women  are  frequently  used  as 
resources  for  women’s  history, 
they  are  also  expected  to  be 
“grandmothering”  and  nurturing 


toward  younger  women,  and  when 
they  do  not  comply,  are  degraded 
as  “childlike”  or  “crazy.” 

The  conference  also  sponsored 
144  individual  workshops,  cover¬ 
ing  a  large  variety  of  feminist 
issues  and  concerns.  Many  of  the 
workshops  focused  on  identity 
politics  and  women’s  distinct 
cultural  experiences.  These  includ¬ 
ed  workshops  on  Hawaiian 
women,  Palestinian  women, 
women  in  El  Salvador  and  Cuba, 
Asian  women  in  the  U.S.,  Jewish 
women  and  spiritual  identity, 
Jewish  women  and  lesbian  identi¬ 
ty,  and  images  of  Chicana  women 
in  literature. 

Women’s  cultures  unique  to  the 
Northwest  were  also  the  focus  of 
several  workshops.  Two  in  par¬ 
ticular  focused  on  Native 
American  Indian  women’s  ex¬ 
periences  and  work.  In  one,  Nancy 
Quigs  from  the  Nooksak  Indian 
tribe  and  Jo  Cochran,  currently  at 
the  University  of  Washington,  read 
from  their  poetry.  In  a  second, 
Jane  Martin,  Binah  McCloud,  and 
Julie  Van  Every  from  the  North¬ 
west  Indian  Women’s  Circle  talked 
about  the  history  of  the  early  In¬ 
dian  rights  movement  as  well  as 
the  activism  of  the  Women’s  Circle 
today. 

A  slice  of  the  Boston  area’s  les¬ 
bian  history  was  presented  at  one 
workshop  entitled  “Building 
Community,  Finding  Love:  Les¬ 
bian  Bar  Culture  Since  the 
Forties.”  Pat  Gozemba  of  Salem 
State  College  presented  research 
about  a  working-class  gay  and  les¬ 
bian  bar  called  Fran’s  Place  in 
Lynn,  Mass.  Gozemba  focused  on 
the  work  lives  and  patterns  of 
long-standing  lesbian  patrons  in 
the  community  of  this  bar,  and  re¬ 
flected  on  what  the  choice  to  be 
“out”  on  the  job  had  meant  to 
them. 

In  this  same  workshop  represen¬ 
tatives  of  an  oral  history  project  in 
the  Buffalo  area  studying  lesbian 
relationships  in  the  1940s  and  ’50s 
noted  that  some  of  the  inter¬ 
viewees’  life  experiences  of  serial 
monogamy  challenged  the  inter¬ 
viewers’  implicit  model  of  lifelong 
“marriage”  for  lesbian  relation¬ 
ships. 

Roberta  Yusba  of  the  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  Lesbian  and  Gay  History 
Project  followed  with  a  vivid  and 
detailed  slide  show  on  the  genre  of 
lesbian  pulp  novels  from  1950 
through  1965. 

There  were  several  workshops  in 
which  women  shared  their  “prac¬ 
tical”  energies.  One  of  these,  titled 
“Life  After  Women’s  Studies,” 
centered  around  a  community 


women’s  center  called 
“Womanspirit”  located  in  the 
north  side  of  Chicago.  Lois  Del 
Busse  Neville  and  Linda  Fergus- 
Pelini,  the  original  organizers,  dis¬ 
cussed  the  center’s  ten-year  history 
and  cautioned  the  audience  that 
the  the  process  of  consciousness- 
raising  must  eventually  flow  to  ac¬ 
tion,  that  “the  time  of  rage”  is 
also  the  time  of  movement. 

Undoubtedly  2800  women  went 
home  from  the  NWSA  Conference 
on  Sunday,  June  23  full  of  new 
ideas,  old  ideas,  challenged, 
angry,  inspired,  tired.  NWSA,  one 
of  the  few  large  meeting  places  for 
women  to  gather  nationally 
around  a  feminist  agenda,  once 
again  brought  with  it  the  political 
struggles  of  the  day.  Next  year’s 
NWSA  conference,  slated  for 
Urbana-Champaign,  Illinois  June 
11-15,  will  focus  on  “Women 
Working  for  Change:  Health, 
Cultures  and  Societies.” 

Howard 
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son.  She  said  she  had  been  forced 
to  move  and  get  an  unlisted  phone 
number  because  of  threats  after 
Howard’s  death.  She  asked 
whether  the  three  youths  who  had 
killed  Howard  were  still  in  prison 
and  said  she  still  could  not  believe 
that  they  were  not  tried  as  adults. 

The  three  youths,  James  Baines, 
Shawn  Mabry,  and  Daniel  Ness, 
now  aged  16,  17,  and  18  respec¬ 
tively,  are  now  serving  terms  at  the 
Maine  Youth  Center  in  South 
Portland.  The  state  declined  to  try 
them  as  adults  in  exchange  for 
guilty  pleas  to  juvenile  charges  of 
manslaughter.  The  youths  may  re¬ 
main  at  the  center  until  they  turn 
21. 

According  to  testimony,  Baines, 
Mabry,  and  Ness  were  driving 
through  Bangor  early  in  the  even¬ 
ing  of  July  7,  1984,  when  they 
spotted  Howard  walking  with 
another  man.  They  left  the  car  and 
chased  him  several  hundred  feet 
until  Howard  tripped  and  fell  on 
the  bridge.  There  they  kicked  and 
beat  him  and  threw  him  over  the 
bridge,  despite  Howard’s  cries  that 
he  was  unable  to  swim.  Howard’s 
companion  then  summoned  the 
police,  but  his  body  was  not  found 
until  later  in  the  evening.  The 
youths  later  claimed  they  had  at¬ 
tacked  Howard  because  he  had 
made  a  sexual  comment  to  one  of 
them. 
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By  Donald  Stone 

(The  following  is  based  on  a  series  of  interviews  with 
members  of  the  Boston  Alliance  of  Cay  and  Lesbian 
Youth  (BACLY)  and  of  Cay  and  Lesbian  Liberated  Youth 
of  the  North  Shore  (CALLYNS)  and  on  responses  to  a 
questionnaire  circulated  by  these  two  organizations.  It  is 
inevitable  that  many  young  gay  men  and  lesbians  in 
Boston  and  elsewhere  will  not  share  the  views  expressed 
here.  We  have  not  sought  to  canvass  all  possible  opinions 
but  rather  to  remind  the  adult  community  that  this  seg¬ 
ment  of  our  population  exists  among  us  with  its  par¬ 
ticular  needs,  concerns,  and  strengths.) 

Although  Boston  and  its  suburbs  provide  very 
limited  resources  for  gay  youth,  every  year  dozens  of 
gay  men  and  lesbians  between  the  ages  of  14  and  22 
find  their  way  to  the  weekly  meetings  of  BAGLY  and,  in 
somewhat  smaller  numbers,  to  GALLYNS.  As  with  any 
cross-section  of  the  gay  world,  these  organizations  have 
a  diverse  membership  —  a  diversity,  in  fact,  which  quite 
outdistances  most  other  gay  groups  in  the  Boston  area. 
Not  only  is  the  number  of  women  and  people  of  color 
who  attend  BAGLY  meetings  impressively  high,  but  also 
both  groups  welcome,  embrace,  and  sustain  a  wide 
variety  of  gay  and  lesbian  styles.  Whatever  functions 


"Sometimes  if  you're  not  just  so  it's  almost  as  bad  as  be¬ 
ing  a  gay  person  in  a  group  of  homophobes."  Long¬ 
standing  members  of  these  organizations  agree  that 
such  statements  often  reveal  the  extent  to  which  their 
age  group  retains  and  repeats  heterosexual  thinking 
about  gays  and  lesbians,  even  as  its  exposure  to  the  gay 
world  is  slowly  growing.  This  fact  reveals  the  first  of  a 
number  of  interesting  paradoxes  surrounding  the  ex¬ 
periences  and  attitudes  of  these  young  people. 
Although  they  themselves  believe  that  the  new  visibility 
enjoyed  by  homosexuals  today  has  helped  to  fore¬ 
shorten  their  coming  out,  that  same  visibility  proves  to 
be  less  informative  than  one  might  think.  To  hear  and 
read  about  gays  and  lesbians  may  give  a  name  to  other¬ 
wise  unclear  and  troubling  emotions,  but  that  ex¬ 
perience  does  not  appear  sufficient  to  efface  those  pre¬ 
judices  which,  after  all,  have  been  instilled  over  a  much 
longer  period  of  time. 

Tensions  between  the  young  and  adult  populations 
can  also  derive  from  very  concrete  facts.  The  young  feel 
ignored  by  the  older  gay  world.  To  make  their  point 
they  underscore  the  lack  of  coverage  they  receive  in  the 
gay  press  as  well  as  the  practice  of  holding  benefits  and 
other  gatherings  in  bars  (where  they  cannot  be  present) 
and  charging  at  such  events  sums  of  money  beyond  the 


When  the  gay  community  expresses  its  disapproval,  the 

effect  is  chilling ,  to  say  the  least.  In  this  regard,  the 
rise  of  the  macho  muscular  clone  has  sent  the  young  queen 

an  unambiguous  message. 


BAGLY  and  GALLYNS  serve  for  their  members,  to  the 
outside  observer,  they  are  first  and  foremost  an  ex¬ 
perience  in  tolerance  from  which  the  wider  gay  com¬ 
munity  could  learn  much. 

It  is  also  true  that  on  a  great  many  issues,  these  young 
people  share  the  perspective  of  their  straight  peers. 
They  enjoy  the  same  music,  feel  much  more  at  ease 
with  individuals  their  own  age,  and  perceive  adults, 
whatever  their  sexual  persuasion,  as  a  distinct,  uncom¬ 
fortably  "other"  versions  of  the  human  condition. 
When,  for  example,  the  representative  of  a  group  of 
older  gay  men  once  spoke  to  BAGLY,  the  questions  ad¬ 
dressed  to  him  fixed  on  the  past  ("What  was  it  like  when 
you  were  young?")  and  ignored  the  present,  from 
which,  no  doubt  unconsciously,  his  audience  assumed 
he  had  removed  himself.  This  same  sense  of  distance 
has  also  inspired  the  young  to  avoid  the  mistakes  of 
their  elders.  They  do  not  want  a  life  of  superficial  bed¬ 
hopping.  They  insist  that  sex  should  not  matter  more 
than  love. 

As  these  remarks  imply,  many  people  in  BAGLY 
and  GALLYNS  have  already  formed  a  mental  image  of 
gay  society.  It  is  not  a  particularly  positive  image.  In  ad¬ 
dition  to  being  obsessed  with  sex,  the  gay  world  they 
imagine  is  characterized  by  role-playing  and  the  crea¬ 
tion  of  exclusionary  cliques.  As  one  person  phrased  it. 


means  of  most  young  people. 

No  less  difficult  to  accept  has  been  the  disapproving 
attitude  of  the  older  community  toward  the  exag¬ 
gerated,  flamboyant  behavior  of  certain  young  gay 
men.  In  some,  adopting  the  outrageous  stance  is  the 
result  of  a  self-confessed  attitude  of  overcompensation 
(what  I  think  was  once  called  "coming  out  with  a 
vengeance").  The  private  and  internal  embracing  of 
one's  gayness  does  not  acquire  validity  unless  exter¬ 
nalized  in  a  deportment  that  proclaims  the  truth  to 
others.  (Or,  perhaps  by  ceasing  to  pass  for  straight,  one 
exorcises  the  last  impediments  to  acceptance;  or 
perhaps  the  one-time  victim  of  slights  now  flaunts  his 
homosexuality  in  retaliation.)  For  others,  such  behavior 
represents  a  conscious  choice  of  lifestyle  which  the  sup¬ 
port  and  understanding  provided  by  these  organiza¬ 
tions  make  more  tolerable  in  the  face  of  hostile  reac¬ 
tions  from  parents  and  straight  peers.  When  the  gay 
community  expresses  its  disapproval  as  well,  the  effect 
is  chilling  to  say  the  least.  And  that  community  has 
managed  to  convey  its  opprobrium  collectively  as  well 
as  individually.  The  rise  of  the  macho,  muscular  clone 
has,  in  this  regard,  sent  the  young  queen  an  unam¬ 
biguous  message. 

It  is  no  secret  that  to  many  the  clone  carries  a 
political  message.  He  gives  the  finger  to  the  notion  that 


gay  means  effeminate,  psychotic,  and  weak.  He  is  the 
physical  equivalent  of  the  new  gay  militancy:  self- 
assured,  aggressively  male-,  as  much  at  home  in  the 
bedroom  as  in  the  corner  gym  (just  like  all  red-blooded 
American  men).  As  several  of  today's  youth  would  be 
quick  to  point  out,  however,  while  the  men  in  the  flan¬ 
nel  shirts  have  been  buSy  repudiating  a  gay  stereotype, 
they  have  also  been  repudiating  real  people.  (And  it  is 
perhaps  not  inappropriate  to  note  that  they  have 
repudiated  much  of  our  history  as  well.  The  documen¬ 


tary  Before  Stonewall  leaves  no  doubt  that  the  queen 
stereotype  is  the  visible  thread  running  through  our 
recorded  past.) 

To  state  the  problem  someWhat  differently,  for 
many  members  of  BAGLY  and  GALLYNS,  a  population 
which  has  taken  the  difficult  step  of  identifying  with  a 
gay  organization  at  an  early  age,  the  tendency  to  equate 
that  step  with  acceptance  by,  and  entry  into,  the 
wider  gay  community  is  often  quite  strong.  When  bar¬ 
riers  appear,  especially  in  the  highly  sensitive  area  of 


one's  lifestyle,  they  spawn  a  very  particular  frustration. 
Suddenly  one  appears  other  and  different  to  those  who 
should  understand  best  the  person  that  has  come  seeking 
admission  to  adult  society.  In  the  questionnaire  dis¬ 
tributed  by  the  two  youth  organizations,  the 
respondents  were  asked  to  describe  their  ideal  commu¬ 
nity.  Again  and  again  tolerance  surfaces  as  that  commu¬ 
nity's  most  salient  feature.  Understated  is  a  recognition 
that  the  desired  tolerance  must  be  fostered  within  as 
well  as  outside  the  gay  and  lesbian  world. 

If  we  add  to  these  burdens  the  advent  of  AIDS  and 
an  increasingly  repressive  political  environment,  it 
would  be  easy  to  imagine  that  discouragement  runs 
high  in  these  groups.  In  reality,  nothing  could  be  less 
true.  Those  who  have  been  out  for  a  short  time  feel 
understandably  tense  about  the  new  situation  in  which 
they  find  themselves.  They  are  also  certain  that  their  dis¬ 
comfort  will  pass  over  time.  More  "seasoned" 
members  insist  that  they  are  quite  comfortable  with 
their  sexuality  and  speak  about  the  future  with  con¬ 
fidence.  They  do  not  believe  that  their  sexual 
preference  will  have  an  adverse  effect  on  either  per¬ 
sonal  or  professional  fulfillment. 

One  suspects  that  the  organizations  can  take  much 
of  the  credit  for  fostering  so  positive  a  self-image.  By 
providing  a  safe  environment  for  these  young  people, 
they  have  broken  down  the  sense  of  isolation  that 
weighs  heavily  on  young  gays  and  lesbians,  especially 
those  living  in  the  suburbs  (and  in  this  regard  it  should 
be  noted  that  although  the  number  of  BAGLY  members 
from  Boston  proper  has  remained  steady,  the  propor¬ 
tion  of  members  from  the  suburbs  continues  to  rise). 
The  creation  of  GALLYNS  this  past  year  provides 


good  number  of  these  individuals  still  live  with  their 
families,  the  opportunity  to  share  an  apartment  with  a 
lover  does  not  exist  in  any  case.)  What  matters  is  the  ex¬ 
perimentation  that  is  occurring,  an  experimentation 
that  can  be  discussed  at  various  weekly  meetings  re¬ 
served  for  just  such  a  purpose. 

In  a  sense,  BAGLY  and  GALLYNS  may  do  their  job 
too  well,  as  the  term  of  participation  for  the  average 
member  does  not  extend  much  beyond  one  year.  This 
fact  suggests  that  the  period  after  coming  out  that  must 
pass  before  one  feels  confident  and  better  oriented  as  a 
gay  person  in  a  straight  world  can  be  significantly 
shortened  when  peer  support  is  present.  For  that  reason 
alone  the  contribution  of  these  groups  to  our  communi¬ 
ty  cannot  be  overestimated. 

Signs  exist  which  indicate  that  this  peer  support  also 
helps  foster  a  strong  social  consciousness,  even  though 
(yet  another  paradox)  neither  the  groups  nor  their 
members  see  themselves  as  political  by  nature.  Their 
anger  over  racism  and  sexism  is  very  noticeable.  In 
response  to  the  same  question  about  an  ideal  communi¬ 
ty  already  mentioned,  a  young  lesbian  wrote:  "I  would 
like  to  live  in  a  community  where  people  don't  care  if 
you're  black,  white,  gay,  straight  or  have  hair  on  your 
chest  if  you're  a  woman."  Many  would  like  to  see  the 
creation  of  a  gay  and  lesbian  community  center  that 
could  deemphasize  the  bars  as  the  focal  point  of  gay 
socializing.  Others,  speaking  no  doubt  with  the  voice  of 
experience,  underscore  the  need  to  require  frank  dis¬ 
cussion  of  homosexuality  within  high  school  courses  on 
sex  education. 

In  a  period  traumatized  by  the  scourge  of  AIDS  and 
the  recent  eruption  of  irrationality  over  gay  and  lesbian 


"I  would  like  to  live  in  a  community  where  people  don't 
care  if  you're  black,  white,  gay,  straight  or  have  hair  on 
your  chest  if  you're  a  woman." 


evidence  of  both  the  needs  of  suburban  lesbian  and  gay 
youth  and  their  determination  to  support  each  other  in 
meeting  those  needs. 

More  importantly,  perhaps,  the  organizations  have 
made  it  possible  for  their  members  to  create  a  social  life 
separate  from  the  bars.  This  can  mean  going  out  in  small 
groups  or  placing  a  strong  emphasis  on  "dating,"  that 
is,  getting  to  know  one  another  at  an  easy  pace  and 
relegating  sex  to  a  position  of  secondary  importance. 
With  dating  comes  a  conscious  effort  to  put  gay  male 
relationships  on  a  more  meaningful  basis;  it  will  be  in¬ 
teresting  to  observe  whether  this  practice  can  be  sus¬ 
tained  long  enough  to  leave  its  mark  on  the  wider  gay 
male  scene.  Many  already  use  the  word  "relationship"  to 
describe  past  and  present  involvements  which,  in  the 
main,  do  not  last  beyond  a  few  months.  But  no  matter. 
Of  consequence  here  is  not  the  vocabulary  of  a  precise 
motivation  or  the  intensity  of  the  coupling.  (Since  a 


foster  parents,  the  adult  community  may  feel  justified  in 
losing  sight  of  the  reasonableness  of  these  aspirations. 
And  that  is  just  what  the  young  regret  most  about  the 
scene:  it  forgets  them  so  easily.  They  themselves  would 
acknowledge  the  difficulties  that  confront  an  attempt  to 
form  a  community  center  or  to  sponsor  truly  com¬ 
prehensive  sex  education  for  adolescents.  They  were, 
after  all,  describing  an  "ideal"  community.  But  the 
desire  for  recognition,  for  access  to  the  general  activities 
of  the  gay  and  lesbian  scene,  for  understanding  and  ac¬ 
ceptance,  who  can  responsibly  insist  that  these  goals 
need  wait  for  the  resolution  of  more  feasible  problems? 
The  success  of  BAGLY  and  GALLYNS  is  by  definition  on¬ 
ly  a  beginning  whose  completion  depends  on  a 
response  by  the  adult  male  world  beyond.  The  young 
have  shown  how  that  process  can  be  started.  To  ask  any 
more  of  them  is  simply  to  postpone  that  necessary  con¬ 
frontation  with  our  own  inaction  and  insensitivity. 
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Boston  Area  Rape  Crisis  Center 

seeks  volunteer  counselors 
for  24-hour  hotline 

7-week  intensive  training 
begins  September  23rd 

Interviews  in  August 
for  info  call  492-RAPE 

Women  of  color  and  bi-cultural  women  encouraged  to 

volunteer. 


AUTO  INSURANCE 

(Insure  Locally) 

ROGERS  &  DINIS  Agency 
404  Mass.  Ave.,  Arlington 


643-3040 


A 


apartment  insurance:  $10,000  for  $120 


health  insurance 


time  payments 


plate  service 


y 


Dr.  Jonathan  D.  Stein 
Chiropractor 

Treatment  of:  Neck  and  shoulder  pain, 
Headaches,  Low  back  pain,  Bursitis,  Acute  and 
Chronic  Musculoskeletal  conditions  resulting 
from  occupational  stress  and  nervous  tension. 

Evening  and  Saturday  Appts.  Available,  232-7200 

375  Harvard  St.,  Brookline,  MA 


REAL  PAPER  AWARDS 

Best  Auto  Mechanic 


J&S  Automotive 

277  Northampton  Street 

Boston 


It  looks  like  a  big  commercial  garage, 
but  there  are  all  these  weird  little 
things  about  it  Reggae  music  is 
blasting  away,  signs  for  political  and 
union  meetings  are  taped  up.  the 
mechanic  might  be  a  woman,  and 
sometimes  it's  hard  to  find  anyone  in 
charge  J&S  has  been  Boston's  hip- 
pest  garage  for  years  and  years  and 


for  the  last  few  years,  it's  also  been 
the  best.  Even  when  they  didn't  know 
how  to  fix  everything,  they  never 
cheated  anybody  or  covered  up.  So. 
over  the  years,  they  kept  learning  new 
makes  and  new  technigues.  and  now 
can  repair  about  anything.  Their 
speciality  is  still  the  prepollution 
eguipment  on  Dodge  Darts  and 
Plymouth  Valiants,  those  classics  of 
reliability.  But  they're  ready  for 
anything  and  did  most  of  the  work  on 
the  antique  vehicles  for  the  movie 
The  Brinks  Job 


(Reprinted  from  Real  Paper.  1 Best  of  Boston.  Fall.  1980 ) 


BODY  WORK  TOO 
J&S  AUTOMOTIVE,  277  Northampton  St. 

One  Block  From  Mass  Ave  Busline  267-0300 


Safe  Sex  Scenarios 


By  Demian,  the  Clock  Doc 
Sex  Under  Wraps 

I  love  gay  men.  Who  else  would 
think  of  covering  their  butts  with 
plastic  wrap  to  be  rimmed,  germ- 
free? 

Hot  wrapped  buns  could  sweep 
the  country.  However,  there  might 
be  serious  ramifications.  Within  a 
week  of  this  article’s  appearance, 
supermarket  managers  may  report 
an  inexplicable  influx  of 
moustached  males  in  tight  pants 
trafficking  in  the  paper  goods 
aisles. 

Mr.  Quality,  owner  of  a  famous 
food  mart,  might  be  overheard 
saying:  “I  don’t  get  it.  A  couple 
years  ago,  it  was  all  these  short- 
haired,  tough-lookin’  women 
looking  for  turkey  basters.  Now 
this.  I  just  don’t  get  it.” 

Plastic  wrap  holds  back  water 
very  nicely.  Let’s  hope  it  will  do 
the  same  to  giardia  and  hepatitis 
microbes. 

Another  safe  sex  route  with  pro¬ 
mise  is  the  use  of  condoms.  These 
are  kinkly  little  devices  used  as 
physical  barriers  which  are  usually 
worn  on  the  penis.  The  condom  is 
also  known  as  a  prophylactic,  a 
rubber,  a  safe,  a  pleasurous  in- 
teruptus,  as  well  as  an  item  to  fill 
with  water  and  drop  from  the 
junior  high  rooftop.  , 

Some  folks  think  using  a  con¬ 
dom  is  like  taking  a  bath  while 
wearing  a  raincoat,  an  idea  sug¬ 
gesting  that  it  will  reduce  yummy 
sensations.  I,  for  one,  have  not 
found  it  thus.  The  taste  for  latex  is, 
however,  an  acquired  one.  So 
when  my  sweeties  want  to  suck  me, 
I  ask  if  they  are,  as  yet,  into  rubber 
sex  toys. 

Cock  Rrring... “Hello?” 

“Are  you  bare-assed  naked?” 

That  was  the  low-voiced 
response  to  my  greeting.  After  a 
momentary  shock  I  replied: 
“Well,  that  can  be  arranged.” 

Roger  turned  out  to  be  a  good 
phone-sex  partner.  He  never  made 
a  nuisance  of  himself  by  calling 
during  sleeping  hours  or  by  talking 
beyond  welcome.  He  is  also  quite 
flexible.  With  Stevie  he  presents 
his  dick.  When  talking  with  me  he 
offers  his  cavernous  orifices. 

He  also  tells  me  he  is  there  to 
serve  me  and  calls  me  “sir.”  I  love 
it.  The  last  time  someone  called  me 
“sir”  I  was  wearing  a  Bogart-style 
hat,  asking  an  attendant  for  two 
dollars  and  fifty  cents  worth  of 
gas. 


Phone  sex  does  take  some  im¬ 
agination.  It’s  nice  to  believe  that 
your  partner  is  actually  doing  what 
he  says  he  is  doing.  How  disap¬ 
pointing  it  would  be  to  learn  that 
the  excited,  breathy  voice  was  ac¬ 
tually  due  to  having  recently  run 
up  a  flight  of  steps. 

There’s  also  the  problem  of 
strategically  holding  yourself  and 
the  phone  without  accidentally 
dropping  it  or  disconnecting. 
Blessed  art  they  who  own  loud¬ 
speaker  attachments. 

Phone  sex  has  the  potential  to 
take  the  worry  out  of  being  close. 
Not  only  is  it  absolutely  hygienic, 
you  don’t  ever  have  to  put  up  with 
a  partner’s  smoking  or  bad  breath. 
You  can  dress  any  way  you  want, 
do  your  homework,  watch  televi¬ 
sion,  or  your  neighbor’s  bedroom 
window... all  while  talking  sex. 

All  in  the  comfort  of  your  own 
home. 

By  the  way,  what  ever  happened 
to  video-phones?  Imagine  the 
wonderful  potential  for  phosphor- 
screened  flashing!  You  show  me 
your  electrons,  I’ll  show  you  mine. 

A  Do  It  Yourself  Exam 

Gregory  entered  the  department 
store  feeling  restless  and  vaguely  ill 
at  ease.  Three  whole  days  without 
physical  intimacy  had  left  him 
edgy.  Now  he  found  himself  cruis¬ 
ing  the  men’s  underwear  rack, 
looking  for  full-color  illustrations. 

Robert  strolled  an  aisle  away, 
similarly  stewing  in  the  juices  of 
human  tactilic  deprivation.  They 

were  both  hot  to  _ (active 

verb). 

Suddenly  their  eyes  met.  Each 

man  felt  a  growing  - 

(temperature)  in  their 
_ (nouns). 

Robert  followed  Gregory  to  the 
dressing  room  for  privacy.  On  the 
way  they  spoke: 

“Hi,  I’m  Bob.” 

“Greg.” 

“Man,  I  sure  like  the  size  of 
your _ (body  part).” 

“Mostly  inherited.  But  I  work 
out  some.  Can  I  see  your 

_ (body  part)?  By  now  they 

were  completely  alone.  The  air  was 
thick  with  excitement. 

“Gosh,  I  have  a  stiff 

_ (body  part.  Hint:  a  sweet 

protrusion). 

“Sometimes  it  helps  to _ 

(verb)  it.  May  I?”  Robert  put  his 
hands  on  Gregory’s  shirt  and  lifted 
it  up  and  off,  exposing  Gregory’s 
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AI.TH  INSURANCE  ACCEPTED 


GLCS  Gay  and  Lesbian  Counseling  Services 


Two  groups  are  now  forming  at  the  Gay  and 

Married  Men’s  Group 

A  supportive  group  for  gay  and  bisexual 
men  who  have  been  in  heterosexual 
marriages  or  relationships. 


Please  call  Alan  Tweedy,  L.I.C.S.W.  at 


Lesbian  Counseling  Services  (GLCS): 

Groups  for  Friends  and  Lovers  of 
People  with  AIDS 

A  time-limited  support  group  (12  weeks)  for 
individuals  in  significant  relationships  with 
persons  with  AIDS. 

for  more  information  on  these  services. 


GLCS  is  a  licensed  mental  health  clinic  which  has  been  serving  the  community  since  1971 


542-51 88 

Weekdays  10AM-9PM 
Confidential  Services 
Convenient  Downtown 
Location 


•  GLCS  is  a  non-profit 
corporation 

•  Special  funding  for  alcohol- 
related  counseling 


Sliding  Fee  Scale/lnsurance 
Accepted 

No  one  denied  services  for 
inability  to  pay 


All  insurance  claims  filed  under  CSI 


Condom  Man  says,  “Hot  sex  can 
be  safe  sex.” 

_ (noun).  Gregory  slid  his 

hand  into  Robert’s  -  (per¬ 

sonal  clothing  article)  and  caressed 
his  growing  (whatchacallit). 

The  two,  now-happy  men  began 

to  _ (verb)  each  other  more 

_ (adverb).  Soon  they  were 

both  sporting  _ (ant. 

soft)-ons  which  bobbed  and  swung 

about  as  they  _  (form  of 

massage)  and  - (oral  in¬ 
timacy)  each  other’s _ (upper 

body  part). 

“Wait!  Before  we  go  any  fur¬ 
ther,  let’s  see  to  it  we  don’t  ex¬ 
change  any  body  fluids.” 

“I  have  just  the  thing.”  Robert 

pulled  out  two  fresh _ (latex 

items). 

“One  size  fit  all.  Even  your  huge 
_  (slang  for  sweet  protru¬ 
sion.  Hint:  rhymes  with  long). 
Each  became  more  aroused  wat¬ 
ching  the  other  roll  one  clear  to  the 

root  of  their  impressive _ (as 

in  a  mine _ s.  First,  Gregory 

went  (direction)  on  Robert’s 

_  (youknowwhat).  Robert 

moaned  with  pleasure.  Then  they 
swapped  position  and  Gregory 
whispered:  “Oh,  that’s  lovely.” 

As  his  mouth  completely  sur¬ 
rounded  Gregory’s  _  (no 

hint),  Robert  traced  a  line  with 
delicate  fingers  up  the  inner 
t.\ i  (^  -  ci^d  the  hanging 

:  (-food  ’  •  Sf4u i  r'feTs , 

vegetarians,  etc.),  cupping  them, 
lovingly,  in  his  hand.  Gregory 

started  to  rock  his _ (noun). 

Robert  slapped  it  playfully. 

Before  too  long  Gregory _ 

(highly  desirable  state  of  physical 
&  emotional  well  being).  Buckets. 
All  safely  contained  in  latex. 
Gregory  was  so  grateful  he  hugged 
Robert  closer  and  grabbed 

Robert’s  aching _ (no  hint). 

Soon  Robert  released  his _ 

(temperature)  _  (consisten¬ 
cy)  load  of _ (liquid  noun). 

Continued  on  next  page 


COUNSELING 
FOR  WOMEN 

Individual,  Couple  &  Group 
Counseling 


Call  247-4861,  ext.  58 

520  Commonwealth  Avenue 
Kenmore  Square 
Sliding  Scale  Fee 
Health  Insurance  Accepted 
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Mass.  Foster 

Continued from  page  6 

Massachusetts  Society  for  the 
Prevention  of  Cruelty  to  Children, 
and  the  Boston  chapter  of  the 
Association  of  Black  Social 
Workers,  met  recently  and  de¬ 
nounced  the  policy.  According  to 
NASW’s  Carol  Brill,  a  meeting 
had  been  requested  with  the  gover¬ 
nor  to  further  discuss  the  policy. 
She  said  the  forum  demonstrated 
the  professional  community  is 
united  in  its  response  to  the  policy. 
The  NASW  is  the  state’s  only  pro¬ 
fessional  organization  of  social 
workers.  The  union  which 
represents  the  DSS  social  workers 
also  opposes  the  policy. 

•  According  to  child  advocate 
Myrna  Greenfield,  members  of  the 
child-care  community  ‘  ‘are  strong¬ 
ly  opposed  [to  the  policy]  and  are 
planning  a  response.” 

At  the  seventh  biennial  conven¬ 
tion  of  the  National  Women’s 
Political  Caucus  held  in  Atlanta,  a 
resolution  was  passed  voicing  con¬ 
cerns  about  the  Massachusetts  and 
New  Hampshire  policies.  (See 
story  on  New  Hampshire  policy 
this  issue.)  Support  was  also 
voiced  for  lesbian,  gay,  and  single¬ 
parent  families. 

Feminist  publisher  Gloria 
Steinem  was  quoted  in  an  NWPC 
press  release  as  supporting  the 
resolution  and  expressing  concern 
that  such  discriminatory  policies 
not  become  a  national  trend. 

•  The  GLDC  is  organizing  a 
campaign  in  which  child-service 
and  day-care  organizations  sign  on 
to  a  letter  opposing  the  policy. 
Thus  far,  over  40  organizations 
have  indicated  a  willingness  to  type 
a  form  letter  onto  stationery  bear¬ 
ing  their  organization’s  letterhead. 
According  to  a  woman  active  in 
the  GLDC  who  identifies  herself 
as  “Kelly,”  these  letters  have  not 
yet  been  presented  to  the  gover¬ 
nor. 

•  A  group  of  women’s  organiza- 
tions,  including  Women  for 
Economic  Justice,  Cambridge 


Commission  on  the  Status  of 
Women,  Massachusetts  Women’s 
Political  Caucus,  and  others  have 
banded  together  as  the  Women’s 
Action  for  Gay  and  Lesbian  Civil 
Rights  to  call  for  a  review  of  the 
state’s  “hastily  developed  foster 
care  policy.” 

Massachusetts  Attorney 
General  Francis  Bellotti  told  a 
reporter  for  the  Boston  Herald 
'.recently  that  he  opposed  the 
policy:  “Foster  placements  should 
be  handled  on  a  case  by  case 
basis,”  said  Bellotti. 


N.H. 

Continued from  page  1 
sion. 

In  an  interview  with  the  Keene 
Sentinel,  published  on  June  24,  the 
mother  of  a  child  placed  with  Her¬ 
man  earlier  this  year  denounced 
the  Division’s  statement  as 
discriminatory  and  uninformed. 
And  in  a  letter  to  the  Sentinel  on 
June  25,  she  wrote,  “The  man  at 
the  center  of  this  controversy  took 
my  child  in  when  he  was  desperate¬ 
ly  in  need  of  someone  to  care  for 
him,  support  him  and  guide  him. 
He  had  been  failed  by  all  the  adults 
in Jiis  life  —  friends,  family,  school 
and  especially  the  system.  This 
man  and  his  friend  have  guided  my 
son  with  a  very  caring  and  suppor¬ 
tive  attitude....  I  am  very  con¬ 
cerned  about  how  this  contoversy 
will  affect  my  child... but  the  big¬ 
gest  loss  of  all  will  be  in  the  future, 
when  they  are  not  free  anymore  to 
help  children  in  need.” 

The  New  Hampshire  Civil 
Liberties  Union  has  expressed  sup¬ 
port  for  Herman  and  is  exploring 
the  civil  rights  ramifications  of  the 
state’s  pending  policy.  Claire  Eb- 
bel,  executive  director  of 
NHCLU,  described  the  Division 
statement  of  June  21  as  a  “how-to 
manual  on  how  to  discriminate.” 
She  added,  “The  whole  issue  is 
troubling.  Even  if  the  policy 
avoids  civil  rights  violations,  it  will 
probably  not  be  in  the  best  interest 


of  the  children.” 

Last  week,  in  an  apparently  un¬ 
related  incident,  each  of  the  over 
450  members  of  the  New  Hamp¬ 
shire  House  and  Senate  received  a 
200-page  book  entitled  The 
Homosexual  Revolution ,  a 
homophobic  attack  on  lesbians, 
gay  men,  and  supporters  of  lesbian 
and  gay  rights.  The  book  was  sent 
by  the  American  Legislative  Ex¬ 
change  Council,  a  conservative  na¬ 
tional  legislative  advocacy  group. 
One  Republican  House  member 
acknowledged  that  the  foster  care 
issue  was  probably  “on  the  minds 
of  the  people  who  sent  the  book,” 
though  no  related  legislation  has 
been  proposed  as  yet. 

New  Hampshire  Commission 
on  the  Status  of  Women  Director 
Marian  Wolfsun  expressed  con¬ 
cern  over  these  recent  events. 
“Seeing  this  book  makes  me  think 
there’s  an  organized  effort  to  fur¬ 
ther  persecute  and  oppress  gay 
men  and  lesbians  in  New  Hamp¬ 
shire,”  she  said.  “It’s  probably  no 
coincidence  that  this  book  has 
turned  up  now,  at  the  same  time 
that  the  foster  care  issue  is  in  the 
news.” 


You’ve  Kept  this  Secret  For  Years 

To  this  day,  you  wonder  if  it  was  your  fault.  You're 
still  mistrustful  of  people.  You  feel  different,  less 
than  others.  And  so  ashamed. 


Help  is  available. 

South  End  Counseling 

Methuen:  687-4383 
Boston:  437-9643 


«if 

DAVID  L.  COLLINS,  C.L.U. 

Insurance  for  all  your  needs 

Suite  830  Orleans  Shopping  Plaza 

50  Congress  Street  E.  Orleans.  Mass.  02643 

Boston,  Mass.  02109  1-800-352-3185 

Call  Toll  Free  1-800-352-3185 


Safe  Sex 

Continued  from  previous  page 

Of  course  not  a  drop  needed  to 
be  cleaned  up.  They  peeled  off  the 
protective  sheaths,  placed  them  in 
a  waste  basked,  washed  up  in  a 
nearby  john,  and  continued  shop¬ 
ping.  Now  they  would  go  on 
through  the  day  feeling  chipper 
and  more  at  ease.  They  knew  they 
had  a  better  chance  to  live  longer 
and  more  happily  ever  after. 

*  *  * 

Did  you  score? 

Send  in  your  true  life  adventure 
adventures  for  possible  inclusion  in 
future  articles. 

Demian,  Ed.D.,  does  clock  and 
watch  repair  and  photography  by  pro¬ 
fession,  works  in  film  and  theater  by 
avocation,  and  recommends  the  plain 
over  the  lubricated. 

©  1985,  Demian 


Which  foreign  country  publishes  one  of 
America's  best  gay  magazines? 


(hint) 


•  'aA* 


(hint) 


(hint) 


OK,  OK,  we  made  it  easy  for  you. 
Which  is  a  little  unfair  —  because  we 
don ’t  always  do  that  in  the  magazine 
we're  talking  about. 

We’re  talking  about  The  Body 
Politic. 

The  magazine  from  Canada  that 
takes  the  rest  of  the  world  seriously. 

We  publish  The  Body  Politic  for  a 
special  kind  of  reader  —  p.—— 

someone  who  likes  a 


Politic  for  people  like  you,  the 
readers  of  Gay  Community  News. 
In  fact,  we  already  think  of  you  as 
one  of  our  readers.  You  just  haven  V 
found  us  yet. 

Here ’s  your  chance. 

As  a  special  introductory  offer  to  the 
readers  of  GCN,  we’re  offering  a  full 
year’s  subscription  for  just 


$18. 95.  That ’s  a  $6. 00  saving  over  our 

regular  rate! 

And  on  the  unlikely  chance  you 
don  ’ t  like  what  you  get,  we  ’ll  refund 
your  money  in  full  —  even  if  you  ’re 
half-way  through  your  subscription. 

Just  drop  us  a  note  about  it. 

Get  familiar  —  with  a  magazine 
that ’s  a  little  bit  foreign.  But  speaks 


j  I'm  ready  for  the  best 


- 1 


**  ’  ,  .  ,,  ,,  \  Send  me  12  issues  of  The  Body  Politic  at  the  special  introductory 

issues  aren  t  always  easy,  ■  rate  of  $18. 95  —  $6. 00  cheaper  than  the  regular  subscription  price! 
who  values  critical  insights  |  □  Payment  enclosed  □  Bill  me 

I  UMrUMs _ _ _ 

J  Address _ _ _ 

j  City _ State _ Zip _ 

|  Clip  and  mail  to:  TBP,  Box  7289  Stn  A,  Toronto  ON  Canada  M5  W  1X9 1 

t  ;  -  ..  „  „  _  _  £G50 


that  have  the  slight  shock  of 
unfamiliarity. 

We  publish  The  Body 


your  language. 
Subscribe  to  The  Body 
Politic  today. 

Order  by  phone! 
Call  Toll-free: 1-800-268-1 121 
24  hours  a  day 
VISA  or  Mastercard  accepted. 


^nuiimiuinuiummutttttlKlltHtltmUL 


Hello  from  Sisterfire! 
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BMHiHUlHHWWHHHHHHmHHHUHUHj 

LEE  GENESIS 

and 

Wanetta  Jackson 

at  the 

Starlight  Roof 

575  Commonwealth  Ave., 
Boston 

July  18,19,20 

shows:  9  p.m.  &  1 1  p.m. 

Gospel,  Jazz,  Blues  § 
Party 

4  9  7  -  1  1  1  83 

tQiinnnuiiUHtntiiittnmmitltmililig 


10%  OFF  WITH  THIS  AD-g 

Printing  131 

(formerly  Copy  Cellar) 

Printing 
Copying 
Typesetting 

131  Charles  St. 

Boston 

(617)723-5130 

Mon.-Fri.  9-7,  Sat.  11-4 
Open  Evenings  and  Saturdays 


ALL  MUSIC!  ALL  FUN!  ALL  RAVES! 


"FORBIDDEN  BROADWAY  MAY  BE  THE 
BEST  THING  TO  HIT  BOSTON  SINCE 
•A  CHORUS  LINE,’  ‘EVITA,’  ‘LA  CAGE 
AUX  FOLLES,'  ‘DREAMQIRIS,’  AND 
‘FIDDLER*.  .  .A  WICKED  DELIGHT!” 

-Kevin  Kelly,  ioffon  Olobe 

"FORBIDDEN  BROADWAY  IS  A  HIT!” 

—Chock  Kroemef,  WCVK-TV 

“A  SPECIAL 
EVENING  ON 
THE  TOWN!” 

—Frank  Dolan,  Will 

"WONDERFUL .  .  . 

FUN  .  .  .  NON-STOP 
SIDE-SPLITTING!” 

—Joyce  Kulhawlk, 


357-8384 

,  JTCRRMX  ROOMl _ 

S  !hTTB€  POSTON  PhRk  PLhZh  ( 


VACATION 

OWNERSHIP 

OGUNQUIT*  PROVINCETOWN 
FT.  LAUDERDALE*  KEY  WEST 

Hillcrest  Inn  Resort  offers  fully 
owned  studio  units  at  $49,900 
and  deeded  timeshare  weeks  from  $1900 
An  Affiliate  of 

Resort  Condominums  International 
Special  Inspection  Visits 
for  two  include  lodging  and  entertainment 
in  our  Art  Deco  PAINTED  LADY  LOUNGE 
For  details  call  Skip  or  Pam  at 

1-800-446-1139  or  207-646-4217 


jjj 

Wr  wr  WW  MNr 

267  Friend  St,  720-4979 

fOpp  IT  "top  <„,r(/pp/  (Om  m  y 

Friday  July  19th  at  NOON 

CONTINUOUS  SHOWINGS  —  NOON  ‘TIL  MIDNITE 
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Two  scenes  from  Sisterfire, 
the  annual  festival  of  women 
artists  held  near  Washington, 
D.C.,  this  year  on  June  22  &  23: 
(left)  Evelyn  Maria  Harris,  of 
Black  women’s  acappella  sing¬ 
ing  group  Sweet  Honey  in  the 
Rock,  waves  from  a  workshop 
stage;  (right)  fans  cheer  a 
performance  by  Canadian 
singer/songwriter  Ferron. 
Sisterfire  is  noted  for  the  racial 
and  cultural  diversity  of  its  au¬ 
dience,  performers,  and  pro¬ 
ducers.  It  is  one  of  the  few 
feminist  music  festivals  which 
is  open  to  men. 


photos  by  Jean  Vallon 


Allegra  Productions  Presents 

Alix  Dobkin  ^  t 


A  Mid-Summer 


photo:  Nancy  Rosenblum 


Nights  Eve 
For  Women 


Saturday, 
July  20 
8  pm 


Old  Cambridge 
Baptist  Church 
1151  Mass.  Ave. 

Cambridge 

Special  Guest 

Jennifer  Justice 

Storyteller 

Tickets: 

$7.50  advance/$8.00  door 

Available  from:  New  Words,  Glad  Day,  Redbook,  or  by  mail  from:  Allegra  Productions, 
P0  Box  469,  Cambridge,  MA  02238  (enclose  check  and  SASE).  Info.  617  547  1378 


CERTAINLY  ONE  OF  THE 
MOST  DELICIOUS  AND 
ABSORBING  DRAMAS 
TO  BE  FOUND  ON  THE 
SCREEN  LATELY. 


The  motives  for  the  murder 
gradually  come  to  light. 

The  film  was  directed  by 
Marleen  Gorris  with 
spellbinding  performances. 

It  is  both  a  feminist  movie  and 
a  thriller.  Yet  it  goes  beyond 
these  categories  and  becomes 
a  DEEPLY  HUMAN  POIGNANT 
DRAMA.  From  a  male  perspective, 
it’s  easily  the  year’s  most 
startling  horror  film.  9  9 

-  Peter  Stack, 

San  Francisco  Chronicle 


“SUDDENLY  A  SEASON  OF  GOOD 
MOVIES  IS  UPON  US.  AMONG  THE  MOST 
INTERESTING  TO  ARRIVE  IS  A  QUESTION 

of  silence;  from  Holland. 

IT  STRIKES  HOME 
LIKE  A  HAMMER 
HITTING  BONE! 


'4  riveting  and  controversial  movie 
...a  must  see!” 

-LOS  AM6ELES  TIMES 


QUARTET/FILMS  INCORPORATED  presents  A  QUESTION  OF  SILENCE 
Starring  COX  HABBEMA  NELLY  FRIJDA  HENRIETTE  T0L  and  E0DA  BAREN0S 
Written  and  Directed  by  MARLEEN  GORRIS 
DISTRIBUTED  BY  OR  QUARTET/E  ILM  INCORPORATED 


K 

MSTRtCTCO  -O 

uMM  •’  ttCOatM'iGC 

M  Mvi'  CuM*M 

Starts  Friday ;  July  12th 


(  HVICKELODEON  ^ 

V.  606  Comm.  Ave.,  Boston  424-1500  J 
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Classifieds _ 

GCN  SPECIAL 

FOR  A  LIMITED  TIME  ONLY! 

ALL  PERSONAL  ADS  WILL  BE  $1 
FOR  THE  FIRST  FOUR  LINES 
TAKE  A  CHANCE 
AND  MEET  THE  ONE 
YOU’VE  BEEN  LOOKING  FOR! 

This  offer  is  good  only  for  personal  ads 
and  all  other  charges  (box  numbers,  addi¬ 
tional  lines,  etc.)  remain  the  same. 


PERSONALS _ 

DEAR  ADVERTISER 
If  race  is  not  a  crucial  issue  for  you, 
why  put  it  in  your  ad?  It  is  not  a  required 
formula;  GWM  GWF  are  not  necessary. 
GM  or  GF  would  do  as  well. 

SPERM  DONOR/FATHERHOOD? 

Known  sperm  donor  sought  for  ar¬ 
tificial  insemination.  (Non)Participa- 
tion  negotiate.  Family  history  and 
general  physical  condition.  Serious 
inquiries-PO  Box  5042,  Billerica,  MA 
01822.  Confidential. _ (8) 

GF,  27,  coming  out  of  the  closet  of  be¬ 
ing  in  control  when  it  comes  to  sex 
seeks  an  affair  to  help  explore  this 
newside.  Looking  for  someone  who  is 
romantic,  passionate  and  gentle.  Box 
204 _ (2) 

SEEKING  GENTLE  MAN  ANY  RACE 
for  sharing,  possible  relationship. 
Asians  encouraged-prefer  ages  21-35. 
No  tobacco  or  drugs.  Into  bicycling, 
camping  &  canoeing,  disco,  music, 
theater,  warm  relationships.  Your  photo 
gets  mine-will  answer  all.  Don  PO  Box 
262,  Hope,  Rl  02831.  WM  165,  teacher, 
early  40’s.  Summer  free,  1%  hours  to 
Boston. _ (2) 

L,  living  on  the  Cape  is  interested  in 
meeting  other  L  for  friendship,  possibly 
more.  I  enjoy  biking,  dancing,  boating, 
long  drives,  island-hopping  and  much 
more.  Let's  meet.  Box  203 _ (3) 

FREE  MEN’S  HAIRCUT 
Mon-Friday  evenings,  also  Sat.  and 
Sun.  Watertown  926-5209 _ (2) 

WATERTOWN  SQUARE  BUS 
Man  w/wire  hanger  but  no  suitcase  on 
last  Watertown  Sq.  bus  6/24.  Urgently 
seeks  to  ride  bikes  with  dark  haired  tall 
mah  In  blue  plaid  shirt  and  white  new 
balances  with  broken  down  Car  who 
rode  past  Boylston  St.  stop.  Tom,  PO 
Box  1 928,  Cambridge,  M A  02238  (2) 

SUPER  BOTTOM 

GWM  prof.  29,  5'10",  150  lbs.  seeks 
masc  man  for  friendship,  possible  rela¬ 
tionship  with  a  guy  with  staying  power. 
You:  hung,  verbal,  cut  or  uncut  wel- 
comed.  Box  206 _ (2) 

GF,  29,  seeking  an  intelligent,  warm, 
beautiful  brunette.  Jacqueline  Bisset 
lookalikes  ok.  Must  have  good  heart 
and  soul.  Box  205 _ (2) 

Bi  L  26  seeking  women  friends  Hyannis 
area.  I’m  an  RN,  enjoy 
beach/bike/walks  on  ccns,  road  trips, 
humor,  Meg/Cris,  gd  conversation,  and 
much  more  (even  bowling  and  mini¬ 
golf).  PO  Box  2056  Centerville,  MA 
02632  (3) 


WHAT  GOOD  IS  SITTING  ALONE  IN 
YOUR  ROOM? 

Tired  of  the  bars?  Looking  for  an  alter¬ 
native?  Then  come  to  GCN  Friday 
nights,  help  us  maiiout  the  paper,  and 
meet  people  too.  Come  for  an  hour, 
come  for  the  evening,  come  to  167  Tre- 
mont  Street,  5th  floor  (near  Boylston 
and  Park  Street  “T”  stops)  anytime 
after  6PM.  If  the  door  is  locked,  buzz  us 
on  the  intercom  located  outside  the 
front  door. _ (c) 

Wanted  boy  in  teen  or  early  20’s.  For 
sex  or  companionship  and  possible 
relationship  with  disabled  man.  Any 
race  especially  Chinese  men.  Call  Ran¬ 
dy  at  787-2299.  Let  phone  ring. _ (c) 


Androgynous,  athletic,  healthy,  free 
spirit  looking  for  dancer,  artist  or  other 
creative  woman-someone  tuned  into 
their  body,  who’s  spiritual,  earthy, 
strong  and  gutsy  for  moonlit  walks  on 
the  Charles-bisexual  ok.  Box  198  (50) 

Massage  exchange.  Nat’l  club  of  men 
who  give/receive  rubdowns/massage. 
For  info  send  $1  to  PO  Box  2788-B  Los 
Angeles,  CA  90078-2788 _ (3) 

SALEM,  NH 

L  couple  both  32  looking  for  same  in  or 
around  Salem  NH  area  for  socializing. 
Reply  Box  207 _ (3) 

MARRIAGE  PARTNER  SOUGHT 

By  gay  man.  Please  reply  to  Box  29750 
Wash  DC  2001 7  (sept.) 


PUBLICATIONS 

OFF  OUR  BACKS  —  celebrating  15 
years  of  radical  feminist  journalism. 
We  bring  feminist  national/interna¬ 
tional  news,  analysis  and  reviews  each 
month.  $11  year,  11  issues.  ($15  for  con¬ 
tributing  subs);  $20  institutional  fee. 
Free  sample!  Write  Off  Our  Backs, 
Dept.  GCN,  1841  Columbia  Rd,  NW,  Rm 
212,  Washington,  D  C.  20009. _ (ex) 

OUTRAGEOUS  WOMEN 

Nat’l.  journal  of  woman-to-woman  S/M. 
Diverse,  feminist  quarterly  of  S/M  fact, 
fiction  &  photos.  $1 1/yr.  single  issues 
$3.  Must  state  you  are  over  18.  SASE  for 
info.  P.O.  Box  23,  Somerville,  MA  02143. 

_ (44) 

GUARDIAN;  Independent  radical  news¬ 
weekly.  Covers  Gay,  women  and  minor¬ 
ity  struggles,  and  international  pro¬ 
gressive  movements.  Special  offer  4  is¬ 
sues  FREE.  Write  Guardian  Dept.  GCN, 
33  W  17th  St.,  NY  NY  10011. _ (ex) 


L,  40,  looking  for  a  gentle,  imaginative, 
adventurous,  intelligent  woman  to 
backpack  with,  to  share  candlelight 
dinners  with,  to  learn,  share,  and  grow 
with.  Reply  to  Box  208 _ (3) 


Attractive,  fun-loving,  intelligent,  pas¬ 
sionate  ans  serious  L,  35 +  ,  looking  for 
romance,  good  times,  summer  or  winter 
fun.  I  enjoy  sports,  outdoors,  talking 
and  much  more.  Let’s  meet.  Box  209  (3) 

WANTED:  YOUR  COMPANY... 

...if  you  are  33 +  ,  5'11"  +  ,  and  enjoy 
dancing,  humor,  intell,  creative  im¬ 
agination.  I’m  31,  5 '11 ",  lean  and  look¬ 
ing  for  these  and  more.  Easy  going,  in¬ 
itially  shy,  sensuous.  Respond  Box  21 1 . 
_ _ (7) 

Intelligent,  attractive  L  37  seeks  women 
in  Worcester,  Fitchburg,  or  Southern 
NH  areas  for  friendship  &  romance.  PO 
Box  52,  Ashby,  MA  01431 _ (7; 

A  COURSE  IN  MIRACLES 

LF  looking  for  others  working  with  A 
COURSE  IN  MIRACLES  for  mutual  sup¬ 
port  and  discussion.  Jude  628-3754.  (2) 
L,  38,  indep.,  profess.,  wld  like  to  meet 
another  to  converse  and  travel  with,  to 
delight  in  &  ponder  about  life...  Might  it 
be  possible  with  you,  perhaps?  Box  210 
_ _ (3) 

SICK  OF  THE  BAR  SCENE 
GWM,  5'8",  148  lbs.,f>rn  thng  hr  &  eyes, 
moust,  hry  bod,  40.  I  had  a  lover  now 
don’t  want  a  rerun  of  the  bar  scene. 
Looking  for  mutual  sexual  pleasure  but 
mainly  friendships  -tell  me  about 
yourself  and  how  to  contact  you-  I  am 
sincere  and  honest  &  expect  the  same. 
Reply  Central  Sq.  PO  Box  64  Cam- 
bridge,  M A  02141 _ (4) 

MEREDITH  HAVE  YOU  SEEN 
Mitchell,  Harry,  Frances,  Betsy  lately? 
David,  Danny,  Ursula  send  their  love. 
Reply  Box  212 _ (5) 


SERVICES 


GAY  MEN  S  THERAPY  GROUP 

Openings.  Group  focus  is  ofFintimacy, 
gay  identity,  relationships.  Individual 
therapy  also  available.  Sliding  fee.  Call 
Francis  Giambrone  628-6988. 


LF  copy  ed/proofreader/researcher.  7 
years  exp.  Leave  message.  522-1876 
(45) 


WOMEN’S  BARTER  NETWORK 
Short  on  cash,  but  have  lots  you’d  like 
to  trade  for  your  needs?  Women’s 
Barter  Network  is  a  non-profit,  nation¬ 
wide  barter  referral  system  for  women 
and  women’s  organizations/busi¬ 
nesses.  Send  SASE  for  details  to: 
Women’s  Barter  Network,  Box  712, 
Wabash,  Indiana  46992.  _ (62) 


BOSTON  TfWCKtNG  COMPANY 

Gay  owned  business 
Licensed  and  Insured  MA  DPU  #25522 
No  job  too  big  or  too  small 
Very  Care f u I  Movers  641-1234 


THE  JIM  CLARK  MOVING  CO. 

Serving  the  Gay  Community 
with  professionalism  and  respect. 
Very  careful  furniture  movers. 
Piano  and  Hoisting  specialist. 
Any  time  of  day — any  day  of  year. 
No  overtime  charges  354-2184 
MDPU  Number  23733 


From  $18  /  hr. 

MAXI-VANS 

■  CARGO  MASTER  TRUCKS 
»  HOMES  •  BUSINESSES 
.  24  HOUR  DELIVERY 
>  LIC.  and  INS. 

236-1848 


Julian  Wright  Moving  Company 
Exp,  Rel,  Lie  &  Ins 
MDPU  #24430 
Tel  661-2958 


Poor  Peoples  Movers 
Licensed  and  Insured 
MDPU  24184  We  care 
522-0826 


EMPLOYMENT 

OPPORTUNITIES 

PART-TIME  POSITION 

Help  wanted  by  disabled  man.  2  hours 
per  day  in  evenings  from  5-7  p.m. 
Weekdays  or  weekends  (except  Wed.) 
Light  housekeeping  and  must  be  able 
to  cook.  Over  $5.00/hr.  In  Brighton  on 
Green  Line.  Must  be  reliable.  Call  Ran¬ 
dy  at  787-2299.  Let  phone  ring.  Call 
after  4:30  p.m. _ (c) 

WOMEN’S  CENTER 
COORDINATOR 

Strong  feminist.  Women  of  color,  older 
women,  working  class  women,  and/or 
poor  and  working  class  women  en¬ 
couraged  to  apply.  30  hrs./week,  $7/hr 
and  benefits.  Letters  of  interest  to:  Hir¬ 
ing  Committee,  Women's  Center,  46 
Pleasant  St.,  Cambridge,  MA  02139  by 
August  2nd.  Info:  354-8807. _ (2) 

CHILD  SUPPORT  WORKER 
Multicultural  collectively  run  shelter  for 
battered  women  seeks  child  support 
worker.  Experience  w/children  in  crisis. 
Planning  activities:  14k-16k,  32/hrs. 
Resumes  by  7/15  to:  Child  Support  Hir¬ 
ing  c/o  Transition  House  PO  Box  530 
Harvard  Sq.  Station  Cambridge,  MA 
02238.  Lesbians  encouraged  to 
apply. _ (2) 

NIGHT  TIME  ATTENDANT  NEEDED 
Live  in  person  for  turning  and  cooking 
only.  Prefer  working  person  or  student. 
Your  own  room  mav  he  available.  Call 
524-3141. Let  phone  ring.  (C) 

JOBOPENING 

Red  Sun  Press,  a  collectively  run,  high 
quality,  movement  print  shop  is  looking 
for  a  dark  room  operator,  with  at  least 
one  year  experience.  Must  have  a  com¬ 
mitment  to  anti-capitalist  politics.  Call 
or  write  Red  Sun  Press  at  (617) 
524-6822,  94  Green  Street,  Jamaica 
Plain,  MA  02130 _ (3) 


COORDINATOR  OF  MENTAL  HEALTH 
SERVICES  AIDS  ACTION  COMMITTEE 
Full  time  position  for  person  with 
graduate  degree  in  mental  health  field 
or  equivalent  experience.  Respon¬ 
sibilities  include:  intake  and  referral, 
coordination  of  group  programs,  some 
public  speaking.  Knowledge  of  AIDS 
related,  psychological  issues  required. 
$25,000  plus  benefits.  No  phone  calls, 
resumes  only  by  7/15/85  to  Personnel 
Committee/AAC  Fenway  Comm. 
Health  Center,  16  Haviland  St.,  Boston, 
MA  02115.  Equal  Opportunity/Affir- 
mative  Action  Employer. _ Q 

SUPPORT  SERVICES/AIDS 
AIDS  Action  Committee  seeks  Support 
Services  Coordinator.  Responsibilities 
include:  direct  support  work  with  per¬ 
sons  with  AIDS/ARC,  Development  & 
implementation  of  programs  for  service 
populations,  accessing  services  from 
state  Human  Service  Agencies.  Re¬ 
quirements  include:  sensitivity  to 
AIDS/Gay  issues,  extensive  experience 
working  with  health  care  delivery 
systems,  Hospice  and  home  care 
systems.  Self  motivation  &  creativity 
essential.  $22,500  plus  benefits.  No 
phone  cllas,  resumes  only  by  7/15/85  to: 
Personnel  Committee/AAC  Fenway 
Community  Health  Center,  16  Haviland 
St.  Boston,  MA  02115.  Equal  Oppor- 
tunity/Affirmative  Action  Employer.  () 

BABY-SITTER 

Lesbian  couple  want  baby-sitter  for  6 
month  infant  in  JP  30-40  hrs/wk.  Start 
late  August.  Please  send  resume  or  let- 
terof  interest.  Box  194. _ (49) 


GRANTSWRITER 


GCN  seeks  an  experienced  grants- 
writer  for  research/proposal  writing  on 
ad  hoc  basis.  Knowledge  of  progres¬ 
sive  foundations  &  GCN  preferred.  10% 
commission.  Letters  of  application  to 
Grantswriter  Search  Committee,  GCN, 
167  Tremont  St.,  Boston,  MA  02111  by 
June  15.  Gay  men/lesbians  of  color  par¬ 
ticularly  urged  to  apply. 


FT  staff  to  run  payroll  dep.  campaigns 
for  social  change  GPS  8/1  to  1/86  with 
possible  extension  Salary  negotiable 
Resumes  to  Community  Works  25  West 
St.  Boston,  M A  02111  No  calls. _ (1) 


CIVIL  RIGHTS/FAIR  HOUSING 

The  Boston  Fair  Housing 
Commission  seeks  to  hire  the 
following  staff  to  work  to  end 
illegal  discrimination  and  en¬ 
sure  equal  access  to  housing 
in  Boston: 

1)  Fair  Housing 
Specialist/Investigator  (two 
positions)-Strong  analytic  and 
writing  skills;  experience  in 
civil  rights;  law  degree  helpful 
for  the  more  senior  position. 

2)  Assistant  Director  for  Com¬ 
munity  Education-Experience 
in  community  education, 
public  information,  project 
management,  and  supervision 
of  staff;  strong  writing  skills; 
experience  in  civil  rights. 

3)  Executive  Assistant/Office 
Manager-Experience  in  office 
administration  and  supervi¬ 
sion;  strong  organizational 
and  bookkeeping  skills;  ac¬ 
counting  skills  helpful;  writing 
sample  optional. 

4)  Secretary-General  office 
skills;  typing  60  w.p.m.  and 
from  dictation;  minimum  one 
year  experience;  no  writing 
sample  required. 

Submit  resume,  writing  sam¬ 
ple,  and  cover  letter  by  8/1/85 
to:  Recruitment  Section,  Ad¬ 
ministrative  Service  Dept., 
Personal  Division,  Boston  City 
Hall,  02201  and  a  copy  of  the 
cover  letter  to  B.F.H.C.,  Room 
957,  Boston  City  Hall,  02201. 
Boston  Residency  required. 
Affirmative  Action  Emoloyer. 


Person  wanted  for  retail  and  some 
graphic  arts  related  work  in  a  lesbian 
owned  business.  One  full  time  or  two 
part  time  people.  Responsibility  and 
reliability.a  must.  Call  723-5130.  (3) 

HELP  WANTED— PROFESSIONAL 

Crisis  Counselor/Coordinator  of  Legal 
Advocacy  for  battered  women’s  shelter. 
BA  or  2  yrs  exper.;  familiarity  w/court 
system  pref.;  own  transp.  helpful. 
Bilingual-Bicultural  applicants  en¬ 
couraged.  Position  open  mid-Aug.; 
prefer  resumes  by  July  19.  Daybreak  Of¬ 
fice  75B  Grove  St.  Rm.  154,  Worcester 
MA  01605.  AA-EOE. _ (2) 


GAY  COMMUNITY  NEWS 

ADVERTISING  REPRESENTATIVE 

Earn  Money.  Connect  to  the  Gay 
Community.  Gain  Experience. 

An  excellent  position  for  people 
seeking  part-time  work  on  a  free-lance 
basis  (20  percent  commission).  You 
must  be  responsible,  assertive,  and 
knowledgeable  about  GCN,  or  willing 
to  learn. 

Call  426-4469  or  send  a  letter  of 
interest  to: 

Laurie  Sherman,  Ad  Manager 

GCN 

167  Tremont  St.  5th  floor 

Boston,  MA  02111 


JOBS  IN  SHELTER 

Director 

Responsible  for  program 
development,  implementation, 
adminis.  &  fiscal  manage¬ 
ment.  18,000+  benefits. 
Volunteer  coordinatorfComm. 

Ed.  Plan  &  implement 
outreach,  training  &  participa¬ 
tion  of  volunteer  staff. 

14,500+  benefits.  Resumes 
to:  Alternative  House,  PO  Box 
2096,  Lowell  MA  01801. 


•DEADLINE:  Tuesday,  noon. 

CLASSIFIED  AD  FORM  No  phone  ads  accepted. 

NAME _ 

STREET _ APT - 

CITY _ STATE _ ZIP _ 

PHONE  ( _ ) _ 

Use  1  unit  for  each  letter,  punctuation  mark  or  space  between  words. 

Print  clearly.  Ads  will  be  returned  if  we  can’t  read  them. 


r 

1 

Category: 


Head 

Lines 

Head 

Lines 

■  Bold  Headlines: 

t 

J  1st  4  Lines 
i  or  part  thereof: 

^  Additional  Lines 

! 


Business 

X 

2.00 

= 

Non-Business 

X 

1.00 

= 

Business 

7.00 

= 

Non-Business 

5.00 

= 

Business 

X 

.75 

= 

Non-Business 

X 

.50 

= 

TOTAL 

= 

I  SPECIAL  RATES  FOR  NON-PROFIT  GAY  ORGANIZATIONS 

I  PAYMENT  MUST  ACCOMPANY 
|  ALL  CLASSIFIEDS. 

|  Return  this  form  and  payment  to 
■  GCN  Classifieds,  167  Tremont  St., 

!  5th  Floor,  Boston,  MA  02111. 


Display  (Boxed)  Classifieds:  Col.  inches 
or  part  thereof: _ x  12.00  =  _ 

TOTAL  fori  Week  (Add)  =  _ 

Number  of  Weeks  (Multiply)  =  _ 


SUBTOTAL 

= 

DISCOUNTS:  for  10-20 

consecutive  weeks 

10%  = 

for  21-30  consec.  wks. 

15%  = 

for  31  +  consec.  wks. 

20%  = 

TOTAL  FOR  AD  COPY 

— 

□  Pick-up  Box:  for  6  wks  2.00  = 

□  Forwarding  Bx:  6wks.  5.00  = 

□  Tearshts:  #wks _ xl.00  = 

TOTAL  = 


I 


I 


■ 
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TRY  GCN’s 
“GUARANTEED 
ROOMMATE”  AD 

GCN’s  “Guaranteed  Roommate”  offer 
All  Roommate  and  Housemate  Ads 
that  are  Prepaid  for  Two  Weeks 
We  will  run  until  you  find  a  roommate. 

(Ads  will  not  be  be  automatically  renewed.  You 
must  call  in  every  additional  week  you  want  the 
ad  to  run.  Phone  calls  will  be  accepted  only  on 
Mondays  and  Thursdays  from  10  a.m.-l  p.m.) 


ROOMMATES 


ROOMEZE 

-LESBIAN/GAY- 

-FEMINIST- 

Roommate  Matching  Service 

$15  fee 

Confidentiality  Assured 

CALL  641  3095 
M-F  9-6/Sat  12-5 


CAMBRIDGE— SOMERVILLE 
Middle-aged  ,  bisexual  man  wishes  to 
share  small  apartment  with  stable, 
emotionally  mature,  financially  respon¬ 
sible,  communicative,  considerate  and 
cooperative  person  or  couple.  No  pets 
or  drugs  please.  Call  David  at  923-0082 
at  any  hour.  (c) 

LF  33  seeks  LF  fr  7  room  house  near  T 
in  integrated  nbhd  of  Dorchester.  Yd., 
washer.  Must  be  neat  $230  +  .  Call 
265-7860 _ (c) 

3  LF’s  sk  4th  26+  for  spacious  stable 
JP  home  w/porches,  yard,  garden,  near 
pond,  Arbo,  T.  Semi-coop.  Min. 
alc/drugs.  No  smoke,  no  more  pets. 
Available  August  1st.  Negot.  earlier. 
$235  + ,  522-7446. _ (2) 

SUBLET  IN  WOMEN  HOUSEHOLD, 
INMAN  SQUARE  AREA 
Woman  roommate  for  semi-coop,  24  + , 
mid-July  through  Sept,  w/possible  fall 
option.  $115  or  $140 +  .876-6189.  (c) 

FURNISHED  CONDO  TO  SHARE 
Charming  2  bedroom  condo  on  Brook¬ 
line/Brighton  line  with  a.c.,  wicker 
porch,  fireplace  and  gourmet  kitchen. 
Professional  woman  seeks  preferably 
non-smoking  roommate.  Only  serious 
need  apply.  Please  call  846-5146  and 
leave  message. _ (2) 

Dorch-Ashmont  GWM  29  prof  seek 
same  to  share  2  bedroom  apt.  Pkng, 
near  T.  For  9/1  or  10/1 .  No  drugs  or  pets. 
$250+  utilities  and  security.  Call 
288-1349. _ (2) 

FRAMINGHAM 

2  LW  seek  housemates  for  Ige.  7  rm,  1  Vi 
baths,  fireplace,  pool,  wash  &  dry,  nr 
public  trans,  great  location.  Avail  9/1 
$350  inc.  util.  Call  783-2149  eves  (4) 
LOVELY  VICTORIAN  BRIGHTON 
Share  our  large  home:  quiet,  sundeck, 
w&d,  near  T,  on  street  parking,  no 
smoking  or  pets.  Older  preferred.  2 
bedrroms  to  rent,  furnished  or  un:  $400 
for  a  L  couple,  $215-300  for  individuals. 
Plus  utilities.  Call  254-5929 _ (2) 

F  roommate  wanted  to  share  Ig.  com¬ 
fortable  Som.  apt.  with  F  and  2  cats. 
Prefer  30 +  .  No  smoking.  Quiet  street, 
garden,  washer/dryer.  Call  Judy 
666-8027  (h)  or  628-3696  (w). _ (2) 

Allston— seek  respon  M-F  25+  for  9/1. 
Big  house  $194  + cheap  utilities. 
Friendly,  indep,  quiet,  neat.  No  dogs. 
254-5582  till  9pm.  (2) 


iiimimmiiimiimiiiiiHttimmiii 

TO  ALL  THOSE  WHO  IN  AND  OUT  Ofj 
■PRISON  FIGHT  AGAINST  THEIR  BONDAGH 
■Alexander  Berkman,  Prison  Memoirs  ol  an 
Anarchist). 

I  French  and  Italian  bisexual  young  I 
woman  looking  for  bisexual  men  and  I 
I  women.  I  enjoy  writing  and  sex.  Debra] 
I  DEFOREST,  Box  99,  Framingham,  MAI 
101701.  _ 

[Greetings.  I  am  a  very  sexy  fern,  28.  If  I 

[there  are  any  true  BUTCHES  left  in| 
[this  world,  I  would  like  to  hear  froml 
[you.  I  also  can  relate  to  gay  males  forf 
[Sincere  friendship.  PS:  No  bisexuals,! 
[please!  Other  prisoners  welcome! 
[Thank  you.  Sharon  STACK,  Box  535J 
J  Jessup  MD  20794. _ 

[I'm  36,  milk  chocolate  complection,] 

■  Virgo,  hobbies  are  pool,  bowling, 

■  swimming,  camping,  all  outdoor| 

■  sports.  I  like  picnics  and  poetry.  All  T 
[inquiries  will  be  answered  speedily  ] 
[Catherine  POLK,  W21898,  BA/1007up, 
[Frontera  CA  91720. 

I  would  like  to  be  put  in  for  penpals] 

[for  a  gay  woman.  I  like  to  read  and| 
[would  also  like  to  get  some  love| 
stories,  mysteries,  law  books  and] 
science.  Thank  you,  Rebecca  WO0D,[ 
16681B  Lincoln  Cottage,  1479  Collins| 
Ave,  Marysville  OH  43040. 


HOUSING  WANTED 

BAY  AREA  HOUSING— HELP! 

2  LFs  moving  from  Boston  seek  2  bdrm 
house  in  Berkeley/Oaklnad  by  9/1/85. 
Please  call  before  8/1:  (617) 

522-2332/876-8972  eves,  collect,  or  (415) 
285-9727,  after  8/1.  Thanks! _ (3) 


GCN  writer  wants  to  trade  apartments 
for  school  year.  My  apt.  in  Boston  for 
yours  in  Providence  R.l.  Must  be  at 
least  1  bedroom  with  lots  of  light  and 
allow  for  one  well-trained  dog.  If  in¬ 
terested,  please  write  Box  197.  (c) 


APARTMENTS 


3  warm,  indep.  LF’s  seek  resp.  4th  for 
large  Jamaica  Plain  house.  Near  T 
Frpl.  (heat  with  wood),  beautiful  yard, 
washer,  parking.  No  smoke,  pets. 
$175  +  .  Call  524-7390. _ () 

LF  30's  seeks  LF  to  share  large,  sunny 
apt  in  JP.  2  bdrms,  study,  modern  kit¬ 
chen  &  bath,  near  T.  Have  2  cats 
already,  so  no  addtl  pets.  Non-smoker, 
no  drugs,  semi-vegit,  coop  arrgmnt, 
neat.  $287.50  +  util.  522-5617.  Call  after 
7/8 _ (2) 

2  prof  females  seek  3rd  f  for  beautiful 
spacious  Newton  house.  Fireplace, 
porch,  yard  garden,  parking,  conve¬ 
nient,  attractive  location.  No  cigs.  No 
pets.  $300+ low  util.  A  very  nice  place 
to  live.  244-0910 _  (3) 

2  friendly  LF’s  seek  one  LF  to  share 
home  in  Somerville.  Near  T.  No  pets.  No 
smokers.  Rent  $200+  utils.  Call 
625-7435  or  495-5796  (days) _ (3) 

Any  single  woman  interested  in  sharing 
5-room  Newtonville  apt.  with  one  start¬ 
ing  Sept.  1  for  the  long  term.  Please 
phone  969-3693  betw.  9pm  and  12pm. 
Cost  total  $240  per  month. _ (2) 

WALTHAM  NEAR  RTS  2  &  128 
Share  2  bedroom  house  with  quiet 
clean  professional  nonsmoking  gay 
man.  Great  location  near  rts  2  &  128. 
AC,  parking,  pool,  etc.  No  pets 
$430/month  heated.  Call  John  647-1608. 
Available  now. _ (2) 

FEMALE  HOUSEMATE  WANTED 
IN  JAMAICA  PLAIN 
F  for  house  on  Warren  Sq.,  JP  (near 
post  office,  off  Green  St.).  We  are  2M, 
IF  (ages  28-39,  lesbian,  gay  &  straight). 
Rather  indep.,  but  we  Keep  house 
cooperatively  &  eat  together  occas. 
Friendly,  non-smokers.  2  cats  (so  no 
more  pets).  Choice  of  two  spaces  avail, 
(the  room  not  chosen  will  be  a  guest 
room).  Rent  $175  (smaller  space)  or 
$220  (1  Vs  rooms).  Please  call  522-7572. 
Avail,  now. _ (c) 

THE  ROOMMATE  CONNECTION 
A  REFERRAL  AGENCY. 

Professional-Discreet-Efficient  520 
Comm.  Ave.  in  Kenmore  Sq.  Boston 
since  1982.  Fee.  Call  262-4459  for  an 
appt.  List  now  for  Sept,  rush, _ (3) 

SUNNY  WATERTOWN  APARTMENT 
LF,  29,  seeks  LF  for  cheerful,  spacious 
2  bedroom  apt.  Great  area  -near  T, 
stores,  safe  and  quiet.  Gas  heat,  wood 
floors.  No  smoke,  drugs,  pets.  $320  + 
($248  +  May-Aug)  Available  9/1  or 
sooner.  Call  926-3474. _ (3) 

2  GM's  seek  considerate  housemate  for 
friendly,  convenient,  semi-coop  apt.  in 
Central  Square.  Rent  $130/month  incl. 
heat,  plus  $260  security.  Available  8/1. 
Call  497-6323.  (3) 


Warning  to  NAMBLA  friends! 

The  FBI  is  watching  the  mail  of  some  I 
prisoners  (imprisoned  for  relation- [ 
ships  with  “minors”)  and  harassing 
the  people  they  correspond  with  if 
they  mention  NAMBLA  in  their 
correspondence.  Several  people  (on 
the  outside)  have  lost  jobs  and  had 
family  life  ruined  by  FBI  harassment. 
What  are  chances  of  getting  up  some 
resistance  to  this  rude  shit! 


APARTMENTS 

J.P.  Arboretum  Area  2  or  3  bedrooms. 
Hdwd.  floors,  sunny,  owner  occ.  3 
decker.  Insulated,  quiet  st.,  garden, 
near  T.  522-0345.  $600/month.  Leave 
message.  Avail.  Sept.  1st.  _ () 


Dorchester  apt.  in  Melville  Park  area.  2 
br,  liv.,  kit.  w/pantry,  hdwd  fl.  1  block  to 
T.  Gay  owner  occ.  house.  Avail,  now 
$525/month  +  util.  Call  282-2317  eves.(2) 


rara 


I  am  a  lonely  well-educated  bisexual 
who  would  like  to  meet  someone  in 
the  world  or  prison.  I  am  not 
demanding  and  honestly 
understanding.  I  am  a  mixed  black 
and  Chinese  male.  (“Excuse  my 
penmanship,  but  I  wrote  this  letter  by 
candlelight.”)  Tony  M.A.  HAYWOOD, 
175334,  Box  779,  Marquette  Ml  49855. 

I  like  swimming,  tennis,  boxing, 
playing  chess,  and  being  loved  and 
loving  someone.  If  you  can,  please 
help  me  find  a  friend.  Thank  you. 
Ernest  Gene  GUYTON,  177-038,  PO 
Box  45699,  Lucasville  OH  45699. 

THANKS  for  running  my  ad.  I’ve  heard 
from  some  friends  and  some  foes 
too!  But  I've  met  someone  special 
who  I’ll  be  meeting  on  parole.  Please 
print  this  poem  for  him  from  me: 

To  love  someone,  as  lover  &  friend, 
My  equal, my  partner, my  love  til  the  end 
Don’t  stay  far  from  me, 

Don’t  stray  from  my  side,  ■ 

If  you  ever  leave  me.  I’ll  die  inside. 

_Your  Lll’  Lover  Bov 


RESORTS 


VACATION  IN  OGUNQUIT 

Luxurious  oceanview  condominium. 
Full  kitchen,  decks,  pool,  sauna  and 
Jacuzzi.  Enjoy  the  piano  bar  of  the 
Painted  Lady  Lounge  on  premises. 
Minutes  to  Perkins  Cove,  shops  and 
beaches.  Comfortably  sleeps  8.  Call 
now  for  best  available  weeks.  Dave 
(617)876-0182. _ (5) 

WHITE  MOUNTAIN  MAGIC 

Long,  lazy  days  by  the  pool,  cool  nights 
by  a  crackling  fire.  Peace  and  privacy 
on  100  scenic  acres.  Charming  guest 
rooms,  gracious  common  areas.  Pool 
and  hiking  at  the  Inn.  Canoeing,  antiqu¬ 
ing,  golf  &  tennis  nearby.  Make  this  a 
summer  to  remember.  The  Highlands 
Inn,  Box  118G,  Bethlehem,  NH  03574. 
(603)  869-3978.  Grace  &  Judi  inn- 
keepers. _ (10) 


GREENHOPE  FARM 

Unique  all-woman  country  space. 
Beautiful  post  and  beam  farmhouse, 
cozy  and  clean.  Gourmet  veg.  cooking, 
home-made  breads,  cheese  and  yogurt. 
Baby  horse,  goats  and  ducklings.  From 
skiing  to  skinny  dipping,  we’re  open 
year  round.  3  Vi  hrs.  from  Boston.  (802) 
533-7772 _ 

VERMONT  GUESTHOUSE 

Bed  +  Cont  Bkfst  for  Lesbians  and  Gay 
Men  in  a  country  village  house  2  hrs  fr 
Bos.  Yr-round.  Nr  lakes,  hikes,  skiing. 
Dave  +  Mike  (802)348-7840. 

GABRIEL’S 

Guest  rooms  and  apartments.  Centrally 
located.  Hot  tub,  garden  patio,  cable  tv, 
coffee.  104  Bradford  St.  Provincetown, 
MA  02657.  Reservations:  (617)  487-3232. 
Open  year  round.  _ ) 

BED  &  BREAKFAST  IN  N.Y. 

Enjoy  a  decadent  weekend  in  a  charm¬ 
ing,  lesbian  owned,  N.Y.  brownstone  — 
only  1  subway  stop  from  Manhattan.  Be 
pampered  by  having  breakfast  served 
in  bed,  and  sipping  a  complimentary 
bottle  of  champagne  on  arrival.  For 
more  information,  call  (718)625-2653, 
THERADCLIFFE  HALL. _ (13/36) 

BRINLEY  VICTORIAN  INN 
Explore  Newport  but  let  us  harbor  you 
wilh  warm  +  friendly  service,  romantic 
Viclorian  decor,  fresh  flowers,  cont 
brkfl  (401)849-7645.  (13/1) 


Prisoners 

Seeking 

Friends 


GCN  Prisoner  Readers!!! 
If  you  didn  't  respond  to  the 
Prisoner  Project  letter  (did 
you  get  it?)  asking  if  you  are 
still  getting  the  paper, 
PLEASE  write  Mike  by  Aug 
1  or  your  paper  will  stop 
coming  (because  we'll 
assume  you  're  out,  (smile) 


[  GENE  MUNNINGS  new  address:  To 
[  all  those  who  wrote  me  before,  I  have 
|  been  moved  and  I  miss  hearing  from 
you.  New  address:  Gene  Munnings, 
156920,  Rt  3  Box  2000,  Hagerstown 
MD  21740. 

I  was  greatly  joyed  to  receive  your 
paper  and  have  shared  it  with  some 
friends.  I  have  some  good  artistic 
talent  and  would  be  more  than 
pleased  to  donate  drawings  should 
the  need  arise.  Also  I  hope  to  find 
some  penpals,  if  possible.  Barrie 
Leonardo  WILCZYNSKI,  A-066466 
M-275,  PO  Box  1500,  Cross  City  FL 
32628. 


CHECK'ER  OUT  AT  THE 
CHECK’ER  INN 

Dbl  rms,  coffee  by  fireside,  pkg,  apts 
also  avail,  1  blk  bay,  open  year  round. 
487-9029.  25  Winthrop  St,  P’town.  MA 
0  2  6  5  7 


ORGANIZATIONS 

GAY  LESBIAN  AND  JEWISH? 

Am  Tikva  welcomes  you.  Activities  in¬ 
clude  religious  observances,  discus¬ 
sions,  potluck  dinners,  folk  dancing, 
etc.  For  events,  check  GCN  Calendar. 
Call  (617)  782-8894  or  write  PO  Box  11 
Camb,  MA  02238. _ 

HETEROSEXISM,  RACISM 

Sexism,  anti-Semitism,  multicultural 
issues.  Workshops  by  national  con¬ 
sultants  for  your  organization 
(municipal,  professsional,  political, 
educational)  or  business.  Contact 
Equity  Institute  in  Amherst,  MA  at 
(413)256-6902.  Co-directors  Carole  Lan- 
nigan  Johnson,  J.D.,  and  Joan  Lester, 
F-d.D. _ (?) 

N  AMER  MAN/BOY  LOVE  ASSOC 

A  support  group  for  intergenerationai 
relationships.  For  more  information 
send  $1  to:  NAMBLA-GCNAD,  PO  Box 
174,  New  York,  NY  10018.  (v.  13,  no.22) 

NASHUA  AREA  GAYS  meet  on  Mon¬ 
days  at  8:00  pm.  For  info  write  Nashua 
Area  Gays.  PO  Box  885.  Nashua.  NH 
03060.  _ () 


HAD  ENOUGH 

religious  homophobia? 


WE  ARE 

Gay  And  Lesbian  Atheists 

Write  to  GALA  for  information  and  a 
free  copy  of  the  GALA  REVIEW,  P.O. 
Box  14142,  San  Francisco,  CA  94114 

SEVENTH  DAY  ADVENTISTS 

Gay  is  OK!  SDA  Kinship  International, 
Inc.,  since  1976,  is  a  support  group  of 
several  hundred  gay/lesbian  Adven¬ 
tists,  present  and  former,  in  local 
chapters  nationwide.  Ask  for  brochure. 
Box  1233-L.  Los  Angeles.  CA  90078. 
213-876-2076. _ (49) 

“JOHNNY  DIED  TODAY...” 

14  year  old  Joey  will  blow  out  his 
brains,  Eddie  will  overdose  &  David  will 
slash  his  wrists  in  the  days  to  come.  All 
because  you’re  too  scared  to  protect 
them.  SASE  for  info,  $2  stamps  64  page 
newsletter.  $20  subsc/mbrshp.  “REALI¬ 
TY  INC.,”  PO  Box  73,  Paramus,  NJ 
07653. _ _ 0 

D.O.B. 

Suppt  orgnztn  for  lesbians,  1151  Mass 
Ave,  Camb,  Old  Bap  Chr.  Raps  evry 
Tues,  Thurs  8pm.  Special  raps  for  35  +  ; 
parents;  yngr  wmn;  baby  bmrs;  singles; 
coming-out;  Issues  forum.  All  8pm. 
Mnthly  events,  outing  club,  library.  Info: 
661-3633.  All  women  invited  to  par¬ 
ticipate; _ Q 

LESBIANS 

Are  you  Lesbian,  Bisexual  or  unsure? 
Looking  for  a  group  to  go  to? 
Come  join  us  at  BAGLY. 


for  sale 


Call  Tony,  497-8282. 


(13/32) 


QUEER  IN  QUINCY? 

Quincy  lesbian  and  gay  alliance  now 
forming  —  interested?  Have  ideas? 
Please  reply  QLGA  PO  Box  2607  Quincy 
MA  02269.  m 


I  PRISONERS  WRITING  PRISONERS 
[States  which  DO  generally  allow 
|  prisoners  to  write  other  prisoners 
[are:  VT,  MA,  NY,  FL,  NJ,  MS, 
|  OH,  IN,  KS,  TX,  NM,  AZ,  CA, 
[  OR,  MT,  WA.  In  some  of  these  you 
|  can  NOT  write  other  prisoners  if 
[they  are  in  the  same  state  as  you. 
|  States  which  generally  do  NOT 
[allow  prisoners  to  write  other 
|  prisoners  or  require  permission 
|  which  is  hard  to  get  are:  NY,  PA, 
I IA,  OK,  NV,  ID.  If  you  have  any 
|  corrections  to  this  list  of  additions, 
|  let  us  know  and  we’ll  make  it  better 

Iti 


Van  for  sale.  Great  old  '63  Ford.  Good 

condition.  $66  or  best  offer.  Call 
522-2332,  eves,  or  426-6660,  days- 
Ellleen.  _ (3) 


TRAVEL  AGENCIES 


FOREX  TRAVEL 

Phone  482-2900 
76  Arlington  St. 
at  Boston  Park  Plaza 


GCN  SPECIALS 

PHOTO  FANATICS 

Want  to  look  through  a  few  years  worth 
of  lesbian/gay  pictorial  history?  GCN’s 
photo-file  is  in  disarray  (to  say  the 
least).  If  you’ve  got  an  hour  or  more 
-almost  any  time,  any  day  -  call  Loie, 
426-4469, _  (O 

Gay  Community  News  needs  help  on 
Friday  nights  mailing  the  paper  to  our 
subscribers.  Come  and  help:  it’s  easy, 
it's  fun,  it’s  a  good  way  to  meet  people, 
and  it's  a  good  way  to  get  involved  with 
your  community's  paper.  Just  come 
anytime  after  6PM  to  167  Tremont 
Street,  5th  floor  (between  the  Bylston 
and  Park  Street  “T”  stops).  If  the  door  is 
locked,  buzz  us  on  the  GCN  intercom 
located  outside  the  door.  If  you  have 
any  questions,  call  Marcos  at 
426-4469. _ Jc[ 

SLEEPING  BAG,  ANYONE? 

GCN  staffer  in  n’eed  of  sleeping  bag.  If 
you  have  one  in  your  “attic”  that  you'll 
never  use,  let  me  know.  I’ll  pay  parcel 
postage  to  ship.  Thanks,  Mike. 


SPECIALS 


ARCHITECT 

Seeks  1  or  2  other  architects  to  share 
office  space  and  equipment  expenses. 
Call  926-8326  for  details. _  (c) 


GAYELLOW  PAGES 

INFORMING  THE  GAY  COMMUNITY  SINCE  1973 
Accommodations,  A4  groups,  bars,  baths,  book¬ 
stores.  businesses,  counselors,  dentists,  doctors, 
hotels,  lawyers,  mail  order,  media,  publications, 
organizations^  religious  groups,  services,  social 
groups,  switchboards,  therapists,  travel  agents, 
etc. .  etc. .  etc _ (area  codes  &  zip  codes  too!) 

USAS  CANADA $10. 

NEW  YORK/NEW  JERSEY  $3.50;  includes 

Manhattan  bar  notes  &  women’s  section. 

SOUTHERN  EDITION  $3.50;  Alabama.  Arkansas, 
N  &  S.  Carolina.  Florida.  Georgia,  Kansas,  Ken¬ 
tucky.  Louisiana.  Mississippi.  Missouri.  New 
Mexico,  Oklahoma,  Puerto  Rico.  Tennessee, 
Texas.  Virginia 

NORTHEAST  EDITION  $3.50;  Connecticut, 

Delaware.  District  of  Columbia.  Maine,  Maryland, 
Massachusetts,  New  Hampshire,  Ohio.  Pennsylva¬ 
nia,  Rhode  Island.  Vermont,  W.  Virginia. 

SPARTACUS  INTERNATIONAL  GAY  GUIDE  tor  men 

$20;  The  rest  of  the  world:  does  not  include  USA  or 
Canada:  men’s  coverage  only. 

Renaissance  House,  Box  292GCN  Village  Station, 
NY,  NY  10014  212-929-7720.  All  books  discreetly 
by  first  class  mail :  your  name  kept  strictly  confiden¬ 
tial.  To  list  a  business  or  organization,  or  lor  further 
information,  send  stamped  self-addressed 
business-size  envelope  Please  contact  us  for 
prices  outside  the  USA.  In  Canada,  order  from  Glad 
Day  Books,  64BA  Yonge  St.,  Toronto,  Ontario  M4Y 
2A6  416-961-4161  (check  for  prices). 

>k  us  about  Gay  allow  Pages  on  maing  labels! 


|l  am  looking  for  a  real  man,  white  or| 
|black  etc.,  who  I  can  relate  to.  I  get! 
| into  just  about  anything  and  love  tol 
Iparty  and  have  fun.  My  hobbies  are| 
[playing  guitar,  bodybuilding,  doing] 
| art  work,  etc.  Bradley  ANTRIM,  10401, | 
|PO  Box  30,  Pendleton  IN  46064. 

I’m  looking  for  some  for  REAL  friends  | 

[and  I’m  more  than  willing  to  relocate 
|  when  I  leave  this  Brokendown  Palace 
[(It  could  be  my  ‘geographical  cure!’) 

| I'll  tell  you  now.  I'm  gonna  ask  for] 
|  things  (what  man  doesn’t!),  but  I’m 
|  also  gonna  be  loyal.  I  need  PEOPLE! 

|  I’m  tired  of  being  alone.  Please  write. 

|  Joey  TERRACCIANO,  65988,  CN861 
[(IFF),  Trenton  NJ  08625. 

1  Lonely,  sweet  male  seeking] 

[correspondence,  friendship  and/or | 
[more  (?)  from  gay  readers  of  GCN.  [ 
Danny  ENSCH,  42232,  PO  Box  2,| 
Lansing  KS  66043. _ 

[Death  row  inmate  currently  going | 

|  thru  a  life  of  illusion  that  has  become| 
|  a  nightmare.  Looking  for  someone] 
[willing  to  share  thoughts,  ideals, | 
|  fantasies  and  fears.  Please  write] 
[Bobby  O’NEAL,  CP-35,  Box  900, [ 
[Jefferson  City  MO  65102. _ 

|  I’d  love  to  get  your  mag  but  this] 
[institution  won’t  let  inmates  receive] 
[any  magazines  at  all.  Still,  1  can  wrlte| 
[as  much  as  I  wish.  The  only  problem] 
|  there  is  I  don’t  have  anyone  to  write.  1 1 
[like  all  kinds  of  music,  love  to  party] 
J  and  get  down  and  have  a  good  time.  l| 
|  hope  to  hear  from  someone.  Jacob] 
[NESTLE,  064438,  PO  Box  509,  Biq| 
Pine  Key  FL  33043. , 


CdL€NDhR 


July  13 
to 

August  3 


Judy  Grahn,  July  21 

13  Saturday 

Brookline  —  Jewish  Lesbian  potluck 

discussion  with  Sauci  Bosner  from  Holland. 
7-9PM.  Info:  Judith,  547-2874  or  Aliza, 
628-3986. 

Joston  —  Lesbian  Lawyers  meeting.  Info: 
Gay  and  Lesbian  Advocates  and  Defenders, 
426-1350. 

Cambridge  —  “La  Partita,’’  Latin  American 
music  and  modern  dance.  MIT’s  Kresge 
Aud.,  Mass.  Ave.  8PM.  $8/door,  $6/ad- 
vance.  Senior  citizens,  children  &  MIT 
students,  $6/door.  Info:  492-0002.; 

Cambridge  —  Dance  benefit  for  Dianna  Ear- 
hmission,  women’s  ritual  spiritual  quest. 
Phoenix  School,  15  Sellers  St.,  Central  Sq. 
8:30PM.  $5.  Info:  628-7638. 

Cambridge  —  “Remember  Philadelphia!’’ 

with  Gerald  Africa,  Minister  of  Information 
for  MOVE.  7  Temple  St.,  Central  Sq. 
7:30PM.  $3  donation.  Sponsored  by  the 
John  Brown  Anti-Klan  Committee. 

Medford  —  Somerville/ Medford  G.A.L.A. 
2nd  Annual  Coming  Out  Party.  Sheepfold 
Park.  1-8PM.S2,  kids  free.  Info:  395-3335 
or  628-4246. 


Cambridge  —  “Antigone,’’  presented  by 
the  Harvard-Radcliffe  Summer  Theatre. 
Loeb  Drama  Center,  64  Brattle  St.  8PM. 
$5.50/$3.50  with  student  I.D.  Continues 
through  July  13.  Info:  864-2630. 

Boston  —  Sam  Shepard’s  True  West  per¬ 
formed  by  Out  Theater.  Suffolk  Univ. 
Theater,  55  Temple  St.,  Beacon  Hill.  Info: 
720-1988. 


14  Sunday 

Boston  —  Lesbian  and  Gay  Freedom  Trail 
Band  fundraising  concerts  at  the  Parkman 
Bandstand  in  Boston  Common.  3-5PM.  Also: 
7/21  &  7/28. 

Cambridge  —  Black  &  White  Men  Together 

membership  meeting  and  social  at  the  Philips 
Brooks  House,  Harvard  Yard.  1-5PM.  Info: 
536-1160. 

Brookline  —  Beach  Trip  to  Crane’s  Beach 
with  Brookline/Brighton/Allston 
Neighborhood  Gays  &  Lesbians.  Meet 
9AM,  Purity  Supreme  on  Harvard  St.  Rain- 
date:  7/21.  Info:  Ross  787-3775. 

Boston  —  Red  Hearts  monthly  potluck 
brunch  for  leftward-leaning  gay  men. 
1 1AM-1PM.  Info:  Glen,  783-9445. 


16  tuesday 

Boston  —  Gay/Lesbian  Council  of  the  Rain¬ 
bow  Coalition.  7:30PM.  New  members 
welcome.  Info:  522-6283. 

17  Wednesday 

Portsmouth,  NH  —  AIDS  Anxiety  Group, 
weekly  discussion,  support,  and  educa¬ 
tional  group.  232  Court  St.,  Feminist  Health 
Center.  7-9PM.  Info:  (603)  436-7588  or 
(207)  363-7648. 

Cambridge  —  Baby  Boomers’  Rap  for 

women.  Daughters  of  Bilitis,  1151  Mass. 
Ave.,  Old  Cambridge  Baptist  Church.  8PM. 
$1.  Info:  661-3633. 

Holbrook  —  “Acupuncture:  Theory, -Prac¬ 
tice,  and  Implications  for  Your  Health.’’ 
Center  for  Wellness,  97  Belcher  St.  7-9PM. 
$3.  Info:  767-2337. 

18  thursday 

Boston  —  GCN’s  production  night  when  ar¬ 
ticles  are  proofread  and  pasted  up.  Join  the 
fun;  read  tomorrow’s  news  today.  5-8PM 
for  proofing,  7:30-midnight  for  lay-out.  167 
Tremont  St.  (near  Park  and  Boylston  “T”) 
GCN:  426-4469. 

Cambridge  —  “Jungle  of  Cities”  by  Bertolt 
Brecht,  performed  by  the  Harvard-Radcliffe 
Summer  Theatre.  Loeb  Drama  Center,  64 
Brattle  St.  8PM.  $5.50/$3.50  with  student 
I.D.  Continues  through  August  3.  Info: 
864-2630. 

Boston  —  Forum  on  Rape.  Emmanuel  Col¬ 
lege,  Marian  Hall,  400  The  Fenway.  7PM. 
$2/$1  students  &  seniors.  Info:  Street- 
SAFE,  262-0060. 


19  friday 

Boston  -  GCN’s  VOLUNTEER  NIGHT: 

come  help  send  the  paper  to  our 
subscribers.  Refreshments  &  good  times. 
Anytime  after  6PM.  167  Tremont  St.  (near 
Park  and  Boylston  “T”)  To  be  let  in,  buzz 
GCN’s  intercom  outside  the  street  en¬ 
trance.  GCN:  426-4469. 

Manchester,  N.H.  —  Women’s  Weekend 
Hiking/Camping  Trip  in  the  White  Moun¬ 
tains’  Wild  River  Forest.  3  days.  Info: 
625-5785. 

Somerville  —  Las  Vegas  Night  to  benefit  the 
Mass.  Coalition  of  Battered  Women’s  Ser¬ 
vice  Groups.  Somerville  Holiday  Inn. 
7:30-midnight.  $2  cover.  Info:  426-8492. 

Boston  —  6th  Anniversary  of  the 
Nicaraguan  Revolution  celebration.  Some¬ 
where  Else,  295  Franklin  St.  7:30PM-2AM. 
$8. 50/advance,  $1 0/door.  3  bands.  Info: 
CASA,  492-8699. 


20  Saturday 

Cambridge  —  Alix  Dobkin  in  concert.  Old 
Cambridge  Baptist  Church,  1151  Mass. 
Ave.  Signed  for  hearing  impaired.  8PM. 
$7. 50/advance,  $8/door.  Info:  547-1378. 

Northampton  —  Connecticut  Valley  bike 
trip  and  potluck  with  Chiltern  Mtn.  Club. 
25-mile  flat  terrain.  Info:  Jeff,  (413) 
586-5273  or  Peter,  (413)  736-1042. 

Cambridge  —  Festival  de  Canto  a  El 
Salvador,  a  benefit  concert  with  Betsy  Rose, 
Armando  Martinez  &  Fortaleza.  Kresge 
Aud.,  MIT.  7PM.  $7.  Info:  661-0202. 


21  Sunday 

Cambridge  —  Judy  Grahn  and  Sharona 
Ben-Tov  poetry  reading.  Rising  Phoenix, 
244  Columbia  St.  $6.  Sponsored  by  Woman 
of  Power  and  Rising  Phoenix.  Info: 
491-6204. 

Lincoln  —  The  Boston  Village  Gamelan.  De 

Cordova  Museum,  Sandy  Pond  Road. 
3:30PM.  $6,  $3  children  under  12  and 
seniors. 


Marleen  Gorris,  see  notes  column 


Watertown  —  GLOW,  Gays  and  Lesbians  of 
Watertown,  meeting.  7PM.  Info: 
923-2480,  or  write  P.0.  Box  373,  New 
Town  Branch  02258. 

26  friday 

Manchester,  N.H.  -  Women’s  Canoe- 
Weekend  on  the  Pine  River  near  West 
Ossippe.  3  days.  Info:  YWCA,  625-5785. 

East  Boothbay,  Maine  —  Tidewater  canoe¬ 
ing  weekend  with  Chiltern  Mtn.  Club.  Some 
canoeing  experience  required.  Info:  Roy, 
661-1436. 

New  Hampshire  —  Weekend  conference: 

‘  ‘The  Politics  of  the  Gay  and  Lesbian  Move¬ 
ment.”  World  Fellowship  Center. 
Reasonable  rates.  Info:  (603)  447-2280. 

27  Saturday 

Cambridge  —  Marcia  Taylor  Concert  & 

Dance  Party  to  benefit  Mobilization  for  Sur¬ 
vival.  First  Parish  Church,  Harvard  Sq. 
Concert,  8PM,  $5.  Party,  10:30PM,  $3. 
Both  $7.  Info:  354-0008. 

28  Sunday 

Boston  —  Concert  in  the  Park  with  the  Les¬ 
bian/Gay  Freedom  Trail  Band.  Parkman 
Bandstand,  Boston  Common.  3-5PM. 
Donations  requested. 

29  monday 

Boston  —  “Gay  Boston,’’  a  monthly  gay  & 
lesbian  television  magazine.  Channel  A3. 
6PM.  Repeat  broadcast,  August  15,  7PM. 


30  tuesday 

Cambridge  —  Lesbians  &  Business  Issues 

discussion  for  women.  Daughters  of  Bilitis, 
1151  Mass.  Ave.,  Old  Cambridge  Baptist 
Church.  8PM.  $1.  Info:  661-3633. 


31  Wednesday 

New  Hampshire  —  “Women  and  Human 
Rights  in  the  Philippines”  with  Karin 
Aguilar-San  Juan.  Info:  (603)  447-2280. 

august  1  thursday 

Boston  —  Training  for  public  speakers  on 

recent  foster  care  policy.  Volunteers  need¬ 
ed.  Sponsored  by  Gay/Lesbian  Defense 
Committee.  7PM.  Info:  576-6788. 

2  friday 

Errol,  NH  —  Androscoggin  River 
Whitewater  Weekend  with  Chiltern  Mtn. 
Club.  Easy  rapids.  Info:  Linda,  734-4066 
(6-1 1  PM),  437-6522  (w). 


3  Saturday 

Boston  —  Wild  Women  cruise  to  George’s 
Island.  All  women  welcome.  Bring  lunch 
and  $3  for  ferry.  Info:  Mimi,  924-1543. 


Notes 

A  Question  of  Silence:  written 
and  directed  by  Marleen  Gorris.  Pro¬ 
duced  by  Matthijs  Van  Heijn ingen.  With 
Nelly  Frijda,  Edda  Barends,  Henriette 
Tol  and  Cox  Habbema.  A  Quartet/Films 
Inc.  release.  At  the  Nickelodeon 
Theater,  Boston. 

Dutch  filmmaker  Marleen  Gorris  has 
given  eloquent  voice  to  women’s  anger 
at  male  oppression  in  A  Question  of 
Silence.  This  well-acted  and  funny  film 
avoids  heavyhandedness  in 
its  suspenseful  consciousness- 
raising  message.  The  plot  follows 
three  women  —  a  (possibly  lesbian) 
secretary,  a  waitress,  and  a  housewife 

—  who  don’t  seem  to  know  each  other 
and  yet,  together,  end  up  murdering  a 
man  who  owns  a  boutique.  The  story 
unfolds  as  a  court-appointed  woman 
psychiatrist  attempts  to  determine  the 
women’s  sanity  and  their  motives. 

The  film  explores  the  power  of 
silence  and  action,  both  to  keep 
women  oppressed  and  to  free  them.  It 
is  a  tale  of  women  who  hit  their  limits 
of  tolerance  in  a  man’s  world  and  fight 
back.  The  weaknesses  of  the  institu¬ 
tions  like  law  and  society  —  which 
search  for  the  facts  and  miss  the  truth 

—  are  outlined.  Finally,  the  psychiatrist 
is  forced  to  look  at  her  own 
role  and  efforts  at  success  and  is 
challenged  to  begin  thinking  for 
herself. 

Despite  its  political  message,  the 
film  is  compelling,  unforced  and 
humorous  —  if  you  can  enjoy  laughing 
at  men,  that  is.  The  four  primary  ac¬ 
tresses  are  uniformly  excellent.  The 
characters  seem  like  ordinary  women. 
They  are  helped  by  an  intelligent 

screenplay  (at  least  I  assume  so;  the 
film  is  in  Dutch  with  English  subtitles). 

A  Question  of  Silence  only  ap¬ 
proaches  polemic  in  its  soundtrack. 
Unfortunately,  many  climactic 
moments  are  damaged  by  modern  music 
reminiscent  of  Stanley  Kubrick’s  A 
Clockwork  Orange  which  only  suc¬ 
ceeds  in  being  loud  and  intrusive 
rather  than  illuminating.  The  camera 
work  is  interesting,  focusing  on  the 
women’s  confinement  —  both  inside 
and  out  of  prison  —  and  caricaturing 
the  condescension  of  the  store  owner. 


Henriette  Toi  and  Cox  Habbema:  a 
question  of  power 


Although  there  is  a  nominal  amount 
of  heterosexual  sex  in  this  film,  there  is 
only  one  “lesbian”  scene.  It  is  subtle 
and  takes  on  a  spiritual  quality  as  the 
secretary  traces  the  psychiatrist’s 
body  with  her  hands  without  actually 
touching  her.  There  is  definite  sexual 
tension  here  and  no  words  are  spoken. 

This  film  should  not  be  missed.  The 
provocative  crime  raises  questions 
about  the  possibilities  of  change  open 
to  feminists  casting  scorn  on  the  limits 
of  reformist  strategies.  Or  perhaps  it 
deals  with  how  unorganized  women 
could  become  vigilante  groups.  As  a 
woman.l  found  this  film  to  be  cathartic 
in  a  way  9  to  5  only  hinted  at.  Men  view¬ 
ing  this  movie  also  get  an  important 
warning  in  a  digestible  form  about  the 
pervasiveness  of  their  oppression  of 
women  and  its  potential  reaction.  This 
film  contains  much  stimulation;  I 
guarantee  you  will  not  leave  the 
theater  in  silence. 

—  Julie  Ogletree 
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